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Pious Y 0vTH, who died Oct. 1745; 


| To which are prefixed, 


Reflections on his Death and Character. 


By a FRIEN D in 1 


i Rendent terris bunc tautum fata, nec ultra 
_— „ view 


Ee finent. | 
O preclarum diem, cum ad illud divinum animo- 
rum concilium cætumque profictſear,. et cum ex 
ac turba et colluvione diſcedam ! Proficiſcar 


* 


enim non ad cos ſolum vi ros, de quibus ante tixi, 


ſed etiam ad Catonem meum, qua nemo vir meli- 
or natus eft, nemo pietate praſtantior. Cujus a 
me corpus crematum eft : qued contra deeuit ab 


lo meum. Animus vero nen me deferens, ſed re- 


,, leca difeeht, quo nbi 


 ipſe cernebat eſſe veniendum. Quem ego eum 
caſum fertiter ferre viſus fum ; non quod agua 
animo ferrem : fed mie ipje con ſolabar, exiſti- 
mans non longinquum inter nos digreſſum et diſ* 
ceſſum fore. | Cic. de Senectute. 
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REFLECTIONS 
5 ON TAN E 


Death and Character of the pious Au- 
thor of the following Remains. 


By a Friend in the Country. 


| A Right improvement of the various af- 
3 flictive events of life, is none of the 
| leaſt branches of ſpiritual wiſdom, as 
by ſuch events the mind is rendered more tender 
and pliable. May I not appeal to all who ever 
felt the pain of loſing a dear and faithful friend, 
jf, in the pangs of their ſorrow, they were not _ 
more ſuſceptible of ſerious impreſſions, than in 
their gayer hours? And may I not, alas! appeal 
to many, if they have not, through a culpable 
neglect, allowed the impreſſions made on them - 
at ſuch ſeaſons to decay and wear off; ſo that 
their goodneſs has proved as the morning-cloud, 
and tarly dew, which ſoon paſſeth away ? 
am very ſenſible how unequal I am for the 
taſk of directing others to a proper exerciſe of 
mind, and a ſuitable behaviour, under ſuch be- 
reavements: any thing I could ſay on theſe heads 
would be but a repetition of what has been al- 
ready ſaid to much better purpoſe by Flavel, 
Groſvenor, Doddridge, and others. Yet, with- 


out pretending to add any thing to their pious - 
0 . 
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and elaborate performances, I would hope it 


might be of uſe, at leaſt to the friends and rela- 


tives of the amiable author of the following re- 
mains, to communicate to them what reflections 


have atiſen in my mind on the mournful occa- 


* 
* 1 


ſion of his death, 2 


sger. II. When God is pleaſed to remove - 


the good and upright man, it becomes us deep- 
ly to lament and mourn . 


mind, is no evidence of want of reſignation to 
the divine will: for reſignation neceſſarily ſup- 


poſes. a ſenſe of the value of what we reſign; 


and we are not in our ſufferings, any more than 
in our active obedience, to ſerve God with that 
ewhich coſt us nothing. There is a need be, not 


| r our loſs, An af- 
fecting ſenſe of ſuch an event is no gn of a weak. 


1 \ 


only that we meet with trials, but that we be 7 . 


Leavineſi through manifold temptations : nay, 


without ſach a heavineſs, trials. would ceaſe to 


be ſuch, and the end of God in ſending them 
would be diſappointed, — The goſpel does not 
require us to ceaſe to be men, by diveſting our- 


ſelves of friendſhip, gratitude, or natural affec- 


tion ; theſe diſpotitions, which are at once the 
_ ornament of human nature, and the ſource of 

ſome of its ſublimeſt joys: nor does it enjoin, 
that our affection to friends ſhould be ſo feeble, 


. A u T HOR'S D 1 A T H, &c. 3 


lawfully bewailed. David bitterly mourns over 
a rebellious Abſalom : and when Nadab and Ab- 
ihu were deſtroyed by the Lord for offering 
ſtrange fire, yet ail the houſe of 1jracl avere com 
manacd to bewail the burning which the Lord had 
 kindled, It is ſomewhat ſhocking to diſcover plea- 
| ſure and ſatisfaction at the fall even of an enemy; 
and though, in ſome inſtances, juſtice to the pu- 
blic requires us to make an example of atrocious - 


* 


offenders, yet ſtill it is allowable, while we pro- 


nounce the ſentence, to drop a tear, and to pity 


their unhappy fate, though we acknowledge it 
deſerved. Our Lord has ſet us a noble pattern 
in this kind: And avhen he was come near, he be- 
held the city, and wept over it, ſaying, If thoy - 
| hadſt known, even thou at leaſt, in this thy day, 
the things which belong to thy peace] but now 
they are hid from thine eyes. „„ 
But if in ſuch circumſtaaces ſorrow is allow. 
able, is it not ſtill more ſo, when the perſon we 
lament was one adorned with the beauties of na- 
tare, and the ſuperior beauties of ſupernatural 
grace! One ſeemingly defigncd by Providence 
tor eminent, extenſive, and laſting uſefulneſs! 
One whoſe capacity and public ſpirit appeared 
to preſage he ſhould one day proye a diſtinguiſh- 
ed ornament, and eminent bleſſing, to the nation 
or church! When we ſee ſuch a perſon on a ſud- 
den removed from us in the bloom and flower of 
his youth, when our hopes of him were every 
day riſing higher and higher, when there was 
leaſt reaſon to fear ſuch a ſtroke, and when, alas! 


Luke xix. 41. 42. 
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| there were few left behind, in his particular 


ſphere, whoſe lives were equally valuable and 


. .* o<4@ . . 
important; is it any wonder if, upon this melan- 


choly event, our hearts are ſore troubled, and 
that nature melts into tears, overcharged with 
grief? —Put if to this we add, that the perſon 


; ſnatched from our embraces was a dear and ten- 
_ der-hearted companion, with whom we had con- 


tracted an intimate friendſhip, and to whom, 
with confidence, we could impart our inmoſt 
thoughts; what wonder is it if we, who could 
ſcarce bear the thoughts of a few weeks ſepara- 
tion from him though on earth, weep for him 


no in his grave, as Rachel did for her chil- 


dren, and refuſe te be comforted becauſt he is not? 
How ſtunning the reflection ?“ We mult fee his 
face no more! No more behold his ſweet or. 
„ chearful countenance! No more hear his. 
© voice, ſo ſoft and pleaſant, ſo comfortable and 
« refreſhing ! No more liſten with delight to 
<* thoſe wiſe and prudent counſels which dropt 


from his tips! And no more taſte the ſublime 


and rapturous joys of his endearing friend- 


„ ſhip!” And can it deſerve blame, if, with un- 
uſual accents of ſorrow, we utter this our laſt and 
parting farewell? The man according to Gad's 


own heart could not reſtrain himſelf from the 


moſt paſſionate exclamations on occaſion of ſuch 


mournful tidings: Te beauty of Iſrael is ſlain 
upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen ! 
am diſirefſed for thee, my brother Fonathan : 

very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me: thy love to 
a . Nm 


Fu 
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ſhed tears at Lazarus's grave, with ſighs and 


deep groans: Sure then he cannot be thought to 


forbid ſuch expreſſions of ſorrow for our depart- 
ed friends, as unlawful or unbecoming. 


But when we have reaſon to interpret the death 


of ſuch a friend as intended by Providence for 


the puniſhment of our ſins; when we are made 
ſenſible how much we have done to forfeit the 


rege advantages we once had for knowing 
his worth, and improving by his converſation 
and example, and conſequently how juſt it is in 


God to withdraw from us theſe abuſed mercies: 


this ought greatly to heighten our concern, and 


to lead us to look upon ourſelves as in one ſentie 


the murderers of perſons ſo valuable to all, and 
fo dear to as | | 


Secr. III. Few perhaps in a private tation, 


and at ſo tender an age, have died ſo much and ſo 
juſtly lamented, on all theſe. accounts, as the picus 


author of the following remains : nay, in ſome 
reipects, I cannot help thinking his character 
ſuperior to that of many who have ſhone with 


lultre in the church or ſtate. For, as one of tbe 


ancieuts well obſerves, ** Life is like to a dra- 


ma, in which mankind have their ſeveral paits 


<* afhgned them by the maſtcr of the theatre, 


£6 


one: yet it is not he that acts the higheſt or 
* 


* Sam. i. 19. 26. . 
| . ; £6 the 
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me was wonder ful, paſſing the love of women *, ' 
But we have a kigher pattern: Jeſus himſelf 


ſome a ſhort and low, others a long and high © 


longeſt part on the flage that ccmes off with | 


— 
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« the greateſt applauſe, but he that acts his part 


t beſt whatever it may be.” | 
Let me therefore mention a few particulars re- 
lating to the life and character of my deceaſed 
friend, in which his example deſerves to be co- 
pied by all, but eſpecially by candidates for the 
work of the miniſtry. | „„ 
Hie was (to uſe the expreſſion of a friend in a 
letter lamenting his death) /ometbing like an an- 
gel in his amiable form, and endearing manner, 
But he more reſembled theſe exalted ſpirits in 
the beauties of his inner man. His temper was 
free from levity on the one hand, and a ſullen 
moroſeneſ; on the other: it was ſweet, eaſy, and 
equal; ſo that ſcarce any provocation could ruf- 
fle him, or any misfortune rob him of his inward 
ſerenity. He ſeldom forgot a favour however 
inconſiderable, or remembered an injury howe- 
ver great, unleſs to pity and pray for the perſoy 
who had injured him. He tenderly ſympathi- 
zed with the diſtreſſes of others, but was meek 
and patient under his own, He was in a great 
degree a ſtranger to pride and affectation, and 
| fetking the hinour which cometh from man only, 
Reproach gave him ſmall uneaſineſs, fince none 
could expreſs lower thoughts of him than he had 
of himſelf. He was quick in ſpying out, frank 


and candid in acknowledging, and careful in | 


correcting his own infirmities ; but unwilling, 
without the fulleſt proof, to entertain an unta- 
vourable opiaion of others; and ready on all occa- 
ſions to vindicate injured innocence, and oppoſe 
that criticiſing cenſoripus ſpirit ſo mournfully 
. NV Preyalent 


Aureon D Zar, &t; | 9: 


pP in the world. His zeal i in the ways 
of God, free from bitterneſs and ill- nature, was 
attended with the ornament of a meek and quiet 
Spirit, which in the fight of God is of great price, 
He was temperate, nfodeſt, and humble almoſt 
to an exceis. His humane, benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion, and his lovely, engaging behaviour, attract- 
ed him regard from all who knew him, and gain- 
ed him the eſteem and affection even of thoſe to 
whom his exalted piety and devotion could ne- 
ver recommend. him.- | 
His mind was powerfully biaſſed towards ho» 
| hnefs, as the perfection and happineſs of his na- 
ture; which wrought in him ſteady reſolutions | 
to avoid every appearance of evil, and in no in- 
| Nance to approach the bordersof forbidden paths, 
He maintained a holy jealouſy, leſt by his 
| thoughts, words, or actions, he ſhould in any 


5 degree diſhonour God, grieve the bleſſed Spirit, 


wound his own vonne, offend the generation 


of the righteous, or lay a ſtumbling- block before 


the ungodly. His fondneſs to profit by every o- 
pening of the mouth, and to introduce, and 
keep up when introduced; edifying and religious 
converſation, was a part of his character in 
which he had few equals. 

His piety was fincere and unfeigned: his de- 
votion uſually warm and lively, far removed 
from the formal, cuſtomary ſervices of many who 

call themſelves Chriſtians. He counted the ſab- 
bath a delight, was conſtant in the duties of the 
cloſet, and rejoiced when it was ſaid unto him, 


Let us 20 up to the houſe ha the Lord. But he was 


not = 
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not content with knowing truths, or hearing ſer- 


mons, without feeling their influence on his 
heart. He generally employed himſelf thrice e- 


very day in ſecret exerciſes of religion, and at. 


ſuch ſeaſons was often favoured with ſweer ac- 
ceſs to and intimate communion with his heaven- 


ly Father. It was his practice in the evening 


calmly and impartially to review the tranſactions 
of the bypaſt day: what faults he had commit- 


ted f what duties he had neglected ? by what en- 


ticements he had been led to act amiſs? what 
circumſtances had moſt favoured the temptation ? 
what were the ſecret ſprings of ſuch of his actions 
as outwardly ſeemed virtuous, and what were his 
defects in the manner of performing them? what 
was his frame of mind, not only in ſolemn ap- 


proaches to God, but in the moſt ordinary oc- - 


currences of life? what temptations he had re- 
ſiſted ? what corruptions he had conquered ? in 


what manner the conqueſt had been obtained? 


what taſtes of the divine goodneſs, whether in 
temporal or ſpiritual bleſſings, he had enjoyed ? 
The obſervations he made upon ſuch a review, 
ſerved as ſo many beacons to direct his future 
conduct. When he had diſcovered the circum- 
ſtances moſt apt to throw him off his guard, and 
to rob him of purity of heart, and a lively de- 


vout frame; however lawful theſe were in them 
ſelves, he carefully ſhunned and avoided them, 
though without cenſuring others that did not; 


ſenſible that what was a temptation to one, might 
be none to another: yet he could not but reflect, 


that there were certain faſhionable amuſements, 


which 


*%. 
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which to outward appearance had extended thelr 
baneful influence to perſons of almoſt every tem- 

per, had greatly contributed to baniſh from the 
minds of young people every ſerious impreſſion, 
had vitiated their taſte, had deprived them of 
the government of their paſſions, and had gone 
far to betray the polite world into a vain, un- 
guarded, unbecoming behaviour. It therefore 
filled him with regret, when any of his acquain- 
tance diſcovered a fondneſs for ſuch bewitching 
entertainments. Nor was this mere affectation 
and ſhow. Few, I believe, have been fo emi- 
nently mortified to all the gaieties, pleaſures, 
and diverſions of a vain world, whoſe temper _ 
was ſo chearful and lively, and whoſe age, con- 
ſtitution, and outward circumſtances put the en- 
joyment of them ſo much in their power. For 


- ſome time he carried this to ſuch an extreme, 


that he condemned almoſt all diverſions as un- 


lawful; but a little more acquaintance with the 


world, and the frame of his own ſoul, ſoon con- 
vinced him of his miſtake. T | 
That he might to better purpoſe ſet about the 

exerciſe of ſelf examination, he endeavoured to 

keep a conſtant watch over the frame of his ſoul ; 


o 


1 


he narrowly obſerved the inward workings of his 


imagination, leſt any thought ſhould Real in that 
was profane and impious, impure and polluting, 
that tended to blow up anger and revenge, to 
fret and diſcompoſe the mind, and rob it of its 
inward ſerenity ; or even that had no other fault, 
than that it was trifling, romantic, impertinent, 
unſeaſonable, tending to divert the mind from 


* a 
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its proper employment. His tender conſcience 
was apt to ſmite him for things which the bulk 
of Chriſtians would ſcarce have accounted infir- 
mities; and he was more affected when a raſh or 
| idle word eſcaped him, than moſt people are 
While they utter the groſſeſt and moſt malicious 
ſlanders. 8 9 5 „ 
Whenever he reflected on the love and goed - 
neſs of God, the warmeſt ſentiments of gratitude 
lowed in his breaſt: inſpired and animated by 
theſe, he breathed forth ardent deſires to ſpend 
and be ſpent in the Saviour's ſervice, preferring 
the intereſts of Zion, and of Zion's King, to his 
chiefeſt joy. His heart, inflamed with a fer- 
vent love and tender pity for periſhing ſouls, 
heaved with unfeigred longings to promote 
their happineſs. He embraced every opportunity 
to recommend religion to the ſinner, as well as 
to animate the ſaint in the good ways of God. 
He was indeed jealous over his friends with a 
_ - holy jealouly : theſe in a lively frame he advi- 
fed, by regiſtering their experiences, to ſet up 
| ſtones of remembrance, which might be uſeful 
to them in a dark hour; he cautioned them to 
lay their account that clouds would come, not 
to depend on frames, as they would not always 
laſt, but to build on the word of truth, Which 


Was a ſure foundation that could never be remo- 


ved : ſuch as had fallen from their firſt love, he 
kindly reminded of the ſweet times they had for- 
merly enjoyed in God's temple, encouraging 
them to ſtrengthen the things that remained, and 
were ready to die. 1 e 
E; NE For 
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For two years before his death, he applied 
himſelf to the ſtudies neceſſary to fit him for mi- 
niſterial work. And in this he did not aim at 
| ſpinning himſelf a character, (an aim far beneath 
a miniſter of Jeſus), but he ſought the advance- 
ment of the divine glory, and to be uſeful in the 
world. His mind was almoſt continually em- 
ployed in contriving methods to get good to his 
own ſou], or to do good to the ſouls of others. 
His unwearied application to ſtudy, and the ad- 
vances he made in 1t during the laſt half-year of 
his life, were equally ſurpriſing. His gifts and 
graces brightened and increaſed daily, and his 
views of the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel 
grew more and more clear and diſtin, deep and 
ſolid. (He was not only convinced of their 
truth and reality, but felt their powerful energy 
in transforming his ſoul to the divine image, 
and was ſenſible how important the belief of them 
was both to ſinners and ſaints, Yet he was far 
from limiting the grace of God to thoſe whoſe 
notions in every punctillo were the ſame with 
his own.—) His addreſs was rational, pathe- 
tic, and inſinuating. He had an admirable ta- 
lent in ſpeaking to the conſcience, both for awa- 
kening the ſecure. and thoughtleſs, for directing 
convinced ſinners to the remedy, for comforting 
the feeble- minded, and for preſſing holineſs on 
the declining ſaint: and what he ſpoke or wrote 
| appeared ſo plainly to flow from a warm heart, 
that it could ſcarce fail to affect. How much 
he compoſed, and to what excellent purpoſe, his 
Iematins will in ſome meaſure teſtify, though the 

molt 
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- moſt correct and valuable of his compoſitions 
were unfortunately deſtroyed by him in his laft 
illneſs, And thus we are deprived of the ſecond 
draught of his ſermon on Ezek. xii. 3, of ſeve - 
ral pious meditations on divine ſubjects, and pa- 
thetic addiefſes to unconverted ſinners; ſome of 
which, .when I read them, appeared to me the 

moſt calculated to touch the heart of any I ever ' 
met with. And ] am told by a learned and in | 
nious friend, that, about a month before . 

death, he had compoſed a warm addreſs to ſe- 
cure ſinners and languiſhing ſaints, pointing out 
the exerciſe of mind to which they were ſeveral- 
1y called in thoſe times of diſtreſs; and that they 
had ſome converſation together about nee 
and publiſhing it. 
His exalted piety, and his ſingular attain- 
ments in religion, inſtead of puffing him up with 

_ vanity and 0 f-conceit, and leading him to de- 
ſpiſe weaker Chriſtians, increaſed his humility, 
and awakened his caution. When high in the 
eſteem of others, he was ſltill low in his own, — 
He was none of thoſe, who are quick-ſighted in 
ſpying out the blemiſhes of others, and forward 
in expoſing them; while blind to their own 
faults, and enraged at thoſe who would point 
them out, Such were his views of the ſpiritua- 
lity and extent of the divine law, and ſo lively 
his apprebenſions of the love of God and the 
grace of the Redeemer, as produced an abaſing 
ſenſe of his own ſhortcomings, and made him 
confeſs tliat he was at beſt but an unproſozeble 

feryants He Was convinced of an abſolute u- 

„„ ſufficiepcy 
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| ſufficiency in himſelf, without the divine aid, to 
perform the ſmalleſt duty, to reſiſt the weakeſt 


temptation, or bear the leaſt trial: and was ſen⸗ 


fible, chat the gracious habits implanted in his 


ſoul would not enable him either to preſerve or 
to recover ſpiritual attainments ; but that as grace 
was firſt received from the fulneſs of Chriſt, ſo freſn 


applications to this glorious fountain-head were 
neceſſaryin every part of our Chriftian courſe. An 
| acquaintance with his own perſonal failings, the 


general frailty of human nature, and our con- 
tinual need of influences from above, diſpoſed 
him to make candid allowances for the infirmi- 


ties of others. He ſaw ſo much in himſelf to | 
| cenſure and amend, that he iound neither leiſure 


nor inclination to attack the character of his bro- 


ther; and, if at any time he found fault with 
the conduct of any one, it was ſeldom he would 
ſignify ſo much to any fave the perſon himſelf, 


Never was there a ſoul more ſuſceptible of 
friendſhip, or endowed with more of a tender 


affectionate ſympathizing diſpoſition, My inti- | 


mate correſpondence with him for two years and 


A half, gave me peculiar proofs of this: and 


ſome of the inſtances of his friendſhip were ſuch _ 


| as | believe can ſcarce find a parallel either in 
ancient or later times, though I have reaſons 


for not being more particular on this head. To 
him, in every diſtreſs and perplexity, with free- 
dom I could unboſom my moſt hidden pains, 
without the leaſt doubt of their remaining as ſe- 
cret, as 1f they had been confined within my 


| Own breaſt, He felt my joys and ſorrows as if 


B 2 they 
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they had been his own. He kindly warned 
me of whatever he thought amiſs in my conduct, 


and took it well when I uſed the ſame feeedom 


with him. I can never be ſufficicntly thankful, 
that God ever favoured me with ſuch a friend, 
and gave me ſuch peculiar advantages for know - 
ing his worth, and improving by his converſation 


and example. And I can never ſufficiently 


lament my bad improvement of ſuch a privi- 


lege. 


The leaſt circumſtance that concerned his 
friend was not diſregarded by him. 1 find him, 
in a letter to an intimate comrade, complain- 


ing of his ſitting up too late at night, and 
thereby deſtroying his health, and giving un- 


eaſineis to his friends, He reminds him, his 
body was not his own, but belonged to Chriſt, 
being bought with his blood; and that therefore 
he was obliged to take care of it as one of 


Chriſt's members. In the ſame letter he kindly 


expreſſes his jealouſy, leſt that correſpoadent 


was not diligent enough in applying to the lan» 
auages. | a | 


By papers found in his ſtudy, and other inci- 
dents, I have learned, that ſeveral of his com- 
rades had entruſted him with particulars, which 
they were not willing any other ſhould know: 


and I have the higheſt evidence, that in no 
| Inſtance he diſcloſed to one comrade, what 
in this way he received from another. Were e- 


very one as ſcrupulous in this particular, many 


| friendſhips would not have proved ſo ſhort-lived, 
many jars would have happily been prevented, 


and 
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and friends been encouraged to communicate 
their thoughts to each other, with that freedom 
and confidence without which friendſhip ſcarce 
deſerves the name. | 5 
How much ſoever he loved his friends, yet he 
was far from imbibing their ſentiments without 
examination, or imitating their conduct except 
in ſo far as it was ornamental, exemplary, and 
becoming a Chriftian, He could diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt their excellencies and foibles; and, while 
he endeavoured to copy after the one, he was e- 
qually careful to guard againſt any the leaſt tinc- 
ture of the other, | „ 1 
lle was born at Edinburgh, Janpary 10.1724, 
and died of a high fever the 28th of October 
1745. The confuſivns of the times prevented 
my acceſs to fee him during his illneſs, or ſo 
much as to hear he was indiſpoſed, till the 
very night he died. I cannot however but re- 
mark, that though I have known many Chriſti- 
ans who have had greater raptures of joy at par- 
ticular ſeaſons, yet I never was acquainted with 
one of a mere chearful and ſ date temper, and 
further removed from religious melancholy, 
or indeed melancholy of any kind: and theres 
fore I am convinced the gloomy apprehenſions 
of his ſtate, which he expreſſed to ſeveral about 
a fortnight before his death, were nothing but 
the effects of the violence of the fever. And 


as to diſeaſes and their effects, all things coming 


alike to all, none but knaves or fools will dare 

to improve ſuch incidents to the diſadvantage o 

religion. It is however agreeable, that in hf _ 
13 3 - las 
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laſt moments he diſcovered more calmneſs Te" 
ſerenity, and, if I am rightly informed, expreſſed 
to a miniſter bis well-grounded hopes of a bleſſ- 
ed immortality, by chearfally lifting up both his 
hands to heaven, at the miniſter's deſire, 

[ had the happineſs to be near him for ſix or 
| ſeven weeks after our troubles began; and tho? 
he had a deep ſenſe of the calamities with which 
the nation was threatened, yet he was far from 
2 giving way to melancholy, on the contrary 

entertaining hopes that the deſigns of a Popith 
pretender would be baffled, and all our confu- 
ſions finally iſſue in good. The laſt time 1 was 
with him was on Monday the gth of September, 
being the week beſore the Highlanders entered 
Edinburgh. He was very fond that day, that 
we ſhould go together to Stirling, to wait on 
Colonel Gardiner: but, finding it inconvenient, 
J diſſuaded him; which afterwards, when | 
heard of the Colonel's death, gave me great un- 
eaſineſs. But they are now met, never to part 
more, in thoſe bliſsful manſions, where the ack 
ed ceaſe from troubling, awhere the weary are at 
' reſt, and where they ſhall no more be diſturbed 
with tbe ſound of the trumpet, and the alarm of 
avar. They have now attained that perfe& con- 
formity to the diyine image, and that full un- 
interrupted enjoyment of God, which their ſouls, 
while here below, ſo earneſtly breathed after. 
They have waſhed their robes, and made them 
ewhite in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are 
they before the throne of God, and ſerve him 


| day and _ it ha 7s femple. And the Lamb, 
| | which 


ö 
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wehich is inthe midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, 
and ſhall rad them unto living fountains of waters, 
and God ſhall wipe aabay all tears from their eyes, 
But, tbough it would be madneſs to weep for 
them, we have the greateſt reaſon, when we re- 
fle& on our loſs, to weep for ourſelyes and for 
dur children. In the Colonel we loſt one whom 
neither the fear of reproach, nor the fear of 
death, could entice to ſwerye from his duty; 
one bold and faithful in the ſervice of his king 
and country, and no leſs fo in the cauſe of his 
God: equally illuſtrious as a hero and a Chri- 
ſtian; who had often, in his lifetime, ſtood 
ſingle in oppoling the daring inſults of rebel- 
lious ſinners againtt the King of heaven, in com- 
pan ies where his temptaſ ions to act a different part 
were peculiarly great; and who, in his laſt mo- 
ments, ruſhed upon dangers in defence ot the re- 
ligion and liberties of his country, when baſely 
deſerted by thoſe who were obliged, by all the ties 
of duty, of honour, and of gratitude, to have 
3 his life at the hazard of their own. 

But 1 forget myſelf. o return: > 
In the piops author of the following remains, 
the na ion and church have loft a perſon of emi- 
nent and increaſing gifts and graces : a fervent 
wreltler at the throne of grace, that God 
would ſpare his people, and not give up his hes 
ritage to reproach ; one who ip hed in ſecret places 
fer the aboniinations done in the midſt of us, 
and unweariedly lifted up his heart and hands to 
| God in the heavens, that our Iſrael might pre- 

yall, He was cut off in the flower of his * 
1 : ut 
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but he lived much in a ſhort time; the world 


was not worthy of bim; he was ripe for glory; 


he had the heart of a proph*t, and is now poſ- ; 
ſeſſed of a prophet's reward. „ 


aer. IV. Great (and, we may be ready to 
conclude, irreparable) is our loſs who are left 
behind. But there is a bright as well as a dark 


fide of the cloud. We may, on ſuch an occa- 


ſion, ſing of mercy as well as judgement; and, 


ia the multitude of our thoughts within us, the 
comforts of God may welight our ſouis. When 


theretore God 15 pleaſed thus to remove from us 
thole whole lives were eminently uſctul, let not 
cur forrow for the loſs, baniſh from our view 


the grounds of joy which ſtill remain; that mix- 
ture of mercy wiich ſhould not only allay and 


moderate our {orrow, but even excite our praiſe. 
Such and ſuch friends are now no more, but does 
it theretore ceaſe to be a favour, that once we en- 


| joyed their friendſhip, and that they were continu- 
ed with us fo long? Do mercies call for gratitude 


only the moment we are taſting them ? and, fo 
ſoon as the enjoymeat is over, ſhall the good - 


neſs of God in beſtow ing that enjoyment be for- 


got? Was it neither an honour, nor an advan- 


tage, to have thoſe our friends, who were the 


friends of God ? thoſe our counſellors, who had 
the Spirit of wiſdom ard revelation to counſel 
and direct them? and to have a ſtare in their 


affections, who were dear to Chriſt, and belo- 


ved of the Father? Was it no favour, that we 
ſhould fo long, aud ſo often, hear the gracias = 
| | 8 æcoras 
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worde that dropt from their mouths, and enjoy 
the benefit of their prayers, their advices, their 
example? While then we complain that we en- 
joy ſuch « privilege no longer, is it not more 
reaſonable to bleſs God we have enjoyed it fo 
long 5 . 
Can we reflect on the happineſs of our de- 
parted friends, and yet indulge our murmuring 
complaints? Are we grieved, that they are got 
to a place, where there is no more curſe, no 
more pain, no tempting devil, no body of ſin 
and death, and where they ſhall ſtand in need of 
our pity and ſympathy no more? Are we grie- 
ved, that the deſires of their longing ſouls are ſa- 
risfied, and that they have attained e end of 
their faith, even the ſalvation of their ſouls ?. 
Or, have we forgot theſe ſupporting truths ? 
Need we be reminded, that our pious friends are 
not utterly extint ? They live, they act and 
think to better purpoſes than ever. Their earrb- 
ly houje of this tabernacle is indeed diffolved ; but 
they have a building of God, a houſe not made 
 evith hands, eternal in the heavens, They are 
got ſafe to Immanuel's land; and, though to 
us their lamp may ſeem extinguiſhed, they fine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the 
ſtars for ever and ever. All their burdens and 
| ſorrows, all their pains and diſeaſes, all their a- 
gonies, all their cares and anxieties, all their 
fears and alarms, are now at an,end. All their 
doubts of divine love, all their iuſpicions of 
their own ſincerity, are now buried in their 
graves, never to riſe any more. How much ſo- 
| 1 5 ever 
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ever it grieves us, it gives not them the leaf 
pain, that they have bid adieu to their deareſt 
earthly companions, and that the place which 
once knew them, muſt know them no more. They 


_ Gng with gratitude and thank fulneſs, The liner 


have fallen to us in pleaſant places, and we haus 
4 goodly heritage. They have now put off be 


Spirit of heawinz/s, and put on the garments ef 


Trae They are got to the palace of the great 
ing, where they are amazed, raviſhed, and o- 


vercome, with the e of his infinite 
beauty, and the taſtes of his incomprehenſible 


love. From a world, where their righteous 7 * 


ewere wexed with the filthy converſation of the 
evicked, and the diviſions of the people of God, 
they are got to a ſociety, where harmony and a- 


nion ſhall for ever ſubſiſt; to a ſociety, all the 


members of which are happy, wiſe, and good. 
They fee, they enjoy, 7he God of love; and 


with an ardent unwearied zeal, and the inked: 
tranſports of delight, they adore, admire, and. 
extol e Lamb that was ſlain, who waſhed them 


from their ſins in his own blood. — Are thoſe then 
io be condoled, who have a paradiſe to dwell in, 


and an infinite God to enjoy ? Would we recall 
our friends from this bliſs and glory, which, 


while on earth, they ſo earneſtly breathed after 2. 
Should we not rather 15 on their behalf, 


and congratulate their happy arrival at their Fa- 


ther's houſe? 7s this our kindne/s to our friend E. 


Is this an evidence of a well. regulated rational 
affection, that our own leſſer lots ſhould cauſe # 
trouble, which the thoughts of their greater 
. | gain 
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gain cannot balance ? Would it not diſcover 


more of true gratitude, generoſity, and great. 


neſs of mind, to rejoice 1n their happy change, 


| though thereby we are deprived of that which 
of all earthly things was deareſt to us ? . 


But let it be further obſerved, that our 


pious friends are gone to a place, to which we 
_ ourſelves, if imitating their pattern, are alſo 
haſtening. Heaven is our home, as well as theirs. 
We are bound for the fame harbour; and, if 
they are landed before us, we are certain it can- 
not be Icng ere we meet them there. We ſhall 

one day fit down with Abraham, lJaac, and Fa- 
cob in the kingdom of heaven. And if, as that 


text ſeems to ſuppoſe, we ſhall enjoy delightful 
| ſociety with them; can we think we ſhall have 


no intercourſe with zho/e who, while on earth, 
helped us on, and encouraged us in our way to 
theſe bliſsful manſions ? Shall not thoſe who on 


earth united their prayers, that they might frd 


mercy in the day of the Lord, unite their praiſes, 
now that they jointly 1pherit the {ame incorrup- 


ible kingdom ? It can ſcarce be reconciled with 


the divine wiſdom, that the ties of friendſhip 


and affection ſhoulJ be ſuffered to wax ſo ſtrong, 


«eſpecially in virtuous minds, if when ſuch a 
friendſhip is ſcarce arrived at its maturity, it muſt 


on a ſudden wither and decay? How much would 


ſuch a thought damp the joys of brotherly love? 
ot with what delight may we converſe with 
friends on earth, if we believe that, after being 
ſeparated from them for a while, we ſhall con- 
verſe with them for ever in heaven ? e. ſhall ze 


them 
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them again, and our hearts ſhall rejoice, and 
our joy ſhall no man take from us. We may then 
anticipate the pleaſures of having their perſons 
reſtored. —But, may ſome object, the outward 
tabernacle our friends once animated, is now diſ- 
ſolved, ſo that we can no more {ee what was 
once the defire and the delight of our eyes. Are 
we then concerned that theſe amiable bodies, the 
idea of which often forces itſelf upon us, and 
is at once pleaſant and tormenting; are we, I 
ſay, concerned, that theſe are rotting in a grave? 
Chri/? will change their wile bodies, and faſhio4 
them like unto his glorious body. Their cerruptible 
ſhall put on incorruption, their mortal ſhall put on 
immortality. What was ſown in diſhonour and 
weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed in power and glory. 
Though, after their fin, worms deſtroy this body, 
yet in their fleſh ſhall they ſee God : whom they 
ſhall fee for themſelves, and their eyes Gall be- 
Hold, and net another, though tbeir reins be con- 
ſumed within them. | 
* Sger. V. But here I doubt not ſome will be 
ready to allege, It is not fo much their own loſs, 
as the loſs of the public, they mourn over. When 
(“will they ſay) zhe righteous periſbeth, ſhould 
| * 70 man lay it to heart! When merciful men are 
faden away, ſhould none confider that tbe rigb- 
© 7eous are taken away from the evil to come “ 
«© Whenzhe precious ſons of Zion, comparable to fine 
& gold; when her Nazarites, who avere purer than 
& /now, and whiter than milk, are ſlain with the 
« ſword, or pine away with ſickneſs, is there not 
« then cauſe to cry, Help, Lord, for the godly man 
5 N | «© ceaſeth, 
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te eaſeth, for the faithful fail from among tha 
© children of men? Is there not too much rea- 
1 ſon to apprehend, that when God is thus 


« thinning a church of her molt valuable mem- 


1% bers, of thoſe who were het beauty and glo- 
- 66 ry; her ſafety and defence, the chariots of I 


© rael and the horſemen there that then he is 


% about to take his candleſtick from that peo- 


ple, and deprive them of the precious privi- 


& leges they have ſo much abuſed ? Eſpecially, 


e 15 there not reaſon for ſuch fears, when few ar 
„ none are raiſed up, in their place; who are a- 


«© nimated with an equal ardout to ſtem the im- 
© petuous torrent of corruption, and revive the 


e intereſts of detayed piety et, even a- 


midſt ſuch gloomy refle ctions, grounds of thank- 


fulneſs ſtill remain. We are ceitain; God has 


wiſe ends to promote even by ſuch cloudy diſ- 


penſations; and this may ſtill our minds, that 
he does all things well, and that all events ſhall | 
in the iſſue be over-ruled for his glory and the 
benefit of his people“. A revival of religion 


may be-neareſt; when to the eye of ſenſe it ap- 
pears furtheſt off; and it is eaſy with God, by a 


down pouring of his Spirit, more than to ſup- 
ply the want of every inſtrument. This we are 
allowed to pray for, and this we have ground to 
hope. For the Lord ſhall comfort Zion; be ' 


* None has inquired with ſo much aceutacy (thotgh 


without pretending to be wiſe above what is written) in- 
to the ends of Providence, in the early death of the chil- 
dren and ſetyants of God, as the Reverend Mr Foxcroft, 


ina judicious ſermon on that difficult ſubject. The reader 
may likewiſe conſult MarſhalPs parliatnent-fertnon on Mi- 
Cal vii. I, 2. and Dr * ſerm.on on Pfal. Ixxxix. 45. 


270 


8 


P . 
* __—— r 5 * 


— „ 


— - 
N 


6 
5 
5 

$5 
| 


26 REFLECTIONS ON THE 
a comfort all her waſte places, and be ail. 


make her wilderneſs like Eden, and her deſert like * 


the garden of the Lord ; joy and gladneſs ſhall be 
found therein, thankJgiving, and the voice of me- 
Jody *. When the children of Zion are called 


hence, Zion may ſay, The Lord hath forſaken 


me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. But how , 
kindly does God comfort ber in ſuch hours of 


_ dillreſs? Can @ woman forget her fucking elit, + 


that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of 
her womb yea, they may forget, yet auill J not 


forget thee f; &c. &c. In this then we may re- 
joice, that, though particular ſervants of God 


are not ſuffered to continue by reaſon of death, 


- 


| there ſhall fill be @ /eed io ſerve him, which 


Hall be accounted to him for a generation. His | 


nume fall endure for ever; his name ſhall be 


continued as long as the ſun: men Gall be bleſſed 


in him, and all nations ſhall call him bleed, Ihe 


glory of the Lord ſhall endure for ever, and the 


| cauſe of a living Redeemer never be ſuffered to 


Seer. VI. What chiefly concerns us, is right - 
1y to improve the trial: And this, I am ſure, 


could not but give the higheſt ſatisfaQion to our 


departed friend, were he acquainted with the 
tranſactions of this lower world. Methinks I hear 


bim calling upon thoſe he has left behind, in 


* If. Ii. 3 


I. xlix. 15 —2t. The reader is deſired to view the 
- remainder of this encouragirg pe lage in his Bible, as it 


1s 409 long to be toferted here: 


"+ 
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ſome ſuch language; Weep not for me, bat 
% weep for yourſelves, and for your children. 
have exchanged a world of ſorrows for a 


« world of conſummate bliſs : I am landed ſafe - 


& on the banks of the river of life: I am now 
got to the place where the inhabitant ſhall no 


% more ſay, I am fick; where I ſhall no more 


4 complain of a deceitful heart, a tempting 


devil, an enſnaring world. My labours are 
now at an end: I have fought the good fight, 


„ have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
faith; now I have conferred upon me the 
* crown of righteouſneſs. Think not, that, 
„ when ] laboured to prepare for uſefulneſs in 


* the church, I laboured in vain, and ſpent my 
« ſtrength for nought : God is not unrighteons 


„to forget my work of faith, and labour of 
* love, and patience of hope. Where there is 
a willing mind, it is accepted, even when 


opportunities to execute govd purpoſes ate b 


© denied. That God who ſaid unto David, 


* Whereas it was in thine heart to build a hoitſ® _ 
0 my name, thou didſi ell that it was in thins 
* heart; nevertheleſs thou ſhalt not build ibe 


* houſe : that ſame God approved theſe pions 
„ deſires of uſefulneſs, which his bleſſed Spirit 


had kindled in my breaſt. My ſervices hae 
been fmall; my time of ſervice ſhort: but 


my reward is glorious and durable. By the 
*« riches of divine grace, I had ſcarce begun to 
«*< taſte the evils of life, when I was removed 
„from them. I have fought long enough, for 
“ T have gained the victory: I have lived long 

IS enough, 
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1 enough, for Þ have finiſhed the work my Father 
gave me to do. When on earth, I felt a joy in 
t religion ſuperior to the higheſt ſenſual delight; 
I felt even then, that Wiſdom's ways were ways 
* of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace: But 
the happineſs I now poſſeſs, heart cannot con- 
„ ceiye, nor tongue expreſs; O that you who 
rare now mourning my de eaſe, may all ſhare in 
te it! Why this exceſs of grief, as if ſame evil 
* thing had befallen me? Mourn not for me, for 
] am happy; but mourn for your own iniqui- 
* ties: and yet ſorrow not eyen for them as 
$6. thoſe who have no hope. He who has waſhed 
* me from my fins in his own blood, and made 
teme a king and prieſt unto God, is able and 
* willing to ſave all that come to God through 
* him; his blood can cleanſe you from all fins, 
© his merits reſtore you to the divine favour, 
.* and his Spirit ſanctify and renew your na- 
be tyre, By his providence and grace, my 
- £ parting from you ſo ſoon, may prove an 


. occaſion of our meeting iv happier climes, 


£ and dwelling together for ever. The/e things 
* auvhich you have both learned and received, and 

© ſeen aud heard in me, do; and the God of peace 
& Hall be wvith you. If you are already the chil- 
£* dren of God, grudge not he has taken me to 
heaven before you; and learn to love him 


i more when deprived of other objects of love.“ 


Sęcr. VII. But I haye detained the reader too 
long from the precious fragments of my worthy - 
friend. I have only further to obſerve, that the 

| 1 _ 


* 
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diſcourſe on F2ek; xii. 3. was compoſed by him 
in Avguſt laſt 3- and that the firſt draught, from 


which it is publiſhed, was written by him in a 


few hours, without any aſſiſtance from books or 
converſation, The ſecond dravght could not be 
found. The principal amendments he made 
were in the ſecond. general head; and, as I con- 
verſed with him about them, and found a ſmall 


paper in which was the plan of them, I took the 


liberty to make the amendments myſelf : ſo that, 
in a great part of the ſecond general head, the 
thoughts only are my friend's, and the way of 
expreſſing them is mine Through the whole of 
the remains, I have frequently left out paſſages 
which ſeemed leſs neceſſary, or ſome how or o- 
ther improper to be printed; and thus have often 
joined ſentences, or paragraphs of ſentences, to- 
gether, which in the original were diſtant. Here 
and there, though but rarely, I have altered the 


expreſſion, to make the ſenſe more clear; and + 


ſometimes have cited the ſcriptures more fully 
and diſtintly, But, in publiſhing remains 


which the writer never intended for the preſs, 


none, I am perſuaded, will condemn ſuch free- 
doms. It is needful to obſerve as to the letters, 
that ſome of them are tranſcribed from what I 
| reckon firſt draughts, and others of them from 


fair copies which my friend had taken after 


writing the original letters: I have reaſon to 


think thoſe of the firſt kind will be leſs correct, 
and thoſe of the ſecond more ſo than the origi- 


nal letters, at leaſt if l may judge from ſome 


C3 | Tenters, 
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letters, of which I ſaw both the original, and 
the author's firſt draught or fair copy. 

It was judged improper to publiſh the names 
of the perſons to whom the letters in the follow- 
ing collection were directed, as all of them are 
ſtill alive: and, for the lame reaſon, particular 
paſſages, which might haye led to the knowledge 
df theſe perſons, have in ſome caſes been left 
out. The ſame initials always point out the 
ſame perſon, though ſcarce ever the perſon of 
poſe name theſe letters are the true initials, 


P. S. Since writing the above, I have been 
adviſed to add to this collection of my friend's 
remains a lecture on the firſt pſalm, and a ſer- 

on on growth in grace; both which he deliver- 
ed, about two years ago, in a private meeting 
of ſtudents of divinity, but had corrected them 
conſiderably | ſince. In- the laſt of theſe diſcourſes, 
without intendin it, he has painted his own 
Character to the life, and diſcovered the method 
by which he had acquired ſuch uncommon at- 
taioments in true holineſs. 


February 19. 
1746. 


vp On 


—Ezpx; xii. 3. — It may be they awill conſider, 


though they be a rebellious houſe. 


generality of men, even thoſe to whom 
the auord of ſalvation is ſent, Though 
> they are 1n the greatelt danger, they 


will not be afraid; though they are rebels a- 


gainſt an almighty King, they delay to lay down 


the weapons of their rebellion ; and though he 


offers them peace and pardon through the medi- 
ation of his own Son, they zeglect /o great /al- 


vation. Ah fleepy ſinners! how long will you 


ſay, Yet a little fleep, a little flumber, a little 
folding of the bands to ſleep ? Will you never a- 


wake, that Chriſt may give you light ? Will y o 


not awake to ſee a Saviour, the Sun of righteouſe 


neſs, the bright and morning Star, the Pearl gf 
great price, even that Jeſus who is a/together. 


lovely? Will you not awake, though it be 
to ſee,” nay to enjoy, a reconciled God, he 


Father of mercies, the God of all conſolation, n 


ah fawour is life, and whoſe lowing- kindneſs is 


better than life ? How can you ſleep, when hea. 
| 1 5 ; | ven 
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hands to a rebellious and gainſaying people. 
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ven and eternal life may be ſecured by one lift- 


ing of your eyes? Shall neither 7hunder nor 


mujic ſtir up thy ſleepy heart? Are you reſolved 
wilfully to periſh ? or do you dream it is happi- 

neſs. to be eternally miſerable ? What meane/? 
thou, O ſleeper, that thou remaineſt thus careleis, 
thoughtleſs, and unconcerned ? Do you know . 


what you are, where you are, and whither you 


are going? Have you lived 20, 30, or perhaps 
70 ears, and never yet got time to ſpend one 


ſerious thought about theſe things? This, alas! 


is the caſe now-a-days with too many, Mini- 
ſters have much reaſon to complain, I bo hath 
believed our report! and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed ? All day long they flratch out their 
Nay, 
though God call, they awill not anſaver;, though 
he ſtreich out his arm, they will not regard. 

This awful confideration will, I hope, ſuffici- 


_- eatly apologize for my chuſing this text, and en- 
treating your moſt earneſt and ſerious attention. 
I beſeech you, my dear friends, do not alway's 
play the child. Trifle not in matters of the laſt 


importance. Act a part becoming rational crea- 
tures, and guiz yourſelves like men. But Iwill 
net inſiſt upon this, hoping for your attention, 
which will not only be a nx to the ſpeaker, 


_ but which may turn out, through the divine 


bleſſing, to the unſpeakable vos of your 
own precious ſouls. I proceed therefore to diſ- 


courie from theſe words, It may he they. will con- 


aer, though they be a rebellinus houſe. 
It appears from the con text, that the children 
oF 


v ron EZ E k. xri. 3. | 33 


of Iſrael were, at the time when this prophecy 


was uttered, living in great ſecurity. In the 


ſecond verſe it is ſaid, Son of man, thou dævelleſt 
in the midſt of a rebellious houſe, which have eyes 


jo ſee, and ſee not; they have ears to hear, and 


hear not ; for they are a rebellious houſe. Such 
was their carnal ſecurity, that it was a proverb 


in the land of Iſrael, The days are prolonged, 


and every wien faileth, Like too many in our 
time, they put the evil day far from them. They 


ſaid, Peace and ſafety, when ſudden dęſtructiun 1 
Was ready to fall upon them, as travail upon a 


aboman with child. For this reaſon the Lord 
| ſends his prophet to threaten them, that at laſt 
they might be awakened to thoughtfulneſs, as 


appears from the verſe where our text lies; 
" herefore, thou ſen of man, prepare thee Stuff | 


fer removing, and remove by dayjin their fight ; 


and thou fhalt remove from thy place to another 


place in their fight : Threatening them by theſe 


emblematic actions, (as appears from the reſt of 


the chapter), that, if they did not repent, the 


Lord would ſend his judgements among them, 


and give the Chaldeans a commiſſion to lead 
them captive. "Tis added as a reaſon of this 
meſſage, It may be they will conſider, though they 


be a rebellious houſe, And perhaps this threat- 


ening was the means of ſtirring up ſome of the 
Iſraelites; for we ſee, verſe 16. that a fea 
men of them were left from the ſquord, from the 
famine, and from the peſtilence; though *'tis 

evident the generality of them paid no re- 


gard to thele alarms: for *tis ſaid, verſe | 
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9. Hath not the houſe of Tjrael, the rebellious 
houſe, ſaid unto thee, What dojt thou? They 
were grown ſo very ſtupid, and paid fo little re- 
ſpe to the prophet of the Lord, that they did 
not ſo much as inquire what he was about 
therefore the Lord is provoked to threaten in a 

more poſitive manner, that he would puniſh them, 
and to denounce that the day was at hand, and 
ſhould not be prolonged : and this conſideration 
_ ſhould, methinks, awaken all thoſe who have ſat 
under the goſpel careleſs and thoughtleſs, leſt God 
in like manner be provoked to ſend his judge- 
ments upon them, and ſuffer Satan to blind their 
eyes, and harden their hearts. But we proceed 
to the doctrine, * | | 


That miniſters of the goſpel ſhould earneſt- 
ly and diligently call upon rebellious ſinners 

to conſider, though at preſent there is but lit- 

« tle appearance of ſucceſs. It may be they ill 

** confider, though they be a rebellious houſe.” 

In diſcourſing from this doctrine, I ſhall en- 


deavour, 


I. To ſhew, why miniſters of the goſpel ſliould 
diligently and earneſtly preach the word, 
and be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
_ their people long continue rebel-. 
| lows, | „ 
II. Sbew, who may be ſaid to be rebellious 


ſinners. 


III. Explain what is imported in a ſinner's 


| IV.“ 


conſidering. 
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I. I retyrn to ſhew, why miniſters of the go- 
fpel ſhould diligently and earneſtly preach the 
. aword, and be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, ' 
though their people long continue rebellious. 
And they ſhould do this for the following rea- 
ſons. | EEE 3 
I. The command of God, and the nature of 
their truſt, render this neceſſary, If they are 
ſtewards in God's houſe, they ought to give e- 
yery one their 7 in due ſeaſon, If they are 
ambaſſadors of Chriſt, doubtleſs they are bound 
to declare to their hearers he whole counſel of 
God, that they may be free from the blood of 
all men, and that if any periſh, their blood may 
be upon their own head. They ought to cry a- 
loud, and not ſpare, to lift up their woice like a 
trumpet, and ſhew the people their tranſgreſſion, 
and the houſe of Facob their fins * They are 
ſet as paſtors over the ſouls of men, and ought 
by all means to ſeek to ſave them, watching for 
them, as they that muſt give account Fo Thus © 
Ezekiel was ſet as a watchman over the houſe 
of Iſrael, and a ſolemn charge given him by 
God himſelf; When 1 ſay unto the wicked, O 
avicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou doſjt 
not ſpeak ta warn the wicked from his way, that 
Wicked man ſhall die in his iniguity; but his Blood 
will J require at thine hand 1. Miniſters of the 
goſpel then are watchmen ; and Oh how great is 
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their charge! What diligence, what zeal and res 
ſolution do they need? And how awful a thing 
is it to prove unfaithtul to ſuch a truſt! Thus 
faith the Lord God unto the ſhepherds, Wo be to the 
ſhepherds of Ijrael, that do feed themſelves : 
Should not the ſhepherds fred the flocks ? The diſ- 
eaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither have 
ye healed that which was fich, neither have ye © 
bound up that which was broken, neither have ye 
brought again that which awas driven away, 
neither have ye ſought that which ayas loſt ; but 
with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, I am againſt 
the ſhepherds, and I will require my flock at their 
hand, and cauſe them to ceaſe from feeding the 
oc, neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed themſelves. 
any more; for I will deliver my flock from their 
mouth, that they may not be meat for them. It 
then miniſters of the goſpel have any regard to 
the authority of the =_ God, whoſe they are, 
and whom they profeſs to obey, they ought to 


be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to reprove; 


rebuke, and exhort with all long ſuſfering and doc- 
trine ; not only in /caſons when the Lord is 
pleaſed to grant ſhowers of bleſſings, but even 

. when the goſpel meets with the worſt reception, 

and men will not endure found dearine, but turn 
away their ears from the truth f. Whatever 
oppolition miniſters of the goſpel may meet with 
from carnal men, they ought not to fear their 
reproach, neither io be afraid of their revilings ||. 


* Ezek. xxxiv. 2. 4. 10. + 2 Iim. iv. 2, {2 Tim. Iv. 
3.4. 1K 7. 3 OO They ; 
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They ſhould /zr their face as a flint, and in nothing 
be terrified by their adverſaries ; joining with the 
bold apoſtle, I am debtor both to the Greeks 
and te the Barbarians, both to the wiſe and to 
the unwiſe. So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the goſpel to you that are at Rome alſo. 
For 1 am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chrift *, 
And thus we fulfil the charge, which, though firſt - 
delivered to an Old-teſtament prophet, extends 
to goſpel miniſters; Aud thou, Jon of man, be 
ot afraid of them, neither be afraid of their 
 ewords, though briers and thorns be with thee, 
nd thou doſt aryell among ſcorpions ; be not afraid 
of their words, nor be difmayed at their looks, 
though they be a rebellious houſe. And thou ſhalt 
Speak my words unto them, whether they will 
bear, or whether they will forbear : for they are 
 proft rebellious t. SE, 3 
2e. Miniſters ſhould be diligent in their work, 
notwithſtanding the little appearance of ſucceſs; 
becauſe, though ſinners do not turn to the Lord, 
yet their faithful labours in his ſervice ſhall be 
approved: though indeed, upon this ſuppoſi - 
tion, they ſhall not have the ſauls of their hear- 
ers to be their jey and crown of rejoicing in the © 
day of the Lord; nevertheleſs, ayhen the chief 
Shepherd hail appear, they ſpall receive a crown 
of glory that fageth not away . Ifaiah com- 
plains, ho haih belieued our report ? but ſtill 
does not give over declaring that report ; and 
| ſpeaking of himſelf in another place as a type 


Mr 16. + Ezek. 8,6.7, II Pet. v. 4. 4 
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of the Meſſiah, I Have laboured (ays he) in vain;, 
T bade Jpent my ſtrength for nought; and in vain ; 
yet Jurely my judgement is with the Lord, and my 
ework with my God. And now; faith the Lord, 

that formed me from the womb to be his ſervant, 
to bring Jacoh again to him, Though I/rael be not 
gathered, yet ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the 
Lord, and my God ſhall be my frength *. Ezekiel 
was encouraged by this ſame. conſideration ; 
Nevertheleſs (faith God to him) if thou warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from it; if be do not 
turn from his away; he ſhall die in his iniquity, 
but thou haſt delivered thy foul +. Miniſters then 
| Ought 70 ſpend and be ws for the goſpel, what- 
ever reception it meet with; labouring thus to 
maintain @ conſcience void of Hence towards God 
and towards men, and approving themſelves able 
miniſters of the New Teftament, and hardy ſoldi- 
ers of the Lord Jeſus, | 
3. Miniſters ſhould be diligent in their work; | 
though their people continue rebellious, becauſe 
it may be they will confider. Tis true; though 
Paul plant and Apollos water, tis God alone 
that can give the increaſe 4. The moſt diligent 
labours of miniſters are inſufficient in themſelves | 
to open the eyes of blind ſinners, to make the deaf 
hear, the lame to walk, and the dend to riſe. 

But yet tis commonly the caſe, that thoſe who 
are moſt zealous and diligent in the work of the 
' miniſtry, are moſt ſignally honoured with ſucceſs. 
Bleſſed are they who ſow beſide all waters || ! 


If, Alix. 4. 5. Kaak. xxXlii, 9. 11 Cor. iii. 6. 7. | 
: II.. xxxii. 20. . Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed in this, that they bid fair to ſee a nume- 
rous ſpiritual offspring, ſpringing up as among the 
gradſi, as awillows by the water courſes * : nay, 
Jouriſhing like the palm tree, and growing like a 
cedar in Lebanon ; and manifeſting themſelves, 
by their fruit, to be trees of righteouſneſs, the 
| planting of the Lord, in whom he avill be glori fi- 
ed |. Faithful miniſters, then, ſhould never de- 
ſpair of ſucceſs, though perhaps for many years 
they have complained of the want of it. Divine 
influences may come when leaſt expected. Hz 
that obſerveth the wind, ſhall not ſow ; and he 
that regardeth the clouds, ſhall not reap, As thou 
 knoweft not what is the way of the Spirit, nor how 
the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with 
child; even ſo thou knoweſt not the works of God 
who maketh all, How reaſonable then the 
| wiſe man's advice? Ia the morning /ow thy ſeed, 
and in the evening wwith-bold not thine band; for 
thou knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, either this 
or that, or whether they both ſhall bg alike good ||. 
Who knows how ſuddenly the Lord may be 
pleaſed, after a long reſtraint, to return in the 
operations of his grace? And, if he Spirit he 
poured upon us from on high, the wilderneſs ſhall 
become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be _ 
counted for a foreſt I. How many ipch encou- 
raging promiſes have miniſters to look to? 1 


woll pour auater upon him that is thirſty, and floods 


upon the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upan 
thy ſeed, ana my bleſſing upon thine offspring. One 
. H. xliv. . FRE ct. 12. 111. 1xi, 3 Eccleſ. 


l. 4. F. C. +16, xxx. 15. | 


neun 
ſpall Jay, I am the Lord's; and another fhall cal! 
 himfelf by the name of Facob ; and ancther ſhall | 
.{ubJcribe wvith his hand unto the Lord, and fir» | 
name himſelf by the name of Ijrael *®. For as the 
rain cometh down; and the ſnow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but avatereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give ſeed to the ſeaber, and bread 10 the eater: /o 
hall my wword be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; 
it ſhall not return unto me woid, but it ſhall accom- 
Pl-fo that which ] pleaſe, and it ſball proſper in 
the thing whereto I ſent it. For ye ſhall go out 
ewith jog, and be led forth with peace; the moun- 
tains and the hills ſhall break forth before you into 
Jinging, and all the trees of the field ſhall clap 
their hands. Inſtead of the thorn ſhall come up 
the fir-tree, and inflead of the brier ſhall come 
up the myrtle-tree ; and it ſhall be to the Lord for 
a name, for an everlaſting fin that ſhall not be 
cut off f. They that Jow in tears, ſhall reap in 
Joy. He that goeth forth and aweepeth, bearing pre- 
cious ſeed, ſhall doubileſs come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his ſheaves with him t. The want of 
ſucceſs ſhou!d engage miniſters to be more fervent 
at the throne of grace, wreſtling for the accom- 
pliſhment of 7ho/e promiſes; and more diligent 
and painful in their labours; but it ſhould ne- 
ver make them indulge ſuch diſcouragements, 
as will any way unfit- them for their work. 1 
mvſelf know an inſtance of a miniſter, who was 
a long time ſo diſcouraged for the want of ſuc- 
ceſs, that he was frequently on the point of gi- 
II. xliv. 3.5. + II. Iv. 10,13, f Pſal, cxxvi. 5. 6. 
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ying up his charge yet it pleaſed the Lord to 
bear his many groans, and in a very extraprdina y 
manner to pour out the Spirit upon his congrega- 
tion, ſo that many ſouls were turned fr:im dark- 
eſs to light, and from the poauer of Satan to the 
living Cod. And doubtleſs this has been the caſe 
with many of Chriſt's ſervants : ſome, after re- 
jecting the calls of the goſpel for 60 or 70 years, 
| Have at laſt been : wakened and brought to Chriſt. 
Theſe conſiderations ſhould warm the heart of 
every ſervant of Jelus, whatever be the caſe of 
his flock ; and lead him not only ardently to de- 
fire, but 70 hope and quietly wait for a day of the 
Son of man, And O how delightful a work is 
Ne to be employed as an in/frument of awaken- 
Et poor miſerable Anners, and leading them to 
eſus! How tranſporting to ſee ſuch flying as 4 
3 and as daves to their windows ! and how 
much ts be defired to haye many, whom we may 
| Preſent to God at the laſt day, ſaying, 4 Behold me, 
and the children whom thou ha given ne! Come 
then, my dear fellow: labourers in the goſpel, let 
us be more zealous and diligent than ever, in 
preaching the glad tidings of ſaluation; till 
accompanyiag our public miniftrations with 
warm and fervent addreſſes to the throne of grace: 
and let all thay make mention of the Lord, and 
wiſh well to the interelts of the Redeemer's king - 
dom, join their prayers \ with ours, and give God 
no reſt, till he eftabliſh, and till he make Fery- 
Jalem a praiſe in the earth *, 
: + Miniſters ſhould be diligent i in their work, 
„5 "JE Ixi'. 6. 7, | 
D 1 becauſe, 
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| becauſe, though, they die without any ſucceſs. 


among their people, yet the confideration of 
their creat diligence, and their many uſeful in- 


ſtructions, may be the means of awakening ſome 


of them at or after their death. People are very 
often inſenlible of their mercies, till it pleaſe 


the Lord to remove them. This is too frequent- 


ly tbe caſe with many who are favoured with a 


faithful miniſter: while he lived among them, per- 


haps they ſcarce ſpent a thought on ſerious mat- 


ters; but when they hear of the death of one, 


who had been ſo much concerned about their 
ſouls, and had done all in his power to deliver 
them from a natural ftate, this conſideration is 
ready to make them tremble at the dad improve 
ment they have made of /xch precious privileges. 
They can ſcarce enter a company, but they will 
hear the character of their miniſter; How ho- 
& ly he was—how meek—how humble—how 
„ zealous how laborious; howawfully he ſpake 
„ to finners of their miſerable condition while 
% out of Jefus; how warmly he exhorted to flee 
« from the wrath to come; how fully and ear- 
« neſtly he invited to come to the Saviour,” 


Theſe things may be as /o many /word's in the 


hearts of thoſe, who had reapt ſo little advantage 
from ſuch powerful means. While they hear 
from thoſe about them, how much greater the 
condemnation of thoſe muſt be who remain 
Chriſtleſs under ſuch a man's miniſtry, than that 
of others; this may naturally ſtir them up to 
think in good earneſt of he zhings that belong to 


#herr _ peacs ; their miniſter's words, which for- 


. | Fa merly 
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merly they heard as if they heard them not, 
may then ſound loud in their ears, and make 
ſtrong and laſting ia preſſions on their minds: 
the very empty pulpit will be a /ermon to them, 
and perhaps produce more happy effects than 
the beſt and moſt moving diſcourſes that ever 
were delivered from it. And their worthy p 
ſtor, though dead, will be regarded by them a as 
: yet Speaking *, 

5. Miniiters ſhould be diligent i in thaie work, 
that they may be an example to their brethren 
in the miniſtry, Example, it is commonly ſaid. 
is better and more effectual than precept; and 

indeed, in the preſent caſe, it holds very true: , 
nothing has a greater tendency to ſtir up one 
miniſter, than to ſee another who /erves the ame 
Maſter, and is employed about the ſame work, di- 
ligent and painful, The peruſal of the lives of 
faithful miniſters 18 often bleſſes to provoke the 
zeal of others: but how much more may be ex- 
pected from a living example? Your zeal (ſays 
the apoſtle Paul to the Corpnthians) hath Pa. 
very many t; meaning, that it had happily 
kindled in others the ſayhexgleſtial flame, Hap- 
| Py were it, it miniſtersſneyer provoked one an- 
ether in a different ſenſe Happy were it if there 
were no contentions among them, but who 
ſhould be meſt forward und active in promoting 
the intereſts of their common Lord! Ah! that 
any, veſted with ſo ſacred a character, and ad- 
vanced to fo high a dignity, as that of ambaſſa- 
ders of Goa, ſhould have flight impreſſions of 
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the importance of their office, indulge a floth- 
ful and lukewarm ſpirit, and turn remiſs in the 


| hots of their difficult truſt ! But how catch- 


ing and dangerous is the infection, and how 
great the neceſſity of guarding againſt it? A 
zealous and diligent miniſter, then, is an un- 


3 ſpeakable blefling ; not only as it may be ex- 


e he will be uſeful to his common audience, 5 
ut becauſe he will in all probability be a mean 
of ſtirring up others, who are employed in the 


ſame work with himſelf. It is not eaſy for a 


miniſter to be very ſingular, though it even be 
in what is good. He muſt in ſuch a caſe lay his 
account with much ill-will, and hear a load of 
repioach, proceeding from the envy, pride, and 
ſlothfulneſs, which at times are apt to ſteal into 
the minds, and greatly to miſlead the judgement 
and practice of even the beſt of men. But when 
we have a living example before us, to counte- 

nance our ardoyr and activity in the ways of God, 
this makes it eaſier for us to do what we think 


right, which perbaps otherwiſe we would not 


have enough of courage for. How divine and 
heroic a ſpirit does he diſcover, how glorious 


and truly noble a part does he act, who, in the 


midſt of difficulties and diſcouragements, of 


oppoſition and reproach, perfiſts in his Iabours 


with unwearied vigour? Conſcious of this, and 
ſupported by the refſection, that though his ſer- 
vices may be deſpiſed and undervalued by his 


fellow-Jerwvants, yet they ſhall be regarded and 


approved by his Maſter and Lord; who will not 


Proportion his reward to the ſucceſs of his 1a- 


| bours, 


45 
5 bours, but to the ſ Incerity and uprightneſs of his 
aims. When the miniſter who is more lazy and 
ſloth ful, though perhaps he has more ta encou- 
rage him in his work, reflects on a character ſo 
ſuperior to his own, he cannot but eſteem and 

admire it; which may tend not only to fill him 
with ſhaine and remorſe for paſt neglects, but 

to ſpur him up to greater en in the work * 
the Lord for the future. 1 


vUron EZ E k. XII. 4. 


II. I now vrotend. to ſliew. 2 may be ſaid to 
be rebellious ſinners. 
Here we may obſerve, that as God is the 
Creator of all mankind ; as it is in him they live, 
and move, and have their being, and from him 
they receive every good and perfect gift; they are 
therefore under unqueſtionable obligations to 
yield obedience to all his commands : fo that he 
who in any inſtance refuſes this obedience, and 
does not perfectly fulfil the law of God, may ih 
ſo far be ſaid to rebel againſt him. And in this 
ſenſe all the race of mankind, he only except- 
ed who knew no fin, are rebels againſt God 3 
for there is not a juſt man upon earth, that 
doth good, and finneth not. . But thoſe pro- 
perly are rebellious ſinners, who call in queſtion 
the being and perfections of zhe great Sovereign 
of the univer/e, or who would pull him down 
from his throne, by denying his providence, and 
_ refuſing they are under any obligations to love 
and to ſerve him. Though the heavens declare the 
4 of God, and the firmament ſhexweth his handy- | 


o Eccleſ. Vii, 6 


ork 
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work ®; though wniver/al na ure loudly per 

claims our obligations to offer to its Author the 
| conſtant ſacrifice of gratitude and praiſe, yet 
theſe preſampruous rebels pay no regard to her al- 
luring voice — Farther, thoſe alſo deſerve to 
be branded as rebels, who acknowledge the per- 
fections and providence of God, and the duties 
of natural religion, but call in queſtion the au- 
thority of thoſe ſupernatural revelations of his 
will, with which he has favoured a degenerate 
«world. Will not an earthly prince reſent an af- 
front to his amboſſador, | when he comes with 
ſufficient credentials), as if committed againſt his 
own perſon? And would he not deem them de- 
ſpiſers of his authority, who ſhould diſregard a 
proclamation to which he had annexed his royal 
Jeal? Is it not then juſt in God, to conſider 
thoſe as rebels, and to treat them accorcingly, 
who never obeyed that great command of be- 
lieving on the name of his Son Feſus Chriſt + ? 
For is it not too evident, that their unbelief 
proceeds, not from want of ſufficient evidence 
that the e divinely inſpired, but ei- 
ther from careleſſneſs, floth, negligence, and in- 
ſincerity, in ſearching into that evidence ; or 
from pride, while they ſet up their own wiſdom 
in oppoſition to the wiſdom of God; or from 
love to ſome beloved luſt, which they durſt not 
indulge, did they allow themſelves to be fully 
convinced that the ſcriptures are of God? Our 
Lord himſelf has taught vs to reaſon thus; He 
that believeth not is 5 conderuned already, becauſt 


Pal. xix. 1. ? 1 * 00, 23. 


47 
Le hath not believed on the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men loved 

darkneſs rather than light *. /I had not come 
and ſpoken unto them, they had not had fin; but 
#ow they have no cloke for their fin. He that 
bateth me, hateth my Father alſo. If I had not 
done among them the works which none other man 
did, they had not had fin; but now have they 
both een and hated both me and ny Father F.—— 
Thoſe alſo come under the denomination of re- 
bellious, who, if they have not the confidence 
openly to deny theſe important truths, yet can, 
without remorſe, violate the plaineſt precepts of 
the divine law, and live in the allowed practice 
of the groſſeſt fins ; having become pat feeling, 
and worn off every ſerious impreſſion of God 
from their minds, by a continued courſe of ab- 
uſing his goodneſs, by miſimproving the means 
of grace, by giving themſelves up to ſenſual 
_ pleaſures, by quenching the motions of the Spi- 
tit, and by diſregarding the remonitraaces of 

their own conſciences. The apoſtle Paul has 
given us ſeveral catalogues of ſuch rebellious _ 
ſinners ; and ſurely none can eſcape the charge 
who renounce the divine authority, and give up 
themſelves to the government of Satan or their 
own unruly deſires. Nay, their rebellion muſt 
be of the deepeſt dye, who when one luſt ſays, 
COME,” they come; and when another 
ſays GO,“ they go; but who, when God 


- ſohn In. 18.19. + John xy. 23. 23. 24. | Rom. i, 29. 
—3z, 2 Tim. iii, 4-4. 1 Tim. i. 9. 10. 
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4 A DISCOURSE 


commands, pay no reſpect to his precepts 1 
theſe, on the matter, proclaim it their opinion, 
that any ſlavery is more tolerable than ſubjection 


to God; whilſt the demands of every artfut 


pretender are chearfully granted, but thoſe of 


their only rightful Sovereign rejected with diſ- 


dain.— Laſtly, Thoſe are rebellious ſinners, 
Who Have a form of gadline/s, but deny the poauer 


thereof. Such, it is true, may do much in the 


externals of religion; but nothing they do flows ' 


from a principle of love to God, and regard ta 


his authority: God will therefore look upon them 
in the fame deteſtable light, as that man is looked 
upon by the honeſt part of the world, who, a- 
midſt the warmeſt profeſſions of loyalty to his 

prince, and theſe too confirmed by the ogth ef 
God, 1s ſo far loſt to all ſenſe of virtue and ho- 
nour, as to harbour he baſeft treachery in his 
breaſt, and to wiſh the ruin of that government, 
and ſecretly to attempt to undermine it, which 

openly he would appear to ſupport. Thus it is 


with hypocrites ; they pray to God, but not, as 


he requires, with their. whale hearts : they at- 
tend upon public ordinances; but know not 


what it is zo worſhip in ſpirit and in truth: their 


warmeſt appearances of piety are but mere page - 
antry and ſhew, and their devotions empty, in- 


ſignificant forms; nay, mockery and inſult to 
the heart ſearching God, as if his all-ſeeing 


eye could not ſee through their thin diſguiſe: 
their proud hearts will not /ubmit to the righ- 


_ teouſue/s of Chriſt, though by nothing elſe 


their pardon can be procuxed. And, when God | 
8 . commands 


bro EZ R K. XII. 3. 49 


commands them to ſubject themſelves to 2h 


King of Zion, their anſwer is, Ws will not have 


this man 10 reign over us. —— In ſhort, every 
one who is not renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, 
and has not the image of God ſtamped upon his 
| ſoul, whatever appearance he may make in the 
eyes of the world, is looked upon by God as a 
rebellious finner. EE: | 


And now, O man, whichever of theſe de- 


nominations you come under, whether you are 
an Atheiſt, a Deiſt, a profane debauchee, an 
hypocrite, or a ſelf-deceived profeſſor, this is 
your name, the rebellious ſinner. O frightful 


name! O terrible condition! An enemy to the 


God that made you! An enemy to that God 12 


awhoſe favour alone is life ! Do you not long 


for delieverance from ſuch a ſtate ? Are you not 


crying out, What fall I ao? Friends, I come 
to tell you what to do. God calls you to con- 
der : and indeed, it is high time for you to awake 


out of fleep. But perhaps you will inquire, 
What it is zo conſider ? which leads me, in the 


III. Third place, to explain what is import- 


ed in a ſinner's conſidering. | 
It implies our employing our moſt ſerious and 
attentive thoughts in contemplating ſpiritual and 


e 


divine things; particularly our bethinking our- 


ſelves that there is a God. And indeed the leaſt 


reflection may convince us of this: For the in- 


Vi/ible things of God from the creation of the 
world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
| . 3 things 
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. things tha are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead *. But though, I hope, there are no de- 
clared Atheiſts here, yet, alas! how many are 
there, of whom it may be ſaid, God ig net in all 
z heir thoughts? Strange! to live a number of years 
in God's world, and yet to refuſe him one ſeri. 
ous thought! 0 my dear friends, do nat reſolve 
always to go on in this careleſs, thoughtleſs way, 
which will neceſſarily end in your deſtruction, 
Shall I prevail upon you, for your own 

good, to meditate frequently with a ſolemn 
awe and reverence on the great God? O my 
F* ſoul, it is a certain truth, there is a God! a 
“ God in whom I live, and move, and have my 
„being; and whom I am therefore under the 
5 ſtrongeſt obligations to obey! a Sd who is 
« the ſearcher of hearts, and —— y knows 
** all my thoughts, my words, my Actions! a 
* holy and a juſt God, who canngt look upon 
« fin without abhorrence, and ill by no means 
clear the guilty a God whoſe power is in- 
„ finite, and able to ex- cute whatever is the 
« ſentence of his juſtice! able to caſt me, both 
4 foul and body, into hell. fire. /” Such reflections 
might behappily inſtrumental to awaken youfrom | 
Your unreaſonable ſlumber. O my friends, allow 
| yourſelves to think; will you think ſo earneſtly 
about the trifies of this world, your riches, your 
poſſeſſions, your merchandiſe ; and yet refuſe to 
ipend a thought about your God? But fur- 
ther, This conſidering implies, not only a be- 
thinkiog ourſelves that there is a God, but like 


* Rom, i. 20. 5 
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wiſe the yielding ſuitable attention to what re- 


velations he has given us of his mind and will. 


It would not be proper here to enter into along 


detail of the arguments in favour of revelation : 


I need only obſeve, that the ſcope and deſign 
of the holy ſcriptures, —the characters of their 


Ppenmen,—the exact accompliſhment of number- 
leſs prophecies, —the beautiful mixture of gran- 
deur and fimplicity in the ſcripture-ſtyle,—the_ 
harmony of the Old and New Teſtaments,—and _ 


of the ſeveral parts of both, —the miracles and 


reſurrection of Chriſt, the teſtimony of the a- 
poſtles, —the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit 
poured out upon the church in their time, and 


the quick and aſtoniſhing ſucceſs of the goſpel 


in reforming the world; theſe conſiderations, I 
ſay, taken together, afford ſufficient evidence 
that the Bible is indeed the word of God. And, 
if God has in it revealed his mind to mankind, 


doubtleſs it is their duty attentively to conſider 
what is contained in that revelation: they ſhould 


diſregard the vain ſuggeſtions of their own de- 


. ceitful hearts, and believe what the God of truth 


mas declared. — And therefore rebellious ſinners 
are called to conſider, and lay to heart, the 


ſtate they are in by nature, according to the 


ſcrĩipture account: and a diſmal account that is! 


God indeed created man upright and holy: 


but man that was in honour continued not. Adam 


our firſt parent, being left to the freedom of his 
own will, abode not long in that bliſsful ftate, 
but broke covenant with God ; and, being the 
federal head or repreſentative of all his poſterity, 
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42 A DISCOURSE. 
involved not only himſelf, but them alſo, in 
guilt, ſin, and miſery, as the apoſtle Paul large- 
ly repreſents . In conſequence of this, all the 
ewerld are now become guilty before God ; and 
not only guilty, but filthy and polluted. There 


not one . We naturally bear the image of the 
wicked one, and are enemies to God in our minds 
by wicked works ||. Our underſtandings are 
darkened, our wills rebellious, our affections 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſþ. ln ſhort, man, by 
departing from God, gave himſelf into the 
hands of the devil; and now that wicked pirit 

rules in the children of diſobedience I, brings them _ 
into his /zare, and takes them captive at his 
ewill +, So that here we are the ſlaves of Sa- 
tan, and liable hereafter to ſhare eternally in his 
puniſhment, This 15 ſome ſhort account of our 
natural ftate : and, Oh how ſhould it humble us 
to the duſt! The crown is fallen from our head; 
Wo unto us, becauſe we have finned ++, How is 
the gold become dim, and the moſt fine = chan- 
ged +? — But O let us admire and adore the 
unmerited love and grace of God, who does not 
call ſinners to conſider only this their loſt and 
undone condition, and to pore for ever on their 
own miſery! For behold glad tidings of great 
Joy ! God ſo loved the world, that he gave his on- 
I begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, \ 

ſoould not periſh, but have everlaſting life =. If 


® Rom. v. 12. 15. 18.19. + Rom. iii 19. f Rom. hi. 
10. 12. || Col, i. 21. + Eph. ii. 2. - + 2 Um. ii. 20. 
+ Lam, v. 16. — Lam. iv. I. = John iii. 16. 


We 


is none righteous, there is none that doth good, no 


Ur n . xn. 1 42 


we had been left to ourſelves, we muſt have ꝝn- 


doubtedly periſhed for ever. We could do no- 
thing to ſatisfy God's offended juſtice; and, be- 


ing dead in treſpaſſes and fins *, we were unable 
to fulfil his law, Behold then, O ſinner, and 
behold with thankfulne/s and delight, Jeſus, an 


all- ſufficient Saviour, able to ſave to the utier- 


moſt all that come unto God through him +. He 


Who was Immanuel, God with us, has fully ſa- 


tisfied divine juſtice, by offering himſelf a ſa- 
crifice for ſin: he has likewiſe magn:/ied the lax, 
and made it honourable T. He has finiſbed tranſ- 


greſſion, made an end of fin, made reconciliation 
for iniquity, and brought in an everlaſting rigb- 


zeouſneſs l. And methinks, if you have a ſuit- 


able conviction of your deplorable: ſituation by 
nature, an all-ſufficient Saviour will be indeed a 


But perhaps you 


Joyful ſound in your ears. 


are ſaying, I believe Jeſus is a Redeemer to ma- 
ny; but what comfort can that give me, unleſs. 


] know he is my Redeemer in particular? Vel 


then, for your encouragement, know, you are 
likewiſe called to conſider, that Jeſus in all his 


glorious tulneſs is offered to you in the goſpel : 
zay, you have not only a warrant to accept of 


him, but you are commanded, invited, and en- 


treated to do it. And ought not theſe conſide- 
rations to remove all your objections and difficul- 
ties, and engage you to embrace the Saviour with- 
out delay ? [s it not written, This 7s his command- 


ment, that we ſhould believe on the name of his 


* Eph. ii, 1. + Heb. vii. 25. 1 II. xlii. 21. Dan. 
x. he f 4 : ; | 
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54 4A DISCOURSE 
Son Jeſus Chriſt *® ? Does not Jeſus himſelf f in⸗ 
vite you? Come unto me, all ye that labour,, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt f. And 
” hath he not kindly aſſured you, Him that cometh 
| 20 me, I awill in nowiſe caft out | ? The holy 
Spirit calls, To-day if” y ou will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts |. And behold, the Lord 
has ſent out his ſervants zo the highways and 1 
the hedges, tc compel you to come in, that his bouſe 
may be filled +. He has given us the commiſſion, 
> ell hem which are bidden, Behold, I have pre- 
ared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are 
killed, and all things are ready: Come unto 
the marriage +. Nane are finally excluded, | 
but ſuch as exclude themſelves by unbelief. Of. 
then, my friends, no longer make light of the _ 
gracious call, but without delay flee: from rhe 
qurath to come, by believing on that Jeſus wha 
only can deliver from fo ow a atath. * 
N in the | 


IV. Fourth place, to mention ſome motives 
in order tg engage rebellious linners thus to con- 
_ fider. And, | | 
1. It is your duty thus to conſider. The igno- 
rance of former times Ged winked at, but now 
commandeth all men every au here to repent ba- 
cauſe he hath appointed a day in the which be auill 
dge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man 
hum he hath ordained - . Seek" 9 the Lord, ſa) ys 


21 John iii. 23, + Matth. xi. 28. + John vi. 37: 
I Heb.iii. 7. 8. + Luke x. v. 23. Matth. 58 * 
* Acts XVI, 30. 31. 5 
the 


_vyon EZ A K. XII. 3. 55 


the prophet Iſaiah, <vhile he may be found, call 
ye upon him aubile * is near. Let the wicked 
for/Jake his qvay, and the wnrighteous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and 


be abill have mercy upon him, and io our God, for | 


be will abundantly pardon *, Now, there can 
be no repentance, no ſeeking the Lord, no turn- 
ing to him, without ſuch a conſidering as I have 


mentioned. In other paſſages of ſcripture, this 


duty of ferious, ſolemn meditation is more ex- 
preſsly injoined. Therefore Gall you lay uf theſe 


my words in your heart, and in.ycur ſoul, and bin 
them for a fign upon your hands, that they may 
be as fromts between your eyes f. O that they | 


avere wiſe, that they under ſtocd this, that they 


evould confider | their latter end I, The book of the | 
law fha{l not depart out of thy mouth, but thin 


| ſhalt meditate therein day and night [. Stand in 
ae and fin not; commune with your own heart 
upon your bed, and bs ſlill. Selab |. Hearken, 
O daughter, ad conſider, and incline thine car +=» 
Take faſt hold of inſtructiin, let her not go; keep 
ber, for ſhe is thy life. Ponder the path of thy 
Feet, and let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed . When 


abiſdom entereth into thine heart, and kno: wiedge 16 


pleaſant unto thy foul ; diſcretian ſhall prejerve 


; thee, underſtanding ſhall keep thee +. It there- 
fore you have any regard to the great God, you 


will thus conſider. Beſides, it appears to be our 


- duty, as we are altog-therincapadle of glorifying 


II. Iv. 6. 7. + Deut. xi.18, + Deut. xxxil. 29. 
li Joſhua i. 8. 4 Pial. Iv 4. + Pal, xlv. 10. -» Prov. 
I. 13 36. Flop. . 
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56 A DISCOURSE 


be brought from a ſtate of fin to holinels. 


God while we remain carnal and ſecure. Every 
thought we think, every word we ſpeak, and e- 
very thing we do, diſhonours him, and renders: 
us more abominable in his ſight. * . 
2. lt is your higheſt intereſt, If you ſeriouſly 
conſider in the manner I mentioned, and believe 
in the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, you ſhall by this means 
Tho? 
once a child of wrath, you ſhall be reſtored to 


the favour of God; nay, become one of his 


children, and have a right to all the glorious 
privileges connected with that relation, Here 
you ſhall be guided by his counſel; hereaiter re- 
ceived into his glory, and delighted with the rap- 


| turous enjoyment of that God, in whoſe preſence 


there is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
there are pleaſures for evermore.——Þur, if thou 
wilt net conſider, how wretched mult thy condi- 
tion be! Here you ſerve your luſts, and their fa- 
ther the devil; and ere long you ſhall find their 
wages to be eternal death. Ere long Jeſus ſhall 


deſcend in the clouds of heaven, abith flaming 
fire, to take vengeance on them that know not God, 


and that obey not his goſpel * and then, O 
thoughtleſs finner, unleſs you awake, that 


vengeance ſhall light on thee, 


3. You have great encouragements. Your ſin, 


in ſtanding out ſo long againſt the calls you have 
bad to turn, is indeed exceeding great, and 
But 


what ſhould humble thee in the duſt. 

yet you have no cauſe to deſpair. The blood 

of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin F : and if 
22 Theſſ.i, 8, +1 Ichn i. 7. 


you 


UPON E 2 E K. „ 0 
you waſh in this blood, Though your fins were 


as ſcarlet, they ſhould be as white as ſnow; 

though they were red like crimſon, they ſhould be- 
come as wool *, How long, faith Wildcm, ye 
femple ones, auill ye lowe ſimplicity ? and the ſcor- 
ners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate knows- 


Jedge ® Turn you at my reproof ; behold, I wuill _ 
pour out my Spirit unto you, I will make known 


my words unto you F.—— But, O ſinner, do not 
a 

from theſe promiſes to delay repentance; death 
may ſoon come and ſnatch thee away : and then 


where art thou ? and in what condition ? lifting 


up thine eyes in torment! lamenting a loſt hea- 


ven, a loft crown, a loſt Gcd, and a loſt Savi- 
our! no more offers of mercy ! no more calls 
to come to Chriſt | Delay not then one moment. 


Give no longer ear to Satan's ſoul-ruining ſug- 
geſtions, but inſtantly cloſe with the Saviour. 


Behold, now is the accepted time ! behold, now is 


the day of ſalvation | ! The balm of Gilead, if 


now applied, will work à complete and effeual 


cure: but, if the application is put off, 4 
diſeaſe in a few days, or even hours, may prove 


mortal. O man! how can you eat, or drink, 
or do any thing with chearfulneſs, without an 


intereſt in Chriſt? Know you not the wrath of 


God hangs over your head every moment, and is 
ready io fink you to the loweſt hell? O then 


uſe God's geodneſs, nor take encouragement 


/ 


confider this, all ye that forget God, left he tear 


you in pieces, and there be none 10 deliver. 
71. I. 18. f Prov. i. 23. 2% 2 Cor.viis. 
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Au THOR'Ss DIARY. 


”7 \ Hurſday, December g. 1742. There was 


a carter in the counting- room, who ſeem- 
ed to be drunk, and took God's name in vain: 


and though at firſt I reproved him, yet after- 
wards his way of ſpeaking made me laugh. 
This was not right; I ſhould have been grieved 


becauſe of the fin, as righteous Lot was with: 


the filthy communication of the wicked in Sodom. 


I ſhould have conſidered, that fin is the abomina- 
ble thing which God hateth ; and therefore, that 
they who /owe God ſhould hate evil, and mourn 
for it, not only in themſelves, but in others; 


pitying the ſinner, and praying to God for his 
forgiveneſs. I ought alſo thankfully to have 


acknowledged, that it was owing only to the re- 


ſtraints of free grace, that I was not myſelf go- 


ing on in ſuch a_courſe of ſin; and humbly to 


conſider, that, if left to myſelf, I might go as 


great a length in wickedneſs. _ 


Before dinner had a very ſweet time at ſecret 


prayer. In the afternoon went to a friend's houſe, 


where, among other things, I ſpake of Mr — 


printing | 


* 
_—— RY a—_— a 1 2 


PASSAGES IN THE DIART. 59 


printing a New-England letter which he came 
yin a wrong way. Though this particular 
would not have been wrong at a proper time 
yet I may hence obſerve, how ready I am to 
ſpeak things, not for the good of my neighbour, 
but rather hurting their character: and ſpendin 
time in cenſuring others ſeldom is for any 2 
end, and often has had conſequences. May the 
Lord keep the door of my lips! 1 
Friday, Dec, 10. When I came home this 
night, I wandered in the time of family-prayers, 
and thoughts came in my mind which took me 
off what was ſaying, and made me forget I was 
in the preſence of God; ſo that I drew nigh 10 
God æbith the lips, while my heart was far from 
him, wandering on mountains of vanity. I muſt 
pray God to ſtay my thoughts when I call up- 
on him, and to enable me duly to conſider his 
_ all-ſeeing eye. I have it likewiſe to lament, 
that in the ſociety I was not fo fervent when o- 
ther members were praying, as when praying 
my ſelf. . „ 3 1 
Saturday, Dec. 11. This day, when writing 
ſomething for Mr Webſter, Itock a ſudden un- 
eaſineſs in my eyes, and a violent headach, 
When ſo little a thing diſturbs man, how pain- 
ful muſt Chriſt's ſufterings on the croſs have 
been, and how great the finfulneſs of fin that 
procured ſuch ſufferings, and the love of God 
which condeſcended to endure them! Hence 
likewiſe I may,obſerve how ſuddenly death may 
come and call me away, Let me therefore be 
thankful for health, and wiſely redeem the _ | 
| | and 
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and improve my taleats, while it is to day; 
which God of his mercy grant I may hereafter 
do to more purpoſe than hitherto. 

Sabbath, Dec. 12. Found ſweetneſs in ſecret 
prayer. When | came tothe church-door, which 
was ſhut, I heard the people ſinging the, pſalms, 


which made me to rejoice, and long io join with 


them. But, though I entered the courts of the 


Lord with gladneſs, I was not ſo lively in time 


of ſermon as I could have wiſhed : for when Mr 
Gutthart ſpoke of the feaſt believers were to feed 
upon in heaven, my deceitful heart wandered, 


and I was not enough raiſed with the glorious 


ſubject. In the afternoon Mr Weblter thunder- 


ed out the terrors of the law, and part of what 
he ſaid fell with great weight upon myſelf; yet 
I think this has not ſo much influence upon me {| 


as the conſolations of the goſpel. 
Monday, Dec. 13. Was, I think, pretty live- 


5 ly at duty this morning, When I came down, 


| A as ] was entering 2 bill in the bill-book, look- 


ing careleſsly to the bill, I wrote 55 days inſtead _ 


of 45: when Mr H—' aſked what it was, I told 


him 55 ; he ſaid 45 ; fo we were both in a doubt. 


And upon going down the ſtreet, and getting 
notice, it proved 45. Which trouble might, 
with one look to the bill, have been prevented. 
From which 1 may "ang when examining my 
heart, not to do it overly, but with the greateſt 


exactneſs, leſt there be ſome evil there yet un- 
diſcerned, which, if now known, may be per- 
haps eaſily remedied, but, if 1 over- 


looked, 
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looked, may be like a ſmall diſtemper miſma- 
naged, iſſue in an incurable diſeaſe, 
This forenoon I was doing ſomething which 
was not ill in itſelf, One defired me to let it a- 
lone; but, as he gave me no reaſon, I would 
not, which put him in a ſort of paſſion ; and we 
c:villed together a little, Afterwards I took 
him by the hand, and told him we were both in 
the wrong for ſpeaking ſo long about ſuch a 
trifle. Let me take care to be more meek and 
eaſy, leſt I give offence to any, and thereby re- 
ligion be ill thought of. | 
Medxeſaay, Dec. 15. Nothing very remarka- 
ble has happened this day. I ought daily to be 
making further advanc. s heavenward, to watch 


over my own heart, to ſearch into its moſt ſe- 


cret evils, to ſtrive after more and more holineſs 
in heart and life, to ſeek after ſuch graces as 1 


find moſt wanting, to walk circumſpectly, to 


ſhun all appearance of evil, to catch at every op- 
portùnity of doing goot, and, whatever I do, 


to do all to the glory of God. I ſhould be grow- 


ing in my knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, his offices 


and relations; in knowledge of my duty towards 


all men, at all times, and in all places and cir- 
cumſtances. But, when I conſider how little 


good | have done, I have reaſon, as in the pre- 


Hence of God my Creator, Preſerver, and Re- 
acemer, to be ' aſhamed of my ways, and to 


mourn before him with a godly ſorrow that I am 


ſo unlike Jeſus, That ſeripture, You àre rot 
Feur own, but bought with a price, &c. affected 
me. O how ſheuld the thoughts of Chriſt's 


T „ a 


2 — K* SR 
r 8 


- —— 5 4 


5 — — - £ I. Lol 
© * 1 — W 65 . 2 ? _ =_ * On — * 
8 4 ** 2 — * re, E — W 
* =y 9 — 
"47% * — Ne 9 
x . * 832 5 2 
2 ert ES; 


* 


6 REMARKABLE PASSAGES | 


paying chat price melt my foul in ſorrow for my 


little gratitude and love to that Jeſus who ſhed 
his precious blood for me! How ſhould it make 
me hate fin with a perfect hatred, knowing 1 it 


brought the Lord Jeſus to the croſs! How 


ſhould it inflame my affections to the dear Re- : 


deemer, who, rather than man ſhould periſh, 
would ſuffer ſuch an ignominiqus death! 


When in the Cafllehill, I looked down upon 


the city, and took a view in my mind of the 
whole earth, and conſidered God as looking 
down on the children of men, ſeeing moſt of 
them employing their minds oply on the things 
of ſenſe, 1 his love, and rejecting his 


Son, though come to ſave them from miſery and 
ruin; - O then, how does the long. ſuffering and 


patience of God appear in not deſtroying the 
Larth and its inhabitants, as he did thoſe of So- 


| dom and Gomorrab, whoſe advantages for reli- 


gion were leſs than ours, and whoſe light was 


8 ſo ſmall compared with what we enjoy ! Apd 


will not then a juſt and holy God ſooner or 


ter execute vengeance on the heads of goſpel- 
impenitents? and will it not be more tolerable 


for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judge- 
ment than for them ? Should I not then lay this 


to heart, and earneſtly invite periſhing { ſinners to 


flee from the wxath to come ? 

55 Saturday, Br 

Mr N 's, where my affections were in ſome 
meaſure ſet on things above, eſpecially when a 
gentleman read Mr Howel Harris's letter in the 


7305 and 14th Glaſgow weekly hiſtories ; and 
aſter- 


ec. 18. In the afternoon went to 
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talked of the glo- 


afterwards, when Mr N 


ry of God in the work of creation, and how all = 


things were employed as ſecond cauſes to pro- 


mote the diſplay of the glory of God, and to ſe- 


cure the ſalvation of believers. I came away in 
a pretty pleaſant frame. At the ſociety in Mr 
 H—'s began to weary in duty, which led me to 
fee the evil of my heart: 1 ſaw I cba, black, but 
I knew Chri/t to be comely. 

Sabbath, Dec. 19. This forenoon wandered 
ſometimes both in time of prayer and ſermon. 
O Lord, how wonderful is thy long - ſuffering 
towards me? I fit in thy preſence as one of 
thine, and my thoughts are many times far from 
| thee; give me, O Lord, repentance and godly 


forrow for this, and ſtay my thoughts more on 


_ thyſelf, How much do I want that conſtant re- 
collection, watchfulneſs, and ſeriouſneſs of foul, 
which might be of the greateſt advantage ? How 
lictle do I conſider the temper of my mind in 
the different actions of life? 

Tueſday, Dec. 21. Heard Mr Guſthart from 
I Theſſ. v. 6. on the nature, marks, and cauſes: 
of ſpiritual ſecurity: during which time got 
ſome ſight of the evil of my heart, that naturally 
it had neither love to God nor man, nor any o- 
ther grace; but was dead and lifeleſs, and full 


of enmity at true holineſs. Aſter ſermon, re- 


flecting on what had paſſed in my mind, pride 
aroſe, from a thought that I was better employ- 
ed than ſome others. How apt are we co forget 
what we are in ourſelves, and, thus indulging 


lelf. conceit, to grieve the Spirit of God? Be- 


F 2 „ fore 


0 - 
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fore dinner got much freedom in ſecret prayer, 
and came away 1n a ſweet temper of mind, 
pleading I might be kept humble. O my foul, 
look to the falneſs that is in Chriſt, and aſk 
great things from a God who giveth liberally, 
and upbraideth not. JE 
At night had a very ſweet time at prayer. I 
took a view of the divine holineſs and the divine 
love as diſplayed in the ſufferivgs of Chriſt, 
which made my heart to beat, and the tears to 
run from my eyes, eſpecially when I thought 
What I had been formerly. I continued in this 
exalted, melting, wondering frame for ſome 
time: but there was ſomething more than I can 
Expreſs; and at the ſame time time mixed with 
this joy an awe upon my ſpirit, and reverend 
thoughts of the God to whom I approached. 
Thur/day, Dec. 23. Nothing very remarkable 
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this day: only in the afternoon, When Mr Guſt- | 

hart was preaching, was much concerned for 2 

God's preſence, and enabled to put up ſeveral 1 

ſhort petitions, that he might be remarkably in c 

the midſt of us; to which J was encouraged by - 

that ſcripture, According to thy faith be it unto } 
thee. And I hope the Lord did not let him 

preach in vain: for it was a very awakening- i 

ſermon, and J heard ſeveral moaning, and found 9 

ſome ſweetneſs when he ſpoke to thoſe Who had | N 

taken Jeius for their King to reign over them. £ 

 —— One of Mr H—'s children, who is very | * 

19 young, 15 thought dangerouſly ill: An evidence f 

that we are born in fin; for where there is na : 


fin, there can be no puniſhment. | | 
| | | Sature 
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Saturday, Dec. 25. When I think how little 


I have done this day for the glory of God, what 


| reaſon have I to bluſh and be aſhamed ! Shall L 


never be more upon my watch? I have but a 
ſmall time to live here, J mutt ſoon be ſwallow- 


ed up in an endleſs eternity: how vain then and 
fooliſh to trifle away time on indifferent things, 


inſtead of doing all to the glory of God! Heard 
this day, that an acquaintance, much about the 


ſame age with myſelf, had been taken ſo ill that 
four men were obliged to hold him. How ſhould 
this excite my praiſes io God for all his mercies, 
for food and raiment, for health and flrength, 
for ſoundneſs in all the members of my body, 


for the uſe of my ſenſes, Cc. ? Is not this a ö 


call to the improving all my talents? Lord, let 
me hot henceforth hide them in a napxin. 
Sabbath, Dec. 26. Mr Matthiſon was preach- 
ing on the happineſs a believer had in loving 
Jod, in loving his neighbour, in forgiving in- 
_ juries, in meekneſs, in temperance, in repent- 
ance, in ſecret prayer, &c, I thought I could 
ſet my ſeal to the trath of what he ſaid, from 
the delight I have found in theſe graces. * 
have reaſon to complain, that I want that Fe: 
vency 1n prayer I have ſometimes had. Lore, 
revive me again, and make me fers ent in ſpi- 


Monday, Dec. 27. Was a little too anxious to 
ſpeak myſelf in the ſociety, which no doubt 


ſpraog partly from pride; and ſo I muſt endea- 
vour to prevent it for the future. Let me never 


be content with ſpeakiog or hearing, unleſs what 
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I ſpeak or hear be brought home ro my own. 
heart; ſince otherwiſe what is ſaid will be as 
water ſpilt upon the ground. When our meeting 
ended, our hearts ſeemed in ſome meaſure knit 


er. | 

O that I were enabled to adorn the doctrine of 
God my Saviour, to be meek to all, ready to 
ſerve and oblige all, to mind my ſtational duties 
more diligently, and by my chearful looks and 
behaviour to invite ſinners to fall in love with 


| my Maſter's ſervice! 
Friday, Dec. 31. | bleſs God for what he kay 


done for my foul this year: and now, from a 
principle of gratitude to our Lord Jeſus, the only 


Saviour of poor ſinners, I reſolve in his ſtrength, 
this following year, to walk more cloſely with 
God, and to refrain my feet from every evil 
way. O Lord, I am now in thy preſence ; thou 
knoweſt the ſincerity of my heart: theſe are my 
reſolutions; I beſeech thee, for the ſake of 


Chriſt, let them not be in vain. | To thee I look 


vp for aſſiſtance, for without thee I can do no- 
thing. O let rhe entrance F thy wword give ne 


light, and, through Chriſt ſtrengthening me, 
enable me to do all things. Teach me the va- 
nity of truſting for happineſs in any thing be- 


Jow. Give me, O Lord, to obſerve thy pro- 


vidences; give me full reſignation to thy wil', 


and make me to receive every thin 8 as from c- 


ſelf. 
Sabbath, January 2. 1743. Mr Webſter lec- 


' tured on 1 Tim. to ver. 16. What he iaid on 


the dut; of children to patents was ſweet to me. 
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J found a deſire and readineſs to do all in my 


ower to ſerve my mother, from a principle of 
3 and gratitude; and indeed 1 have the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to do ſo, conſidering what great 
care ſhe always had about me, which I hope 
while on earth I ſhall ever keep upon my mind. 


Thurſday, Fan. 6. Have very lite doubt of 
my being a child of God. Why ſhould J doubt 


of his love, though 1 am not always entertain 


ed with love-fealts, ſeeing he is the God that 
changeth not? 


Monday, Jan. 17. This night in our ſociety 


was in a pretty good frame; a ſweet calm and 


compoſure amongſt us: faith was a while ſome- 


thing lively; and we had very edifying diſ- 


courſe on the marks of grace and hypocriiy. Ar 
bome was lively in time of family-prayer, and 
in ſecret pled earneſtly for my particular ac- 


quaintance. 
Medneſday, Fan. 19. This night was enabled 


to confeſs God before men, by reproving one 
that had taken his name in vain. He at firſt 
| ſeemed to take it a little ill; but I took him by 


the hand, and ſhewed him the unreatonableneſs 


of it, as being neither pleaſure nor profit; 
| which he agreed to, and thanked me for my ad- 


Vice. 
Saturday, Fan. 22, Went vp to the Caſlle- 
hill with —. But O how did he burn 


with love to Jeſus and the brethren! Alas, I 


find of late J have not been enough on the 


firetch tor God! How ſhould I expect great ma- 
nifcltations of God's love io my ſoul, when 
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neglect to keep up a continual ſenſe of his pre- 
ſence ; when I meditate ſo little on the blood of 
the ſlain Lamb, on his love, his tenderneſs, his 
truth and faithfulneſs, his readineſs to help in 
time of need, his willingneſs as my Captain to 
give me the victory over ſin and Satan; when I 
have ſo little impreſſion of the evil of ſin, and 
my own vileneſs in heart and life ; when I think 
ſo ſeldom on death, judgement, and eternity; ; 


and uſe fo little diligence in endeavouring after 
communion with God, not only in prayer and . 
praiſe, in hearing the word, in meditating, c. a 
but even in the more ordinary occurrences of g 
life? What pleaſure and what benefit have I « 
ſometimes felt, when performing ſtational duties Þ 
with a view to the glory of God, the credit of | | 
religion, and adorning my. profeſſion? O that 
theſs things were more my ſtudy ! But, While Jt 
am ſo careleſs, how can I —_— ſuch attain* 1 
ments as others ? al 
Sabbath, Fan. 23. This morning prayed this — ke 
God might rebuke the enemy, keep my heart * 
from wandering, and ſtay it on himſelf. Mr MF of 
Gaſthart lect red this forenoon: when he be- in 
gan, I ſent up many ejaculatory petitions, that ibe . a 
Lord might be. with us; and looked ap with {|} ke 
waiting expectation for bleſſings on the people. _ 
Many ſeemed very attentive and concerned; and 2 
I found ſomething of the Lord's preſence my- 7 
ſelf, and was in a pleaſant frame, eſpecially KY * 
when he ſpoke of the freedom and ſovereignty FR 
of grace: my heart joined with him, and ſaid, = 


Lords 
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1 why me? What am J or my father's | 


houſe © | | | 
Monday, Jan. 24. This night it was propo- 


ſed, that the new members of our ſociety, of 


which I was one, ſhould ſign their rules and mo- 
nitory: before I did, I examined my fincerity, 


and thought I was willing to give up my all to 
God. So they proceeded to read the rules and 


monitory, when I thought I felt in ſome mea- 
ſure the influences of the Spirit on my mind; ſo, 
after a ſhort prayer, I ſubſcribed with my hand 
unto the Lord, and gave myſelf up to him to ſeek 
and to ſerve him. O that the Lord may aſſiſt me 
to perform theſe my engagements, and to put. 


my truſt in him for ever, in whom there is ever- 


laſting ſtrength! O that none of us may prove a 


Judas, and fall back; but that we may all tra- 
vel together to Zion, while on earth employing 


all the members of qur bodies and faculties of 
our ſouls for the glory of the Redeemer, that, 
when removed hence, we may enter into the joy 
F our Lord, and be joint heirs of the heavenly 
inheritance ! | e 
MM edneſday, Fan. 26. Was invited to dinner, 
where there was vain and trifling diſcourſe, 
which gave me much uneaſineſs. Was 
grieved to ſee ſome of my acquaintance ſo much 
taken up abcut going to aſſemblies, and to find 
ſo little of a ſenſe of religion upon their minds. 
Monday, Fan. 31. This day have had little 
ſpiritual-mindedneſs, though in the forenoon I 


had an agreeable time in ſecret prayer. I be- 


lie ye the reaſon is, when J haye any near acceſs 
ON iS 


La tas,” Ms. 


— 2 N . \ 
K 


2 
20 ; 


. 


1 
. 


Wen — 4 9 
2 e 


yy. : 2 nr n 4 * . < — 3 ; $$ 4 2 
— "I r Modes ear 5 2 8 2 4 2 
2 „ „ [LD #3. . e SV 9 — 
- R G "= - — 8 85 % at > £0 oh J 72 1 Lo « 2 — ; 75 — 
r . . v tn ro er ramen ñr⅛ —. . — tk 


I 
3 


1 wit 
_ 
- 4 
. bags 
2 3 — 
. n 
2 


* a: _ 
We It 2 
„ 2 
72 o 3 2 ey 1 * 


I 
rv 


ge 


» —- 


70 RewanKante Pass4crs 


to God in prayer or other duties, I reſt content, 
without watching over my mind, and endeavour- 
ing to preſerve in it, by ſhort ejaculations, a 
ſenſe of God's preſence; and without guardin 
againſt idle thoughts, which are as ill as idle 
words, ſeeing they ſpend time as much, and to 
as little purpoſe ; therefore, O my ſoul, remem- 
ber this, become more acquainted with thy own 
corruptions and the devices of Satan; and for 
the future be more on the watch-tower to ſpy e- 
very ſtraggling enemy, | 
Tueſday, February 1. 1743. This nicht I was 
invited to ſupper : I had to get my hair cut and 
dreſſed ; in time of which I thought, a perſon 
might be beautifully drefſed and adorned in the | 
outſide, and appear mighty happy to others, 
while within he was miſerable and black like | 
hell. Before ſupper there was idle diſcourſe a- ; 
bout plays, viſits, c. with which I ſcarce join- 0 
ed. Bleſſed be God, I have learned to know, | : 
that outward circumſtances, though they may a- : 
v 
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muſe for a while, can never make me happy; 
ſo that now I deſpiſe thoſe things in which for- 
merly was my chief delight. How far do the joys 
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0 ſures of carnal company! 

if This night: found the law of fin warring a- 3 
1 gainſt the law of my mind. O how does that | ö 
"i wicked and carnal heart, which ſhould be 2 : , 
i temple of the Holy Ghoſt, transform itſelf into a | f 
14 den of thieves! And ſhall ſuch a creature be jo 


proud, inſtead of being laid in the duſt? I went 
to prayer, Woe; for a little, 1 wandered on ay 
nnn 
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ſomething very trifling ; but immediately check- At 
ed myſelf, and was humbled on this account: lh 
confeſſed my corruption, and found freedom in "hi 
aden f forgiveneſs, and ſtrength to ſubdue it; Fiat 
then found it abate. | Jeſus, be thou my Cap- 'R 
tain, and then 1 ſhall get the victory. | * 
Sabbath, Feb. b. In the morning I gave wy > {i 


heart to God, nnd pleaded he would keep it fix- 
ed on himſelf; and, bleſſed be his name, this 
was not in vain: a ſenſe of dependence on God, 
and a value for the enjoyment of him, have been 
ſtronger than uſual, and my engagedneſs of 
heart 1n religious duties much greater: Not un- 
to me, not unto me, but unio thee, O Lord, be al! ü 
the glory. At night, after reading ſeveral paſſ:] i 
ges of ſcripture, when going to prayer I felt mach - 
wearineſs of the fleſh, throygh the intenſeneſs L's 
of mind with which I had gone about the duties 15 
of the day; fo I thought I would be very ſhort, A 
and expęcted little ; but was ſurpriſed with 4 
flow of affection, and an increaſe of faith and 
fervency : in ſome meaſure I entered within the 
yail, and pled upon the death and reſurrection 
of Chriſt, and the faithfulneſs of God the Fa- 
ther, for every needful bleſſing in time and e- 
ternity. 
Monday, Feb. 7. Was much minted to hea 
a gentleman who came from Gibraltar, tell a- 
bout the ſoldiers and other people meeting toge- 
ther in the church every morning and evenin Fig 
for religious exerciſes, where likewiſe they cls EY 
lected money for charitable uſes, ſuch as bury- 1 
ing 8 be and youu n and taking care 
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N of orphens, &c. When I came from dinner, ie 


gave me joy to think, that one day I might 


meet with theſe Gibraltar brethren in the hea- 
venly Canaan. N : 


— 


Tueſday, Feb. 8. Have ſeldom had a more de- 


lightſomeè time in prayer than this morning and 
fore noon. Felt a pleaſant calm on my mind e- 


ven in time of buſineſs : If. xxvi. 3. Thou wilt 


keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on 
ebee, becauſe he truſteth in thee, being remarka- 


bly verified to me. I found in ſecret duty great 
nearneſs to God, my faith increaſed, my love 


| kindled, and my joy enlarged ; and continued 
a good while wondering, adoring, and praiſing, 
T hnd ſuch frames make me ſet about my buſi- 


neſs more diſtin&ly and chearfally, 


Thur/day, Feb. 10. Laſt night had ſome ſweet 


views of things, and particularly pleaded for the 


ſucceſs of the goſpel in this city, with ſuch ferven- 


cy and boldneſs as I woald expect to be heard: 


for where he prepares the heart, does he not al- 
ſo cauſe his ear to hear? Found this day Jeſus 
exerc.fing in me his kingly office; for corrup- 
tion was very low, and my affections ſomething 
- heavenly and ſpiritual, Was enabled, in the 
afternoon, to confeſs God before men, by ſpeak- 
Ing on religious ſubjects, which when introdu- 


ced, others joined. Find my imagination ſome- 
times leading me to things that end in pride and 
ſelf-praiſe. O Lord, let all the high imagina- 


tions in my heart fall down before thee. At 
night had a pleaſant time i: prayer, and particu- 
larly found myfelf breathing after holineſs ; and 
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went to bed relying-on the promiſe, Bleſed are 
they that hunger and thirſt after rightequjnejs, fit 
they ſhall be filled. WE ot 25 
Sabbath, Feb. 13. Mr Webſter lectured on 
1 Tim. vi. I found my reſolutions to ſerve my 
' Maſter diligently, with an eye to God's glory, 
increaſed. BB wy 0 
Monday. Feb, 14. Have not been ſo much 
enlarged in prayer as ſome days laſt weak; and 
indeed when I let go my watch, and do not 
take care to maintain heavenly-mindedneſs 
through the day, I am generally unfit for duty, 
and not lively in it. 3 
Saturday, Feb. 19. Was this evening with a 
| young ſociety, where I heard two very young boys 
pray extraordinarily well; and was myſelf, eſpeci- 
ally in the time of the firſt prayer, in a ſweet frame, 
ſome of their expreſſions touching me exceeding - 
ly. I prayed with them, and I think with ſome 
power; and ſeveral of them were affected, ſo 
that one could not contain himſelf from crying 
for ſome time after. O may the Lord meet with 
them in all their meetings, and fulfil to them 
the promiſe, Tho/e that Jeek me early ſpall find 
me. I fee, as long as my faith is ſtrong, all 
goes well; but when unbelief comes (moſtly 
through unwatchfulneſs), all goes wrong, 
Monday, Feb, 21. Yeſterday, both in tlie church 
and elſewhere, my acts of faith were very diſ- 
tint, This morning, in ſecret prayer, faith 
was exceeding ſtrong, ſo that my ſoul graſped 
as it were at the promiſes, Before dinner had a 
fill more extraordinary time in ſecret . prayer: 
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I think I ſcarce ever had ſo much acarnef to 
God: I difclaimed all righteouſneſs in myſelf, 


and pled for mercy only through the righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt, How ſweetly. did I ſing, Vor- 
ty is the Lamb that vas ſlain, &c.? How was 
my heart filled with praiſes to the dear Redeem- 


er, and enlarged in prayer for the advance- 


ment of his kingdom? I came away ſaying, 
My Maker is my Huſband, &c. The ground of 


my aſſurance is the faithfulneſs of God, and the 


merits and righteouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſas, of 
Which righteouſneſs I have of late got more ſweet 
and diſtin diſcoveries than before. In our ſoci- 
ety at night was in a melting frame, and my 


foul drawn cut to my God and Redeemer. O 


Lord, what ſhall I render to thee for all thy be- 
nefits At ſuch times I find ſtrong deſires to 


glorify God on earth, not for juſtification, but 
out of love and gratitude. - Yet, however 


full my fails now are, let me remember I may 
foon be brought law : but, whatever comes, 
may 1 truſt on a faithful God! 3 


- 


Saturday, Feb. 26. On Wedneſday was not 
funably carefal to improve the manifeſtations 


with which I had been favoured ; but by not 
curbing of idle thoughts, and by not thinking 
on important ſubjeas, many times when I might 
have done it, 1 loſt my heavenly-mindedneſs an 
nearneſs to God. Through the week | have | 
been for the moſt part very dead, and wandered 
much in time of duty, and found it hard to ſet 
my mind on divine things, Hardneſs of heart 
greatly prevails. I am a poor helpleſs creature, 


and 


Qs OMA a << a6 «. 


and muſt wait on the Lord till he be pleaſed a- 
gain to ſhine on my ſoul, O my God, come 
over mountains of Feparation, , and graciouſ- 
ly return! 

Sabbath, Feb. 27. This morning 3 ſome 
time in ſelf- examination, when I ſaw that indeed 
1had been a great finner, but was not enough 
affected. Afterwards I was ſomewhat revived, 
and found faith ſtronger Man for ſome days 
paſt. 


T hur/aay, March 24. This niobt had much 


freedom a good while in prayer; but towards 
the end J was thinking too much of my free. 
dom, and grew deader. 

Monday, April 10. 1703. This being the 
thankſgiving-day at Leith, Mr George Wiſhart, 
after an extraordinary good prayer, preached 
from Phil. ii. 15. That ye may be blameleſs, the 


ſons of God, &c. where, in a moſt delightful 


and beautiful manner, he conſidered the glorious 
privileges and tranfcendent dignity of the ſons 
of God, and the duties incumbent upon them 
reſulting from that relation. Through almoſt 
the whole of the ſermon, 7 /at under the Re- 


deemer's ſhadow with great delight, aud his 


fruit was faveet to my taſte, My fellow ſhip was 


with the Father, and his Son, through the Spi- 


rit. The truths he ſpake I felt enter with life 
into my ſoul, My mind was in a fixed, com- 


poſed frame. I enjoyed rig brecuſneſi. proce, and. 


Joy in the Hely Ghoſt. I believed. that, becauſe 
Chriſt lived, I /hoald live alſo, I ceuls 4 lay, 
E and glory was mine, God and Cirift 

3 © 08 
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was mine, God's attributes engaged for me. | 


tried myſelf by love to my enemies, and found 


J could forgive and love them. I felt warmth 
of affection to God's children, hatred againſt 


ſin, Sr. Bleſs the Lord, O my /onl, and dll that 


is within thee be ſtirred up to bliſs his holy 
name. | | ; ; 


Saturday, April 16. Spake to my mother on 


my deſign of ſtudying divinity; ſhe ſeemed a- 


verſe: yet I found no great anxiety, but deſired 
to believe God would bring all about for the beſi. 
' Now, O Lord God, thou who art the ſearch- 


er of hearts, thou knoweſt all things that have 
paſſed in my mind about this affair: have I not, 


O Lord, committed it unto thee? O do thou 


then bring about that which is moſt for thy 
glory. O let me be led in a right way, and be 


thou the God and Guide of my youth. 


Sabbath, April 17. This day, before dinner, 


I ſpake again with my mother abont my affair; 


but ſtill ſhe ſaid more againſt it. At night ſhe. 


ſent me a meſſage, deſiring me to come down {| 


to her; but, as I Was indiſpoſed, I wrote her I 
was afraid to venture out for the cold: ſo ſome- 
time after ſhe came up to me herſelf, and ſaid 
ſhe was afraid I had taken her wrong up; that 
all ſhe meant was, that ſhe thought me too 
keen; and ſhe only deſired I would not be raſh, 
but conſult Mr Webſter and others, which I pro- 
miſed. After ſhe went away, I admired much 
this Providence. O may I learn to truſt God 


for every thing. O Lord, the wonderful Work- 
er and excellent Counſellor, take thou all the 


glory 
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glory of bringing this about ſo ſuddenly, con- 
trary to my expectation: give me yet further 
counſel and direction in this affair. I am re- 
ſigned, and willing to do whatever may be moſt 
for thy glory.—— I may -obſerve, I have had 
little or no anxiety, but peace of mind about. 
this affair. 
| the Lord, and caſt my burden upon him; and he 
has in a good meaſure ęſtabliſbed * thoughts 
and ſuſtained me. 

Saturday, May 7. Accidentally found among 
other j am phlers 1 in Mr H—'s book-cloſet, an in- 


quiry into an inward call to the miniſtry, which 


he ſaid was chiefly a fervent love to Chriſt, a 
ſtrong zeal for God's glory, and a hearty con- 
cern for the good of ſouls, I thought 1 felt 
ſomething of all theſe. | 


Tueſany, Auguſt 2. 1743. 


a good deal of fervency, and found the graces 
of the Spirit beginning to ſpring up again, and 
was enlarged in  thanktulnets to God for what 


he had done for my foul ſince I came there. 
After this I took my leave of Mr and Mrs 
H—, and came away full of love and gratitude 
to all the family: may the Lord plentifully re- 


ward them for all the kindneſs they have ſhewn 
me. | find myſelf enabled to cait all my cares 
upon God, who is able to ſuſtain me; and de- 


tire to take this revival at my coming away as a 

token for good, that God will newer leave me 

| came down the itreet pos | 
 . {ome 


vor forfake me. 


I committed my work entirely to 


This aſter 8 
(being the day I was to leave Mr H—'s) | grew 
ſomewhat ſpiritually-minded, and prayed with 
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ſome promiſes, and reſting on them for neceſſary 


bleſſings, and arrived at my mother's, where 1 

was kindly received. O what reaſon have l to - 
- bleſs the Lord, and magnify his name, that I am 
ſo well provided for, that he has opened up a 
way before me, and made it hitherto ſo plain! 


1 deſire to believe he will be my God and Guide 
ever unto death. O Lord, make me to live to 


thy glory, and may it be as my meat and drink 


to do thy will, Amen. : & 
Sabbath, Auguſt 7. Nething very remarkable 
on Saturday. Only, as I do not take much ex- 


erciſe, I ſhould endeavour more temperance in 
| eating. I ſhould remember the precept, What- 
 Joever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy 


might ; and that a ſoul, thus diligent in all parts 
of duty, cannot but row in grace, —— This 
morning had a pretty ſweet time in reading the 
ſcriptures, and thinking on paſſages as 1 read 
them. Ia prayer I found joy and peace in be- 


lieving. O how delightful is it for a ſoul to 


mount up on the wings of faith in adoration and 
praiſe! I find the advantage of endeavouring, 


after prayer, to keep a ſenſe of the preſence 
of God on my mind; for, as then the 


u ffections ate commonly moſt aloft, the ſoul 


by improving ſuch a ſeaſon, while it beholds the. | 
| glory of God, is changed into the ſame image, from 


lory to glory. Heard in the afternoon a ſermon 


vn death; but, wandering thoughts having in- 
_ finvated themſelves through my unwatchfulneſs, 


FE was very dull, and little affected with that aw- 


ful ſubject. How blind and inſenſible is man to 


things 


ix THE AvuTaror's Diany, 79 
cdhings ſpiritual, except when the Spirit blows. _ 


upon the ſoul. and then the miſts and clouds are 
in ſome meaſure diſpelled, —— This vight had a 
very agreeable time in meditation and ejacula- 


tory prayer, and particularly was enlarged in 
pleading I might be furniſhed and qualified 
with gifts and graces for preaching the go- 


ſ} el. | 
Ry. Weane/day, Auguſt 10. J find ſometimes ſome · 
thing as it were leading me to. deſire what is not 
preſent duty, and was thereby diſturbed this after- 
noon when reading Latin, as I have many times 
been thereby robbed of ſpiritual entertainments. 
Widneſalay, Angu// 31. Went in company 


with — and ſome others, on Friday the 


19th, to Kilſyth. Sabbath 21. Mr Robe 


preached and prayed with great power. At the. 


firſt table there appeared very much of the pre- 


ſence of God amongſt the communicants, and 


in the whole congregation: a ſhout of a King 


was heard, and heaven ſeemed to come down to 


earth, The noiſe was ſo great ſometimes, that 


the miniſter's voice hardly could be heard. 


Great joy and gladneſs diſcovered itſelf: I heard 
one cry out, How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
Lord God of hoſts ! and another (I believe at 


the ſame table) My Lord and my God / But a li- 
beral Lord did not then withdraw his bountiful 


hand ; for at all the tables there appeared much 
of devotion, and at many of them there was 


much noiſe, I doubt not both of ſorrow and 


gladneſs. At this firſt table, though ſo remark- 
able, I was not mylelf very lively, but after- 


wards 
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wards I grew better. That night I heard a wo- 
man pray in a ſociety very remarkably, both 
for fervency and eloquence, and for the know- 
ledge of divine things, and Chriſtian experi- 
ence, c. &c. The Sabbath thereafter -——. — 
and I were at Torphichen ſacrament, but I was 
not ſo lively as at Kilſyth. I believe I was too 
little in ſel f. examination, meditation, and ſeeret 
prayer, which feed and ſtrengthen the ſoul; 
and too much in public, eſpecially praying 
with others, which is ready to inflame pride and 
hy pocriſy. 

Tuęſday, September 20. Have this day had a 
good deal of ſweetneſs and comfort in ſecret 
Prayer and meditation. O Lord, thou doſt not 
deal with me according to my fins : thy mer- 
cies are over all thy works, Take thou the 
glory of my ſalvation, and every good thing [I 
enjoy. Not unto me, but to thy excellent name 

be all the glory. This afternoon I was too in- 
active to bring in good diſcourſe, O for Chri- 
ſtian zeal and courage! 
Thur/day, October 6. Heard a Grin on 
praiſe and thankſgiving ; but how little do 1 
find myſelf in a frame for that bleſſed exerciſe ! 
O my ſoul, how canſt thou reſt fo much in ſo dead 
& condition ? Think on the former days, when 
the candle of the Lord ſhone upen thee, when thou 
went on thy way rejoicing, and delighted thy- 
ſelf in the Lord; then waſt thou indeed happy. 
© ery then to the Lord, that he would turn a- 
gain, ſubdue my iniquities, and cauſe me 10 
1 up as on eagles dings. O, Ew 1 2 fi- 

gy 


tn THE AUTHOR's DPIART. 31 


fer my great unbelief, blindneſs, hardneſs, cares 
leſſneſs, unfruitfulneſs, &c. what reaſon have 1 


to cry, O avretched man that I am, who fhall 
ueliver ne] O that my ſoul were heartily weary 
of that body of ſin and death, and breathing 
forth earneſt deſires for deliverance! Lord, in 


all things I come ſhort of thxglory: I fall into 


the ſame fins again and again, and I cannot of 
myſelt overcome them: but do thou, O Fa- 


ther of mercies, for Chriſt's ſake, take my heart 
as it is into thy management, and work in me 


by thy Spirit to will and to do of thy good plea- 
| ſure. Quicken my deſires after thee more and 
more. O Lord, unto thee I commit my ſoul, 
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A Wisn for HEAVEN. 


Ome death! come death ! my certain friend, 
And ſnatch my ſoul away, 
Then—I o'er fin and ſorrow ſhall * 
Triumphant flags diſplay. 
II. 
Come death! come death! my certain friend, 
And ſnatch my ſoul away, | 
That I may to my Jeſus go, 
And praiſe him night and day. 
1 
O when ſhall that long · look'd for * 
With glorious luſtre break, 
When interrupting clouds mall ne'er 
My Lord's face from me take! 
| FER A 
Fer Jeſus, who did once aſcend, 
Shall then return again, 
And come with thouſands of his ſaints, 
To join thoſe who remain. 
| | : © 
O haſten thou, my beſt beloy'd ! 
Make haſte and come to me, 
That I thy glory may behold, 
And ever dwell with thee. 
3 N 5 
And is it ſo, my Lord, chat I | = 
Shall of thy glory ſhare ? . 


A W1sHn rox HEAVEN. 83 


O what am I, and all my houſe ?— - 
| —Thy grace I will declare, 
„ 
Before chy throne I'll proſtrate lie, 
Thy praiſes will I fing : 
And with my burning lamp L'Il wait 
"Thy W O my King. 5 


E X- 


EXTRACTS 
5 FROM. 


LETTERS by the ſame hand, 


I ER Ir LL rig 


me 23. Edinburgh, April 1743, 
F Have had the pleaſure of ſeeing your letter 
1 to , and rejoice to hear of your ſpiri- 
tual welfare. I think I can join you and ſay, 
Jeſus is the beſt of maſters, the trueſt friend, 
the moſt loving huſband, nay, the chief amen 
ten thouſangs, and altogether lovely. He is — 
all this to the ſaint, when that faith, which is 
the evidence of things not ſeen, is drawn forth 
Into lively exerciſe. When with tranſported ſoul 
he views the wonderful works of God, when he&> 
is allowed near acceſs to the throne of grave, and 
admitted to intimate communion with his hea- 
venly Father; when he enters within the| vail, 
and is fayoured with ſweet diſcoyeries of re- 
deeming love: then he is ſwallowed up with 
wonder and amazement, he rejoices with joy 
unſpeakable and ſull of glory; and, his fails 
being full bent, be makes his way pleaſantly Fo 
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the ocean of redeeming love, adoring and prai- 
ſing the Lord, and joy ing in the God of his ſal - 
ration. Then he thinks he can triumph over fin, 
Satan, and an evil heart. To fin he can ſay, Thou 
alt no more have domi nion ever me. ToSatan, Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's ele? It 
is God that juſtifieth, -who is he that condemneth ? 
To his own heart, God Hall drive out thy cor- 
riptions by little and little; thine enemies ſhall be 
feand liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread ron 
their high places. To death, Where is thy Hing ? 
To the grave, here is thy victory! And now, 
how willingly would he join the redeemed of 
the Lord, ſaying, To him that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and 
bath made us kings and prieſis unto God and his 
Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever / 
Now he ſees how little and mean a portion this 
world is, and counts all things lass and dung for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fejus. 
Now he ſees his ſins have pierced his Lord, and 
therefore 1s willing to bring all theſe murderers 
that lurk in his heart to the Redeemer's croſs, 
and to cry out, Crucify them, crucify them, Now, 
with open face bebelding as in a glaſs the glory of 
the Lord, he is changed into the ſame image from 
glory 1 glory. Now he receives Chriſt, and 
power 13 given ham to become a child of God ; 
and, with the ear of faith, he may hear Jeſus 
faying to him, To him that owvercometh avi 
grant to fit with me on my throne; Becauſe I live, 
Je foall live alſo. O glorious privilege! O a- 
mazing,. O infinite, oO condeſcending love! 
| Children 


66 EXTRACTS FROM 
Children of wrath made heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Chriſt! This is a joy the world know. 
eth not of, a joy which ſtrangers intermeddle not 
with, and of which all the ions of men in them- 
ſelves are unworthy. But let us praiſe our God, 
| whoſe . mercy is over all his works: for though 
we are unworthy, yet wpriby is the Lamb that 
ava ſlain, to receive, in our behalf, power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrenętb, and honaur, and 


lory, ang bling. $6 3 
7 I think 1 know ſomething of this; and when 


I enjoy it, then indeed I can ſay, Jeſus is the 
beſt of maſters; and bear witneſs, that the ways 
of wiſdom are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber 
paths peace. The language of my heart then is, 
Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none on earth 1 defire befiges thee, O God. — This 
ought to encourage me to glorify God with my 
body and ſpirit which are his, and to keep ſtedfatt 
in his ways. But, alas! what ſhall I ſay of my- 
felf? for, notwithſtanding all this, ] am an un- 
grateful backſlidęr, a yile polluted creature. 
Feel a law in my members warring againſt ihe law 
of my mznd. At times ] am brought as it were 
to the borders of Canaan; but, corruptions a- 
riſing again, unbelief grieves me with another 
view of the Red fea, Then, alas! I am cha- 
ſtened; I am left dead and lifeleſs in duties, and 
drive on heavily. The dead weight of unbe- 
Jicf takes place of the chariot-wheels and wings 
of faith, and makes me ſtagger as a drunken 
man. Thus I go on, till I again receive power 
if STARE Tor & quickening and revivg), frow 
„ | 1 


bim that raiſed Jeſus from «the dead: then he 


pities me, and gives me again to go on my way 
rejoicing, O praife his power for he fays to 


dead Lazarus, Come forth; and he ariſes from 
the dead. O praiſe his love and tender com- 
paſſion; for he binds up the broken-Hearted, he 
proclaims liberty to captives, and the opening of 


the priſon-doors to them that are bound; yea, he 


comforts all that mourn in Zion, he- gives unto 
them beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, and for the ſpirit of heavineſs the garment 
of praiſe, Surely, he will not break the brui ; 


d reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax. O then, 


let believers wait ong whatever their caſe be, If 
they complain of deadneſs, decays, and lan- 


guiſhing, a faithful God has promiſed, they 


ſhall renew their ſtrength; if of bruiſes, their 
God will never break the bruiſed reed; if of 


the weakneſs of their faith and love, he will not 


quench the ſmoking flax; if of the force of 
their corruptions, God ſhall thruſt out theſe e- 
nemies from before them, and ſay unto them, 
Deftroy ye them. Their Lord will never fail 


them, nor forſake them. Their ſpark ſhall 
kindle into a flame. God will drive out their 


enemies before them by little and little, till at 


laſt they are made more than conquerors through 


him who loved th-m, even when they come tothe 
land, where the Canaanite ſhall no more dwell. 
The Lord is ſtill carrying on his work in this 


land. An awakening has begun in many other 
p_ : and, where the work firſt began, there 
ve been freſh awakenings, and many grow up 
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88 EXTRACTS ROM 
as the graſs, as willows among the water courſes, 
O what reaſon have we to bleſs and magnify the 
Lord, who thus pours water on the thuſty, and 
floods on ne dry ground! Sing, O heawens, and 
be joyful, O earth, and break forth into ſinging, O 
mountains; for God hath comforted his people, and 
 ewill haue mercy upon his afflicted. Is he not now 
fulfilling his promiſe? If, Ii. 3. For the Le 
Hall comfort Zion, he will comfort all her waſle 
places; he will make her wilderneſs like Eden, 
and her deſert like the garden of the Lord; joy and 
. 8ladne/s Hall be found therein, thankſgiving and 
the voice of melody. Break forth then into joy, 
fing together, ye waſte places of Jeruſalem, 
The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the 
earth ſhall ſee the ſfivation of our God. He 
will yet rejoice in Jeruſalem, and joy in his peo - 
ple; he will extend peace to them like a river, 
the glory of the Gentiles as a flowing ſtream. 
Wherefore rejoice ye with Jeruſalem, and be 
glad with her, all ye that mourn for her. 
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1 Had yours ſometime ago, which I ſhould 
1 Have anſwered long before now. I have of 
late had many ups and downs in my Chriſhan 


warfare, 1 think I have ſometimes had ſweet 
| | „ communion 


e e e 


edmmunion and fellowſhip with the Father, and 
the Son, through the Spirit; and then, having 
my alſections Jet on things above, I went on my way ' 


_ rejoicing. At other times I have been more dead 


and lifeleſs; for, when the miſts and clouds of 
unbelief-and corruption ariſe, they intercept the 
beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and leave me 
to walk in twilight. This, dear brotber, is the 
life we muſt expect, while we ſail through the 
ocean of this world ; for though at length we 
reach the harbour of Abraham's boſom, yet in 
our paſſage we may expect many ſtorms and 
contrary winds, yea, that Satan will purſue. 
and attack us. But ſtil] the Chriſtian may re- 


joice: for fronger is he that is for him, than 


all they that are againſt him; and, while his 
temptations laſt, his anchor of faith and hope re- 
mains ſure and ftedfaft within the vail ; and 
they ſhall not lie long at anchor, till a favourable - 
gale of the Spirit fill their ſails, and waft them 
home to glory. And what a difference ſhall 
there be, betwixt his then glorified and his now 
fighting ſtate ? Grace ſhall give place to glory, 
faith to viſion, and hope to fruition. Tempta- 
tions, corruptions, perſecutions, and afflictions, 


ſhall no more difturb; yea, all former things 


hall be done away. Nothing ſhall interrupt his 
happineſs, Now he receives a crows of glory, a 
croaun of life, a kingdom which cannot be moved, 


a heavenly country, a houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. Now he becomes more than 
congueror; he is received into the joy of his Lord, 


fits down with Chriſt on his threne, and enjoys 


T 
: TN VN 1 
». — 


. * 
— fr 2 > > % Mo 
yon . N  — 8 y _— - — 


W 1 1 
„ e 2 * 5 
OY l I $a 50 0 W wy : 4 — POR 
c 4 Ba „nne ICI CSI 
- I e <4 2 — 4 CS Vas 1 . er he . 
0 : r r . Cs — tes 


* " 4. 
_ +, <4 
8 22 8 


aa © 
3 


— 


— 


by # to” * oat S * 2 > 
0 4 X 2 MH 


T 


. N 


2 


Mr 


8 


n 
N r 
” I 0 


% EXTRACTS TON 


what eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 1h 
heart of man conceived, Theſe, dear brother, 
are our glorious privileges, if we are indeed the 
chidren of God, of which 1 have little or no 
doubt, O then, let us adore and admire the. 


wonders of redceming and electing love. Let us 


remember how the Lord, with a mighty. hand, 


aànd outſiretched arm, hath delivered us from the. 


worſe than Egyptian bondage of a natural ſtate. 
Let us look to zhe rock whence we were hes, and 
the kale of the pit whence wwe were digged ; when 


we were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, children. of. 


abrath as well as others, aliens from the commons . 


wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the copenants 
of promiſe ] ſay, let us look back to theſe 
things, and we will fee no other reaſon why 


God loves, but becauſe he loved ; and no reaſon 
why ce love him, but becauſe he firſt lowed us, 
c. &c.— | Hae 


1 K. K. HE K r * OHH K Kt K K K K NM 
No III. To D. E. 


Dear D. | April zo. 1743. 


Only received your letter of the 19th current 
on Thurſday, ſo it ſeems it has been lying 
by the way. Your caſe is indeed pitiable; for, 
as Solomon ſays, a wourded ſpirit who can 
bear ? And therefore I deſire to lay it before the ; 
Lord, pleading that he would rebuke the. * 
. 5 . rp 


* E IAS. wv 
ter, enable you to lit under the banner of the 


Captait of ſalvation, and give you peace and 


Jay in believing. And indeed, when we conſi- 
der our own weaknels, either to think or do what 
is well pleaſing to God, and the might, firength, 
and cunning of our ſpiritual enemies, who are 


at all times, and in every circumſtance, endea- 
vouring to get the better of us; we muſt lee the 


need of flying for help ro him who is ſtronger 
than the ſtrong one, and not only able, bat 
willing, to make us more than conquerors. 


What reaſon then has the ſervant of Chriſt to 
triumph, who, through. Chriſt ſtreugthening 


him, ſhall be able to do all things? Though his 
enemies may ſometimes bear hard upon him, he 
may adopt the language of the prophet, Rejoice 
nat againſt me, O mine enemy when I fall, I 
| ſhall ariſe; when 1 fit in darkneſs, the Lord jhall 
be a tight unto me. For God has promiied, that 
his ezemies ſoall be found lars unto him, and that 
he ſhall rread upon their high praces, Since then 


you complain io much of the ſtrength of your 


Hul. enemies, and are afraid left one time or o- 

ther you fall by their hands; I would invite you 
to come to the dear Redeemer, and then, and 
not till then, ſhall you fiad reſt to your ſoul, 
60 fimply to Chriſt, and tell him your whole 
heart, Tell him of your great weakneſs, ei- 
ther to come to him, or to love him, or obey- 
him. Teil him of the mighty enemies that are 


ready to overpower you; make an offer of youre - 
ſelf to be a ſoldier, and plead that he may take 
you under his protection. If you thus come un- 
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to him, Be will in nowiſe caft you out. You 


ſhall be clothed with Chriſt's livery, anGSevery 


way furniſhed for the ſpiritual warfare: you 
| ſhall get on the whole armour of God, whereby 


you may be able to withſtand in the evil day, 


and having done all to ſtand; the girdle of 


truth the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs—the: 


ſhield of faith the helmet of ſal vation —and the 


ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
| But I think I hear you ſaying, O happy 


they who are thus furniſhed ! I would give the 


whole world, were itin my power, to be in ſuch 


a caſe: but I am ſuch a weak creature, fo 


eaſily overcome, and of fo little courage, that 
Jeſus will never accept of me as one of his ſol- 
diers ; ſo that I am afraid it would be needleſs 
to offer myſelf in tnat way: I am ſuch a vile, 
polluted, hard-hearted, back ſliding ſinner, that 


it looks like preſumption, to enter into his pre- 


ſence, and take his holy name in my polluted 
lips. — If this be your language, as I am 


apt to believe it is, I mult anſwer you, That 


ſuch reaſonings flow from a legal ſpirit, —are in 
themſelves falſe, and, inſtead of leading you to 
Chriſt, will drive you farther away from him. 
If you had ſtrength to love God and keep his 
commandments, where would be the need of 
coming to Chriſt to ſtrengthen you? Or, if you 


was innocent and holy, what need to apply to 


him for righteouſneſs ? The weaker and the more 


ſinful we are, the more need have we of him, 


who is exalted a Prince and Saviour to give re- 
pentance to Iſrael, and remiſſion of fins; who. 
„ : came 


enn 


came not to call the righteous, but ſinners to re- 
pentance; and in whoſe blood there is ſuch an 
infinite merit, that it cleanſeth from all ſin. 
None therefore can ſay juſtly they are too great 
ſinners to be pardoned, or too hard-hearted to get 
repentance; for Jeſus came to ſave the very chief 
of ſinners. If we look to his dealings with di- 
ſtreſſed perſons, may we not well ſay, he hates 
putting away? Take courage then, and go to Gd 
in Chriſt; venture your ſoul upon him, for he is 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto 
God through him. Go to him, under a ſenſe 
of your inability to perform the leaſt duty ac- 
ceptably; plead that he may grant you repent- 
ance, faith, love, joy, and work in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure. 
You complain, you are weary and heavy laden, 
and crying out to be delivered from a body of fin 
and death. To be thus convinced of your linful- 
neſs, and vileneſs, and the neceſlity of a Saviour, 
is in ſo far good: but we mult not reſt here. Con- 
vinced of the ſuitableneſs of Chriſt, we muſt ac- 
cept him as freely offered in the goſpel. And have 
you not exceeding great encouragement to do lo, 
when Chriſt himſelt ſays, Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt? Behold then the Saviour ſtanding with out- 
ſtretched arms to receive you, and complaining, 
You will not come unto me that you may have life. 
Let me therefore again beſeech you to yield your 
heart's conſent to the offers of the goſpel, If 
you comply, thy Maker ſhall become thy huſ- 
band, even the Lord of hoſts, the holy One of 
| | DE. a Israel, 
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Iſrael, and his Redeemer. God the Lord will 
be your ſun and your ſhield, he will give you 
grace and glory, and with-hold from you no 
* thing. — And where elſe would you go 
ut to Jefus ? If you go to your own duties and 
righteouſneſs, theſe at beft are but filthy rags ; 
if you go to the world, it will not ſatisfy you; 
if you go to diverſions, they may amuſe for a 
while, but in the end ſhall prove miſerable com- 
forters, Since then there is ſaldation in no o- 
ther, ſeek for it, where only it can be found. 

Can you think on the love of the holy 
Trinity, and yet ſay you are afraid, though you 
make an offer of yourſelf, it will not be accept- 
ed? Let ſuch thoughts he far from you. Was 
it not from mere love that God the Father ſpa- 
red not his own Son, but delivered him up to 
the death for us all ? Did not God the Son leave 
the boſom of the Father, take upon him our na- 
ture, live à life of forrow and grief, bear the 
contradiction of ſinners, and at laſt ſhed his pre- 
cious blood for their ſake ? Does not the Holy 
Ghoſt apply all theſe benefits ? and is he not now 
ſaying, To day if you will hear my voice, harden 

not your heart? Will you not then oo 
that God is love? Shall it not now be your lan- 
guage, Alas! I have too long entertained harſh 
thoughts of God, and thus have reaſoned my- 
ſelf away from him? But now I ſee he is love; 

I would yield to his command; I will hear his 
beloved Son, through whom he is well pleaſed 
with miſerable prodigals; and I will no more 

reſiſt the counſel of God againſt my ſoul, ſince 


though 


FFC 


though I have reaſon to count »y/elf unauoribß 
of eternal life, yet I can have no reaſan zo de- 
' ſhije or reject /o important à gift. Other lords 

| 2 thee have had dominion aver we ; but hence» 
forth awill I make mention of thy name, even of © 


thine only. Into thy hand, O God. I commit my © 


ſpirit, Be thou my Father and the Guide of 
my youth, my God for ever and eyer, and my 

Guide even to the death. g.. Tr 
May God accompany what I have written 
with the influences of his grace! May he bleſs 
you with all ſpiritual bleflings in Chriſt Jeſus! 
and ſay. to your ſoul, Fear not, for I am with 
thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy Go Grant 
this, O thou Hearer of prayers, for the fake of 


thy Son Jeſus. Amen. | 7 
eee 
. 


Dear G. Aug 16, 1743. 
N the beginning of yours, you complain of 
your wickedneſs : but ſurely } have much 
greater reaſon. O 'tis a wonder of God's long- 
ſuffering patience am not conſumed. I am all 
a, an unclean thing ; the whole faculties of my 
ſoul are corrupted. I cantinually grieye God's 

Holy Spirit: and, inftead of grow?ng in grace, 1 
daily decline. How muck carnal ſecurity? how 
much ignorance and blindneſs 2 how much in- 
gratitude and enmity is to be found in me? My 
heart is deſperately wicked. O that the Lord. 
would 24cxen me, that ſo I might call upon his 
= | name 
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name! O that he would I/ upon me the light of 


| his reconciled countenance! This would make 
me happy; this alone can do it. This would 
put more joy in my heart, than the wicked can 
taſte, auhen their corn, their zuine and oil do a- 
bound. This I know to be truth, this I hope I 
have experienced, that the ways of wildom are 
Ways of fleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace. O 
then, how unaccountable are we, that, though 
we know theſe things, we are not concerned to 
ſeek after them with our whole hearts! For, if 
we were ſeeking according to God's will in faith 
and ſincerity, he would not refuſe: No, he is a 


liberal giver, and able to ſupply all our wants. 


He ſays to us, Afb, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, 


and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſpall be opened 


unto ycu. Should we not then examine all our 
wants and needs, inquire after the glorious pri- 
vileges of his children; and then go to the /hrone 
of grace, with a holy bs/dqne/5, and aſk them all 
in the name of Jeſus? Then ſhould <ve obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need: 


then would God anſwer our calls, for he cannot 


deny himſelf : then ſhould we be heavenly-mind- 
ed, holy, and zealous Chriſtians, and enabled 
to ſing with the pſalmiſt, The Lord's my ſbip- 
Herd, I foall noi want. This is our duty, this 
would be our happineſs. How reaſonable is it 
then to comply? Hereby we employ Chriſt, and 


:2<refore enjoy him, and honour him. Awake, 
V rorti-abind, come then ſouth, Llow upon our 


Wuls, that we, and all that is within us, may 


ve ſtirred up to praiſe 25 boly One of If ael. 


Come, 


whom you dwell. It has been, is, and will be, 


was given to his words; and Lot dwelt in the 


Come, O Lord, over the mountains of our ini- 

quities, and reftore unto us the joy of thy ſal va- 

tion, Amen and Amen. : | SE 
Sin greatly abounds among the people with 


the lot of the people of God, to be lo ſituated. 
Noah was a preacher of righteouſneſs, yet no heed 


midſt of the greateſt wickedneſs, as is now your 
caſe, But fear not: God 4nowe2th how 70 deliver 
the godly out of temptution. Elijah thought he 
was left alone; but notwithſtanding. there was 
a remnant who did not bow the knee to Baal, So 
alſo there may be, at this day, where you are, 
though they are not well known, O that the 
profane amopgſt you ſaw their danger! O that 
we had hearts to wieſtle for them! Let your re- 
proofs be done with prudence cat not that 
which is holy unto dogs, but take opportunities 
that may molt probably be uſeful. 


* EN M K K K K. K K Kr K Kt K . K MM 
No V. To G. H. 
Dear G. | 5 | September 19. 1743. 1 1 


Had your triumphant letter laſt week, and 
deſire to join in praiſing he God of all con- 


/o/ation, who deals ſo bountifully with you. O 


how ſhould we admire the wonderful conde- 
ſee nſion of our God ! Though he is the high and 
iy One, who inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name ts 

5 5 . Holy; 
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Holy, yet he will alſo davell with the man that i: 
of .a humble and contrite ſpirit, How undeſer. 
ved a privilege this? that a rebellious ſinner 


fliould be admitted into fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther and the Son! How ſovereign are all his 
ways? Why elle ſhould he paſs by angels, an 

| Provide a Saviour for man? and, when thou- 
lands are ſuffered to periſh, place his love upon 
you ? The more certain a ſaint is of this; it 
ſhould make bim wonder, adore, admire, and 
pra'ſe the more. Surely it is the language of 
the belieyer, when he gets lively impreſſions of 
is intereſt in God's favour, wy | 


thus mindful of me? When he has ſuch foul- 
trarſporting vteaus of the greatneſs, majeſty, and 


holineſs of God; and, at the ſame time, a ſenſe 


what a poor, little, worthleſs, ſin ful creature he 
35 10 himſelf; what can he utter but the words 
of the wiſe man, Will God in very deed dauell 
% man en earth? What though you now be 
Lon wwith the thorns ? They will even loſe their 
end that tear you; for, inſtead of doing you 
urt, it will, with all other things, work toge- 
ler for your gaod, Our Savidur knew how 13 
Janibs were to be teproached in the world, and 
_ therefore he warns them of it. And how much 
comfort is mixed with the warning ? Bled are 
ye (ſays he) awhen men fail revile you, and per- 
ſecu e you, and ſpeak all manner of evil againſt 
Jo falſely for my ſake. Rejoice ard be exceeding 
Flad, fer great tr your reward in heaven. Are 
r her ee, Fant JF aye are agree for 


| d of the glories 
pf the eternal world, What am I, that thou art 


8 Suns. al. . onto eee Ys. a. 6c. en ts 
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Chriſt, te Spirit of glory and of God refteth upon 
u And does not bur Lord fulfil his word to 
you? You can ſay, He is /he fairbful and ire 


witneſs. Submit then to _ crois, feed ypen. 


his promiſes, and rejoice in all your ttibulat ions. 
For if you ſuffer with Chriſt, you ſball alſo rei gu 
with him. And if you confeſt him b:fore men, 5g 


will alſo confeſs you before his Father and the ho- 


y angels, Then will be a happy and joyful day 
for the ſaint, who with unſpeakable pleaſure will 
look back on all his reproaches and croſſes of e- 
very kind, and praiſe and admire. the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of his God ; when now he car jet 
his ſeal to it, that all was ordered for the bett; 
and knows to his. ſweet experience; that his Jig 
afflictions, which were but for a moment, have 
avrought for him a far more exteeding and eternal 
aveight of glory. How delightful is it to che be- 
liever, when by faith he can realize this ? But 


what muſt it be, when it actually takes place? 
All we can ſay is, Eye hath n pe ear hath : 


not heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
90 man t6 concei ve. But if this will be a 


appy day for the followers of the Lamb, it will 


e no leſs a miſerable one to his deſpiſers : while 


the ſaifit with joy looks back on what he has 


ſuffered for Chriſt; they muſt with anguiſh ra- 
view the diſhonour they have done to the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. Jeſus will then 4 
who he is; and they who deſpiſed his merey, 
ſhall periſh by his wrath.— in what a light 


will everlaſting, electing; diſtinguiſhing; and un- 
deſerred love then appear to the ſaints | How 5 


ä muſt 


1 
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c 
« 1 


muſt it accent the ir Hallelujahs, and make them 
| fing, Worthy is the Lamb that ewwas ſlain, to re- 
| ceive potwer, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 

and honour, and glory, and blefing! Then will 2 


Jeſus be glorifed in his ſaints. and admired in all 
them that believe. Have we then za/ted tbat 
| #he Lerd is gracious, O let it be our chief con- 
BM cem, not to live to our/elwves, but to him that died 
and roſe again. And ſeeing we are not our own, 

but bought with a price, let us glorify God with | 
eur bodies and ſpirits which are his. O rightequs 
Father, grant that our light may fo ſpine before 
men, that others ſeeing our good works, may glo- 


Sa 4 on Ys 4 * 
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rify thy name! 1 
Dear G. From what is ſaid we may learn, 
that /e redemption of the foul is precious. Ho- 
concerned then ſhould we be, to bring ſinners 
to a ſenſe of their fins, and point out to then 
the way of falyation! But far be it from us to 
1 think we can do any thing to purpoſe of our- 
1 . ſelves. No, the almighty power of God only 
4 Can convert a ſinner. Yet, ſince God makes 
uſe of means, let us do what we can. How ne- 
ceſſary is ſuch a concern for miniſters. of the go- 


fiel, to make them go heartily about their la- 

fo 7 "$M 8 

j bour! O then, may the Lord furniſh us with it; 

5 that ſo, being by divine grace the happy inſtru- 
ments of turning many to righteouſneſs, we may 
| 1 one day Hine as the ſun in the firmament, and wy 
5 the ftars for ever and pier. Ge m kind ſer- 

vice to One in his Ration may be ve- 


y uſeful, by inſtructing and exhorting the Gra 
* i ; s f * h ; 2 TOR ; ; 2 £ ren; 
8 $ % » « 
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| dren; but I ſuppoſe he does not neglect it: you 


knew the happy effects of this at Baldernock,— N 


SS ö 


No VI. To G. H. 


Dear G. : Edinburgh, April 20. 1744. 1 
Had the favour of your agreeable letter laſt 
night. I hope, as you ſay, God has uni- 


ted us in the ſtricteſt ties of love and friendſhip z 


and I pray that the union may never be diſſol- 


ved. Shall we, by our own ſpirits, ſeparate 
what God has joined ? Alas, how diſhonourable 
would this be to the holy religion we profeſs, and 
how uneomfortable to ourſelves ! But we know 


not Ourſelves : much corruption remꝭins ſtill in 


bur bearts, and we cannot be ſure which way it 


may vent itſelf, We have, alas! too many in- 


| ſtances in our days of God's children falling out 
by the way to their Father's houſe 1. let this; my 
dear, ftir us up to pray that it may nevet be bur 


| caſe, but that we may walk hand in hand te the 


Zion above. But ſuppoſe the worſt, ſuppoſe 
Satan ſomehow got the better of us, (a thought 
I doubt not makes you ſhrink; though I am half 
perſuaded the thing will never happen), yet I 
hope our friendſhip would not be finally diſſol - 
ved: Ati eternity, of ftiendſhip I truſt will re · 
main, which will take place in a peculiar man- 
ner when we join th general aſſembiy and church 

of the firft- born, _ perfeR harmony, mutual 
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het: would be grieyous to you, tor I know what 
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happineſs and peace will reign, and no variance, 
no malice, no hatred, no wrath, no workings of 


ride or other corruptions, ſhall interrupt their 
8 Should not this make us long for 
the day-break, and the ſhadows flying away ? 
How will narrow-fſpirited Chriſtians have their 
hearts then enlarged ? How will they then won- 


ger to behold theſe whom formerly they thought 
aliens and ſtrangers, fellow citizens of the ſame 


houſehold of glory? Haw will they then rejoice 
in joining together to ſing a new ſong to the 
Lord, and with one heart and one mouth to ut- 
ter his praiſe ? Who can expreſs what will be the 


language of ſaints in that day? A glorious day! 


a time of refreſhing indeed! What will rigid 


Preſbyterians then tay to Independents, or Sece- 
gers to thoſe of the eſtabliſhed church? c. &c, 


7 Wih 
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No VII. To G. H. 
Dear C. 


% 


\ LL' men, while in this world, muſt lay 


X their account with tribulation, Man is 
born to trouble, as the ſparks fly upward. Be- 
lievers, though God be their God, yet are not ex- 


empied from the croſs ; yea, Jeſus has left it to 


his diſciples as à part of his legacy. Think it 


not ſtrange then, my dear G, concerning the fee. 


ry trial. The death of your mother, I doubt 


11 


L E TFN 38. n6y 
t is to loſe a parent: but why ſhould we : repine, 
or ſay unto God, What doſt thou? His will 
_ ought always to be our will. O how beautiful 
was the language of Job, The Lord gave, the 
Lord has taken away, bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord Let the conſideration of this trial's co · 
ming from your own God ſupport you, nay, e- 
ven make you rejoice in it: though you want an 
earthly father and mother, by the eye of faith 
view Jeſus as ſupplying the want of every rela- 


tion, Praiſe the Lord, that your afflitions do 


not come from an angry God, bur from a loving 


and. reconciled” Father; and let every worldly _ 


: diſappoiptment teach you more and more the va- 
nity of the world, and draw you nearer to ar) 
where rg true happineſs ! 1s to be found. 


* "oa of 9 
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N VII.. To G. 8 


per 0. ; ut, 9 . 
S | hear from your 3 os 1744 arg 
now at Edinburgh, I am in clined to write 
you a few lines, though they will be but few, a as 
I am writing ſeveral letters this night. We have 
for ſome time been great ſtrangers as to writing, 


gr: acc. 


ſpiritual ſenſe, I muſt tell you, Much of a wic 
ked heart, frequent deadneſs, unbelief, and in- 
deed innumerable evils, compaſs me about, 
| e Were 


but 1 meet one another at the throne of : 
ere you to aſk how I have been in 3 
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Were it not for the never-failing promiſe of 4 
God abb cannot lie, and the perpetual interceſ- 
ion of our great High Prieſt, now appearing in 
the preſence of God for, I hope, you and me, 
and who has the names of all his people engraven 
onihis breaſt, what would become of me? But, 
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lives to make interceſſion, comfort our ſouls? 
How ſhould it encourage us to draw near to the 
throne of grace with a holy boldneſs, and there 
confeſs our fins, and make known all our wants 
and ſorrows to our heavenly Father? I hope, 
ſometimes Jeſus manifeſts himſelf to you as he 
does not to the world, Surely you have taſted 
ofhis loving-kindneſs, and rejoiced with his inhe- 
ritance: and though ſometimes he ſeems to hide. 
his face from you for a litle moment, and you are 
left to complain of hardneſs and deadneſs, yet 
with great mercies will he viſit you: He will 
turn again, he auill have compaſſion upon you, he 
will ſubdue your iniguities, and caſt your fins into 
the depths of the ſea. Has he not done ſo ere 
now? And was you not made to ſay, O Lord; 1 
will praiſe thee; though thou waſt angry with 
me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfort- 
ed// me? How. pleaſantly did you then ſing, 
Who is a God like unto thee, who pardoneth ini - 
guity, wwo paſſeth by the tranſgreſſton of the tem- 
nant of thy heritage ? He retaineth not his anger 
er ever, becauſe he delighteth in nercy.—— | 


Oh, how ſhould the conſideration, that he ever 


LES Tun ee 


FF 
| No IX. To G. H. 
Dear G. Ea September 19. 1744. 


VV E are now ſet out on the ſame} Journey; 5 we 


have the ſame heavenly country in view: 
and O how ſweet the thought, that, after a few 
_ wreſtlings with the old man, a few toſſes in this 
vain world, we ſhall arrive at our journey's end ! 
All our fellow-citizens above ſhall welcome us ! 


And our glorious Redeemer, who has purcha- 


ſed and prepared that city for his people, will 
provide for as alſs a place there. For ſome days 
paſt the Lord has been as it were intimating ſo 
much to me; he has made me to believe be 


ewill never have me nor forſake me. But, alas, 


this day I find much ingratitude in my heart, 


30 * wonderful is it, that, when we forget 


to maintain continued interceſſions for ourſelves, 
our glorious and prevalent Interceſſor ceaſes not 
to appear in the preſence of God for us, plead- 
ing our cauſe! How comfortable a conſidera- 


tion is this? and how ought it to ee our 


faith in the worlt of frames — 
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ee e 2 5 July 19. 1745. 8 
Rejoice, try dear H. to receive a letter from 
* and deſire 7. be thankful to that God, 
with whom compaſions flow, for nanifeſting 
| himſelf to you 7% as he does not to the —y 
I hope he has begun that good work in you, which 
he will carry on till the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus : If fo, hail happy ſoul! once a child 
of the wicked one; now a child of the Moſt 
High! once a child of wrath; now reſtored 
to the favour of your God! once going in 2hz 
broad way which leads to deſtruction; now tra- 
velling to the heavenly Canaan ? Look back 
to eternity, and admire free, unmerited, e- 
lecting love: look forward to eternity, and be 
amazed at the wonderful effects of divine good- 
neſs. Well may we ſay, God is love. O comie, 
my brother, let us fing a new ſong to the. Lord; 
let us exal: his name together; let us glory in him 
as the Rock of our /alvation for I hope we 
may ſay, This God is our God for tber and ever, 
and will be our guide even unto death, Ere long 
I hope we ſhall enter theſe bleſſed manſions, 
where we ſhall in a more perfect manner fing 
his praiſe. What think you, my young bro- | 
ther, ſhall we then be ſorry that we deſerted the 
camp of Satan, and liſted under the banner of 
e | Jeſus? 


L 1 PL R 8. 109 


Jeſus ? ? Shall it grieve us that we refrained from | 


the ſinful pleaſures of the world ? Shall we think 
that we parted with too much for Jeſus ? Shall 
we complain that we were too zealous and ac- 


tive in his ſervice ? Shall we not rather wonder 


at our worldly-mindedneſs, and bluſh for our 
ſpiritual floth ? Come, let us provoke each other to 
love and to gagd works. Can we do tao much for 

our Redeemer, our Saviour, our God? What/oce- 
ver others do, let it be our concern to | ſerve the 
Lord. "Tis true, if we are faithful in his ſer- 


_ we muſt lay our account with reproaches 


from the world, and perhaps much worſe : But 
ſhall we grudge to ſuffer in his cauſe, who ſufe 
fered ſo much for us ? May we ever, through 
race, be enabled to join the apoſtle, I am not 
(lays he) aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt : nei- 
ther had you reaſon, Q Paul ; for you-knew in 
your bleſſed experience, that it was the poauer 
of God, and the wiſdom of God, to them who 
believe.——Let us be concerned to maintain' a 
cor.ſtant ſenſe of our own weakneſs, vileneſs, and 
- unworthineſs, and at the ſame time keep in view 
the fulneſs of the Saviour; that we may put va 
confidence in the fleſh, but rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus 
as our av;/dom, righteouſne/s, 2 an 
redemption. If left to ourſelves, we will ſoon 
fall. Let us therefore be frong in the grace 
which is in Chriſt Teſur, May we be enabled 
by a lively faith 7 abide in him, that ſo we may 
bring forth much fruit. I attended laſt Sab- 
bath at Campſie {ſacrament ; it ſeemed to be a 
deli guy accaſion ; the fields were ſtrowed with | 
| en 
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ſupplicants ; and I doubt not but many rafted | 


that the, Lord is gracious, I deſire that you 


would hold me up in the arms of your faith to 
' the Father of mercies, and pray that he may 
bleſs me with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Ciiriſt 


Jeſus, — | 


CCC 


| AL Tol k 
her 4 | 


Received yours, which made me ſympathiſe 5 


with you, and increaſed the fervour of my 


prayers for you, which J hope the Lord will an- 
twer in his oaun time, though that perhaps may 


neither be your time nor mine. — You complain of 


the prevailing of corruption, which brings on 
much unbelief; and indeed the effect of it com- 


monly is to darken evidences. But ] have frequent- 
ly told you, and ſtill think, you look too much at 


your own corruptions, without looking to Chriſt, 
the fight of whoſe perfect righteouſneſs can only 


deſtroy them. Your duty is to view Jeivs as ha- 


ving fulfilled the condition of the covenant, and 


then as a „nner to claim an intereſt in it, plead- 


ing upon what he has done and ſoFered, — But 
you fay, You think you have made application to 


Chrift for ſanctiſication, and yet cannot find the 
fruits of it, But apprehend this may be cau- 


| fed, by applying too ſeldom to the Receemer's 
blood: I would therefore adviſe you, look out 
ef yourſelf; rejoice that Chriſt was holy, and fi- 


piſhed 


© niſhed all Z avork the Father gave him to ds. 
Don't limit God to a time as to your ſanctific a- 


ion, but reſolve through grace to wait upon 
him, and doubt not that you ſnall yet mount up 


aulih wings as kaglet, and renew your ſtrength, 
though perhaps now your enemies may be ris 
ding over your head. O then, look to Chriſt, 
and he you ſaved. Look to him, and not to your- 


ſelf, to be made holy. Look to his righteouſ- 


neſs: Ln him all the fred of Iſrael are juſtified, 
and ſpall glory. Look to his love: He loved ns, 


and waſhed us from our fins in his own Glad. 
Look to his ability to ſave: He 7s able t ſa ve 


unto. the uttermoft all that come unto God throngh 
bin; and thoſe that come to him he vill in no- 
auiſe caft out, Behold all the perfections of God 
gloriouſly diſplayed in the ſcheme of man's re- 


dem ption, by the death, the reſurrection, the 2- 


ſcenſion and iaterceſſion of the Son of God. Let 


theſe be much the ſubjeRs of your meditations 


and prayers; and you'll find in time, by thus þ2- 
boiding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, you 


will be changed into the jame image from glory 


ro glory, The ſhield of faith will defend you 
from your ſtrong and numerous enemies: go on 


then boldly againſt them, reſolving, however 


they rage, you will make what reliſtance you 
can; aud not be afraid of their force, but pro- 
claim war againft every one of them, though (a; 
it is expreſſed, Deut. xx. I. & /eq.) i Hu ſceſt horſes 


and chariots, and a people more than then. And, 


when cortuptions would lead you aſide, uſe them 
as the Ifraclites- were command-.d to do the 
I K | idolaters, 
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idolaters, Deut xii. 8. 9. 10. Thou ſhalt not 
conſent unto them, nor hearken unto them, nei- 
ther ſhull thine eye fity them, neither ſhalt thou 
ſpare, neither ſhalt thou conceal them. But thin 
 ſpalt ſurely kill them, thine hand ſhall be upon 
them to put them to death; becauſe they have 
fought to thruſt thee awway from the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from 
the houſe of bondage. Sound an alarm to your 
heart at their firſt riſing, To arms, to arms im- 
mediately inform the Captain of ſalvation. And 
1 hope, by daily going on in this way, you will 
find. when your enem'es ruſh in le a fliod, the 
Spirit of the Lord will lift up a Standard againſt 
them. | 
You fay,- You : are ſometimes ready t) con- 
clude, that, if your eng ging in the miniſterial 
Work was approved by Goa, you would meet 
with more oppoſition f-om Satan. But I think, 
from what you write, he is as buſy with you as 
he can. And Satan can as effectually diſturb the 
work of God, by raiſing ſtorms within the breaſis 
of thoſe who are, or who ought to be the inſtru- 
ments of carrying it on, as by exciting the wie- 
ked to oppoſe their attempts. Though you do 
not ſee it now, yet afterwards perhaps you will 

ſee, he has been deſiring to have you, that he 
might fift you as wheat ; which I hope will be 
as a forerunner of ſome great ſucceſs. Your cor- 
ruptions may be permitted in ſcrme meaſure to 
prevail, that you may be humbled, and learn 
ever after to aſcribe eve y good thing to God, 
and to opens on him tor gifts and ſucces, 
| grace 


nn 


: grace and glory, This was God's way of deal- 


ing with Peter, whoſe corruptions were fo far 
permitted to get the better of him, that he dent- 
ed his Maſter, yea, ſwore he knew not the man. 
Had any one told Peter, when brought to a ſenſe 
of his fin, that he ſhould yet be honoured as an 
inſtrument of converting many, he would pro- 


bably have reaſoned as you do: yet you know 


what a glorious Change was produced on about 
three thouſand by one ſermon of that ſame apo- 
ſtate Peter. O then, dear I. let not ſuch thoughts 


as you mention enter your head. How can you 


be ſo uſeful in any other way? And you muft 
confeſs you find ſometimes ſtrong deſires for the 
advancement of Chriſt's kingdom. O then de- 
viſe liberally of God, who giveth liberally, and 
upbraideth not. Entertain no ſuch hard thoughts 


of him as Satan and unbelicf would ſuggeſt: 2 


his name is the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 


long: Juffering, and abundant in goodne/s and in 


truth, He is the Father of mercies, and God of 
all conſolation : yea, he is love itſelf. > Draw 

near then boldly to the throne of grace, that you 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 


need. and then with joy fball you draw water 
out of the wells of jalvation, 
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No XII. To x k. 1 . 


Dear "A July 20. 1741 
Sce you ate ſtill complaining of a body of fin 
and d-ath, toſſed about upon the waters like 

Noah's atk : But what though, like it, you toſs 
a while? It reſted, after long ſwimming among 
the -billows. And why ſhould you doubt that 
the ſelling of the waters will fall, and that you 
will then find reſt to your weary foul ? The caſe 
of the diſci; ples in the ſhip much reſembles yours: 
their Lord was abſent, the ſea was raging, the 
ſhip toſſed op and down, and they in great con- 
ſterraticn, quite at a loſs what to do, and una- 
ble to help themſelves: but when their Saviour 
came to them, then the raging of the ſea ceaſed, 
and all was turned into a calm. Spiritualiſe 
this, aud apply to yourſelf the many promiſes you 
have to encourage you: He giveth power to 
« the faint, and to them that have no might he 
* jncreafeth ttrength *. © When the poor and 
« necdy ſeek water, and there is none, and their 
«« tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Lord will hear 
c them, I the God cf Iſrael will Not forſake 
„ them, I will open rivers in high places, and 
« fountains in the midſt of the valleys: : I will 
«© make the wilderneſs a pool of water, and the 
% dry land ſprings of water +.” „ Bebold, the 
“ Lord's hand is not ſaortengd, that it cannot 


* If, xl. 29— +I. xli. 17.18. 


Es ſave, 


UTP n 86. ms 

« ſave; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
« hear* ,” He paſſeth by the tranſg reſſion of 
the remnant of his heritage; he retaineth not 
« his anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in 
« mercy .“ He proclaims liberty to the cap- 
« tives, and the opening of the priſon to them 
« that are bound.” He appoints © unto them 
that mourn in Zion,” he gives © unto them 
« beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of hea- 
« vineſs 4.“ Let not the multitude of your ſins, 
nor the greatneſs of them, lead you to deſpair. 
Look to the infinite merit of the blood of Chriſt, 
that blood which cleanſeth from all fin |. And 
by bclieving applications to a bleeding Saviour, 

„ though your fins were as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow; though they were red like 
« crimſon, they ſhall be as wool .““ Take 
courage then, and plead the promiſes : yea, let 
your ſoul feed upon them, tnat, deriving from 
them ſtrength and nouriſhu ent, you may grow as 

the lily, and caft forth your roots as Lebanon, — 


BN K IR NN I k. Kr K. Kt K. t E K i K K K 
No XIII. To K. I. 


Dear K. | . TON 

[| Received your agreeable letter the 8th cur-. 

; reut, and am glad to hear of your being fo 
much aſſiſted on Sabbath afternoon, "Tas 1 
5 icah vii. 18. . IXI. 3. 3. 11 

13. 10 Micah vii. 18. f II. Ixi. 1. 3. | John 
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think a token for good; and though there be 
no ſuch outward appearance of concern as in 
ſome other places, jet a cloſe attention to what 
you ſay, is very agreeable, and what thould en-. 
courage you. The work is indeed exceeding. 
great, and the threatenings againſt unfaithful. 
miniſters very ſtrong: but, on the other hand, 
Gad's promiſes are more abundant to ſtrengthen 
his fincere ſervants. The joy they will have 
when they ceaſe from their labours, who here on 

earth have been honoured 0 turn many to righs 

zeouſneſs, ſhould make miniſters of the goipeh 
count all their labours little: and indeed they will 
appear to them light and ſhort, if they eonlider, 
that they work out for them a far more exceeds 
ing and eternal weight of glory. Go on then, dear 
Sir, rejoicing : for our vaviour ſpeaks comforts 
able and encouraging words; F any man ſerve 
ne, him will my Father honour, Go on believing | 
his promiſe, My grace ſpall be ſufficient for thee 3 
for my frrength ts made perfect in weakneſs. He 
has promiled a mouth and wiſdem. Be ſtrong 
then in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
But take care to pur no conjidence in the fleſh, and 
give no glory to ſelf; for your /ufficiency can only 

be of God, from whom cometh every god and 
perfect gift. We cannot convert even our own 
fouls, how much 1-15 the ſouls of others? The 
apoſtle Paul ſaw it fo great and difficult a work, 
that he cries out, bo i, Sufficient for theſe 
things? The care of ſouls ! A truſt indeed preat- 
er than that of kingdoms, yea, of greater value 
than the whole world! hat foal it profit a 


mans 


3 


en 


man, if he gain the whole world, and loſe his owns: 
ſoul? Even Paul acknowledges, Ve are not 
Sufficient of ourſelves to thin ene good thought : but, 
when he direQs his looks to his bountiful Ma- 
ſter, he boldly ſays, Through Chrift ſtrengtben - 
ing me, I am able to do all things; among which 
_ doubtleſs is included the preaching of the goſpel. 
1 ſay not theſe things to diſcourage you, but to. 
ſtir you up; for it is a duty, though a much ne- 
glected one, to exhort one auother daily, aubile is 
lalled to-day. And I am hope ful you will not take: 
this amiſs, for I deſire you would uſe the fame. 
freedom with me. Be encouraged then to at, 
in the Lord Fehowab, with whom there is ever- 
laing ſirength, that you may be enabled to 
ſpeak the avord with all boldneſs, and to declare 
the whole counſel of God. O that, like the apo- 
tle, ] bad a ſenſe of my own unworthineſs and. 
weakneſs, and at the ſame time a ſteady faith in 
the ſupetabundant ſulneſs that is in Chriſt to me, 
in particular ſw ð | 
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5 No XIV. Tak: M. b 


Dear L. | Auguſt 16. 1 oo 
7 OU have been a great Eg 
The beauty of the country, or perhaps 
your cloſe zpplication to your book, has lo cap- 
_ Uvated your ſoul as to make you forget your 
Edinburgh ſriends: but I hope, which-ever of 
5 theſe 
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works of creation. 
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theſe it be, you will ſteal a little time from them, 


to let us know whether you are yet in the land 


of the living. | 
The country no doubt muſt now give great 
happineſs to the mind that takes pleaſure in con- 
verſing with itſelf and its Creator: Surely — 
muſt now afford many excellent occaſions of 
contemplating and adorirg the great God in the 
All things around declare 
his wiſdom, and ſhew forth his eternal power 
and Godhead. - When you Icok up to the hea- 
vens, and behold the fun, the moon and ſtars, 
which he has ordained, 1s not your ſoul filled 
with wonder and amazement? When you con- 


fi der the ſeas, and the innumerable multitude of 


fiſhes therein, does not this alſo declare, that 
the Lord is a great God, and of great power, 
wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working ? 
When you caſt your eyes up and down the earth, 
and obſerve the animate and inanimate crea- 
tion, the beaſts of the field, the fowls of the 
air, the trees bringing forth their fruit, the 
buſhes loaded with berries, the corn hanging 
down its full and fruitful ear, and all the ſhrubs, 
and various kinds of planis and Brass: anſwer- 
ing their ends, particularly the good of man; 1 


ſay, when you conſider theſe things, do you not 


admire and praiſe the goodneſs of God ? crying 
cut, What is man that thou art Jo mindful of him 

Whe can by Jearching find cut God? who can 
ud out the Aimighty to parfettion ? Theſe things 
may, and | rope do afford and you many 


picalan; meditatione, while you walk together, 
5 8 8 | aud 


L E T 1 R 8. 


and talk of the wonderful works of God. 
Converſation on ſuch ſubjects is at once agree - 
able and improving; yet do not confine it to 
them: talk together alſo about the wonderful 
and amazing work of man's redemption, and 
God's love in ſending his own Son into the 
world to ſave loſt man. This is indeed the moſt 
glorious of all his works, and not only declares, 
as the works of creation and providence do, his 
almighty power and wiſdom, but at once gives a 
glorious diſplay of all his, perfections. The 

tender mercies of God are over all his other works. 
Seek then an intereſt in God's favour ; this will, 
and only can, make a man happy: this 1s to 
lay up treaſures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
ruſt can corrupt, nor thieves break through and 
al. Riches take to themſelves wings and fly a- 
Strength will fail, beauty will fade, 

will decay, and death will at lefigth rob 
| every earthly enjoyment : but the man 
who has peace with God through the Lord ſe- 
ſys Chriſt, 1s happy here ; and death will only 
be the melienger to bring him to his Father's 
houſe, where is fulneſs of joy for evermore., O 
then, my dear L. be diligent in the uſe of all 
the means of ſalvation ; pray in the ſincerity of 
your heart; read the ſcripture with attention 
and ſeriouſneſs, and with that reverence the 
word of God demands. Be much in that de- 
lightful duty of meditation: think upon the 
value of an immortal foul, the ſhortneſs of this 
Preſent life compared with eternity, the evil of 
tie, as agalnſt ſo great and good a God, Let 
ES | your 
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ycur thoughts frequently dwell on the perfec- 
tions of God: let his infinite holineſs make you 
hate fin, and flee from it: let his juſtice and 
his power to avenge, deter you from commit- 
ting fin or neglecting duty: and let his infinite 
love, through Jeſus Chriſt, engage you to love 
the Lord with all your ſoul, and ſerve him with 
all your ſtrength, How reaſonable is it for the 
creature to worſhip and obey the Creator ? But 
how daring in any to deſpiſe his authority, and 
trample his Br under their feet ? But, 
notwithſtanding former offences, be encouraged 
to draw near to God through Jeſus Chriſt, that 
you may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. Af, and ye ſhall receive; ſect, and 
ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
you. — | 1 8 


CF 
No XV. To M. N. 


Dear M. „5 
A/ E have made aged profeſſion before many 
wit neſſes : we have in a moſt ſolemn 
manner acknowledged ourſelves followers of a 
crucihed Jeſus, proclaiming war againſt all man- 
ner of fin, and awvouching 1he Lord to be our God. 
Ard if we are inneed among the bleſſed com- 
pany of Chriſtians, of the children of God, 
great and glorious are our privileges: God is our 
God, Chriſt is cur Saviour, the Holy Ghoſt our 
| 7 Sanctifier, 
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LETTERS. us 


Sanctiſier, heaven and eternal bliſs our inheri- 


_ tance. 
own, but bought with a price, even the preci- 


We are then, my dear, no more our 


ous blood of Chriſt; and therefore bound 1% /zwe, 
mot to our jelves, but to him that died for as and 
roſe again. O let us beware of indulgiog any 
of Chriſt's enemies in our hearts; let us Un 
go on in the ſtrength of the Captain of our fal- 

vation, giving our foes no reſt, Let us think 


on what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for us: 


and can we think on his infinite, his eternal, hrs 
unchangeavle love; and cur hearts not return 
love for love, and be conſtrained to obedience, 
ſaying, Lord, what would/t thou have me to as ? 
Surely theſe are the happy hours of the Chriſtian, 


when he thus goes on ts the way of God's com- 
mandments : and cannot you yourſelf, my dear, 
join in ſaying, The ways of wiſdom are ways of 


pleaſant neſo, and all her paths are peace ? Say, 

were not thoſe the happieſt momen s of your 
life, when you was going on your way rejoicing 
in the God of your ſalvation ? when you could 


ſay from the heart, Lord, thou that knoweſt all 


1 things, b no ⁊ueſ that ] love thee. Whom have 1 
a 2 but thee? and there is none inthe earth 


that I defire beſides thee. 


for the living God, yea, panting after him as 
the hart panteth after the water-brooks: yet 


| theſe were but tokens of Chriſt's love, an ear- 


neſt ouly of things to come. But, when we 


confider them, may we not wonder at our in- 


| Eratitude! How often 22 — have we had cold 
hearts, 


Lo 


| Then you found your 
tender heart, and your fleſh, crying out for God, 
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hearts, and ignorant hearts? How have we by 
our careleſſneſs quenched the motions of the 
bleſſed Spirit? Juſtead of advancing in grace, 
by our unthankfulneſe, and not improving what 
we get, and not aſking for more, we grow bar- 
ren and unfruitful. O then, let us be ſtirred up 
to more diligence: let us not reſt content with 
ſome degrees of heavenly mindedneſs; no, let 
us go on from one degree of grace to another. 


But our hearts are ready to ſuggeſt, we cannot 
always expect to be rejoicing, it is only ſonie- 


times believers attain to theſe remarkable enjoy- 
ments. But give no heed to ſuch ſuggeſtions, 
they cannot come from the Spitit of God; for 
the fcrip:ure ſaith, Regozce evwermore; and again 
1 ſay, Rejeice. So you ſee it is our duty, as well 


as happineſs, always to be rejoicing in Chriſt. 


0 er courage us to this duty, we may be think- 


upon our Saviour's words, Becauſe JI live, 


= © ball live alſo; and the apoſtle's, Nen Chri/t, 
avb9 ig our life, ſpall appear, we alſo ſhall ap- | 


feat with him in glory. 


O what a glorious day 


will that be, when Chriſt's flock will all be ga- 
thered into one! for then ke will pronounce 


theſe bleſſed worde, Come, ye blefſed of my Fa- 


ther, inherit the kingdom prepared Jar, yo before 
the foundations of the world, Will 
_ . thus cheerfully receive as to. himſelf ? Yes, he 

will receive all his own people, he will not lote 

let us cheriſh the firſt motions of his Spirit, and 


efus Chriſt 


O then, let us receive biz into our hearts, 


not quench them; let us beware of drawing back 


from this bleſſed * for, if any man f draw 


"obs 


L R S. 121 
back, God's ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. 
But 1 hope we are not of them that draw back 
unto perdition, but of them that believe to the 
ſaving of the ſoul. Be diligent in all the means 
God has appointed for our ſpiritual growth, for 
they are great privileges; and it mult needs be a 
great ſin to be careleſs in going about them. 
You have now a fine opportunity ; and, if you 
improve it aright, it may be the happieſt time 
of your life. Be fervent in prayer. Be careful 
in reading and thinking upon the ſcripture. 
Meditate frequently, for it is a delightful as 
well as ſanctifying duty. Hear the word of 
God with attention and application; and ne- 
glect not to examine your heart. May the Lord 
ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, and comfort you! 


* KKH HN NN NH 
No XVI. To the Rev. Mr N. O. 


35 September 9. 1742. 
8 HE pleaſure I had = EOS in 3 
company was very confiderable ; and 1 
rejoice to ſee ſo much of the power of godiineſs 
appear in the converſation of many-with you: 
ſurely it may ſhame Edinburgh Chriſtians, and 
make us cry out, Our leanneſs! our leanneſs ! I 
doubt not but much of cur deadneſs is owing to 
our carnal converſation ; fer while we are too 
much taken up with the things of a preſent 
world, either in the uſe of them er converſation 
8 . 3 about 
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- about them, we are ready to forget that this is 
not our reſt, and that we are tiaveiling to another 
country, that is, an heavenly. Were we more 
taken up in contemplating Ged's glorious per- 
fections, in admiring and adoring the ſcheme of 
redemption, and in meditating on the truths of 
the goſpel; we would have more of the lan- 
guage of Canaan, and would be leſs conformed 
to this world, and our converſation would bein 
heaven: for then, the good tree being nouriſh» 
ed, it would bring forth good fruit, to the glo- 
ry of the huſbandman; and out of the abundance. 
"of our hearts, the mouth would ſpeak, This 
would make us look above this vain world, it 
would make us bold for God, and prevent our 
ſearing the faces of men ! This is not only our 
duty, but our lite and happineſs! Why then 
| ſhould we not ſtir up and provoke one another 
to love and to good works ? O then, le.. 
prevoke dead Edinburgh, and Jet Edinburgh in 
her turn provoke ——— again, Let us look 
to the primitive Chriſtians, or even to thoſe of 
New England, to encourage us. I hope the 
ſocieties you and other friends at — were 
ſpeaking about, may be a means, if the deſign 
is per!ected, to bring about an agreeable revival. 
"In the mean time, let not our hands be lack: - 
Jet us be wreftling with God for a {till more glo- 
rious effuton of the Holy Spirit, pleading that 
*extenſive promiſe, The ear!» fall be full of the 
g. of the Lord, as the wwaters cover the ea, 1s 
— *ncet this an exceeding full promiſe ? No not the 
Waters waolly cover the ſea? What then can be 
85 . tbe 
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the fulfliog of ſuch a rolls; but that all na- 
tions of the earth ſhall bleſs the Lord, and be 


bleſſed in him [mans 
Ee 


No xvn. To P. Q 


5 | „ July 11. 1743. 
| I. Had yours of the gth current: I heard you 
was not well, but did not know before you 
was ſo much indiſpoſed. O how uncertain is 

the number of our days! But, alas, how often 

do our practice and vain hearts ſpeak, as if we 
were to live here for ever? How little effect has 
it vpon us, that we muſt ſoon appear before the 
judgment-ſeat of Chrift ? J have often wonder- 
ed, and do ſtill wonder, at myſelf and others, 
to ſee how little ſeriouſneſs is to be found either' 
in our heart or practice; this makes the rod of- 
ten neceſſary: and, to be ſure, the ſcourges and 
chaſtiſements which believers receive, while paſ- 
ſing through this wilderneſs, flow from the love 
of a merciful Father, who makes all things work 
together for their good : therefore. whea under 
any affliction, we ſhould neither deſpiſe the cha-' 
ſtiſement of the Lord, nor faint when we are re- 
buked of him; but, conſidering whence theſe 
chaſtiſements come, we ſhould, with ſubmiſſion 
of ſoul, be kiſſing the rod that ſmites us, and” 
ſaying, Not our will, but thine be done; con- 


| _ has juſtice in puniſhing us for our ſins, 
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yet believing he will in due time take awapbthe 
affliction. We may alſo learn many things, and 


fould learn them, from aMiQtion : we ſhould ſee 


the vanity of this world; remember that we are 
pilgrims and ſtrangers, travelling to the heaven- 
ly country; and, from a view how little we 
have formerly done for the glory of God, we 
ſhould reſolve through grace to be more diligent, 
more upon the ſtretch than ever. But why may 
we not make this uſe of other people's afflic- 
tions ? for what now is their caſe, may very ſoon 
be ours. Let us then, dear P. endeavour to be 
as zealous in our reſolutions for God while in 
health as when in ſickneſs. Let us take care that 


we indulge no known fin, but examine our hearts, 


and find out what ſecret idols lurk there, which 
ſo often ſeparate us from comfort, and as clouds 
Intercept the beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs 
from ſhining upon our ſouls. Dear-bought 
pleaſures indeed, whatever they be ! What ſhall 


we ſay of ſuch* preſumptuous idols? O let us 
with one conſent cry, Crucify them, crucify 
One thing I believe deprives many 
- Chriſtians of much comfort, I mean their not 


having reſpect to all God's commandments, and 
inquiring in every caſe what is their duty, and 
| of it. Let us then, if we deſire to 
walk comfortably, if we defire to glorify God and 
honour the religion we profeſs, not only ceaſe to do 


evil, but learn to do well. Were this the effect of 
our light and momentary afflictions, ſurely they 
would work for us a far more exceeding and 


eternal we ght of glory: but why may it * 


TaB T7 £6 S -- Tas 
be the effect of this meditation? There is no- 
thing more reaſonable, notning can be more our 
duty, than to put this in practice. May the 
Lord then accompany this with his bleting to 
us both, and work in us to will and to do of 
bis good pleaſure ! Amen. | 


QR. 


3 FJ 11. 743. 
J Have yours of the gth current, and am ve- 
ry ſenſible of the concern you have for my 
welfare, which has appeared in many different 
ways. I hope ever to keep a grateful remem- 
brance of you upon my mind, and that the time 
is coming when we {hall join the company of 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, where no- 
thing ſhall interrupt our happineſs, and where 
there ſhall be no ſeparation from one another. 
All the ſheep ſhall then be gathered into one 
flock : There they ſhall no more go aſtray, but 
be led for ever by the banks of the river of life. 
And O how delightful will it be for Chriſtians, 
who uſed in their pilgrimage to communicate 
to each other their doubts, their fears and temp- 
tations, to tell the combats they had with their 
ſpiritual enemies, and how they were ſometimes 
like to be overcome; I ſ:y, how delightful will. 
it be for them in glory to join together in ſongs 
of triumph to the prute of the Captain of their 
ſalvation, through whom they are more than con- 
| | 1 aduexors! 
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querors ! O to be continually walking in the aſ- 
ſurance of one day finging this ſong! Ho , 


u ould it wean our affections from earthly things, 
/ and excite us to ſet them on thi: gs above ? How 


would we run in the ways of God's command- 
ments with great delight? I he conſideration 
and lively impreſſion of what the bleſſed Jeſus 
had done ſor us, would infpire us with Chriſti- 
an forticude, fo that no difficulties, no reproach- 
Es, no perſecutions, would hinder us tiom do- 
ing what we knew to be really our duty. But 
why ſhculd we once doubt ct this? For it is 
Chriſt that cied, yea, rather that is riſen again, 
and hereby triun.phed over Principalities and 
powers. This may quell all our doubts; upon 
this foundation we may ſafely build: in this we 
may ard ought to rejoice ; and reflecting upon 


it, to ſay even in the midſt of our combats, My 


evarfare 18 accompliſhed. Let us then bear about 
wich us ihe dying aud riſing again of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, the Author and Fimſher of our faith, 
that thereby we may die unto fin, and live un- 
Q pray for me, that my Faith 
may be increaſed. — ; 


* * n 


Neo XIX. To Q.R. 
Wo. 1744. 


4 18 a great privilege Chriſtians jome- 


tmes enjoy, to have fellow ſip one with 
E another, 


another, to communicate the various workings 
of their ſouls, to ſtir up and provoke each other 
to love and to good works, and, with mutual 
joy and delight, to tell the mighty and gracious | 
acts of their bleſſed Redeemer: And O how 
pleaſant is it, when two believing ſouls are uni- 
ted in love to one another, and to their dear Je- 
ſus! How do they ſtrive which ſhall moſt abaſe 
themielves, and exalt the glories of their Well- 
beloved! How do they wonder at his love, praiſe. 
and admire his condeſcenſion, and rejoice in the 
hopes of his glorious conquelts! I hope, my dear 
brother, we have ſometinies erjoved this fellow- 
hip cne with ancther : and why may it nct be 
10 ſtill? Theugh abſent in body, let us be preſent 
in ſpirit, Let us often mect at the throne of 
grace, at the ſame open fountain, at the ſame 
| ocean of love; then ſhall we know what is the 
commun jon of ſaints: while we love and eſtee m 
Our bleſted Head, we will naturally love and 
ſympathiſe with each other as members of his 
body. We may alſo have fellowſhip together 
by letters; and thus we may coniult, adviie, 
ezh01t, reprove, and encourage one another; 
love, admire, rejoice, and triumph in our glori- 
ous Redeemer, and declare what we hear or feel 
ot his goirgs in the fanCtuzry : let us then look 
up io jcius, that he may teach us lo to Write, 
that our letters may prove retreſhing tireams to 
each other's iouls. . W 
T iuppoſe you are longing to hear if Jeſus 
Was at the feaſt, —Whlat mnink yuu ? wouid Je- 
zus Make @ icfl, and invite his people os 
g an 
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and not be there? Would he tell them all things 
were ready, and yet no food provided? No; if 
they come in his name, he will be in the miaſt 


of them: he will give them bis fleſh to eat, 


which is meat indeed, and his blood to drink, 


which is drink indeed. If they come away hun- 
gry, tis their own fault: if they are ſtraitene 4. 


*s in their own bowels.— But ſtill you will ſay, 
Was he at the feaſt? Why, I hope he was: 
though there was no ſuch outcrying as in other 
places where he remarkably appeared in the 
lanctuary, yet much ſolemnity appeared in the 
Tolbooth church, where 1 fat ; his ſervants had 


freedom to declare his word, and ſome of bis 


people met with Jeſus, and were made to rejoice. 
in God their Saviour. 7 A 

On Saturday night J was enabled to wreſtle a 
little at the throne of grace, and Sabbath morn- 
ing enjoyed a pleatant time at ſecret prayer. 


As 1 wert to church, and whil- fitting there be- 
fore public worſhip begar, I thought on theſe 
words, All is ycurt, and you are Chriſt's! O how 


much did ] fee in that, All is yeurs { God the 

Father is yours, his Son, his Spirit, is yours. 
God the Father will be your Father, your Pro- 
tector, your portion for ever. jeſus will be your 
Prophet, your Prieſt, your King, your Huſband, 
your Shepherd, your Life, your Strength, your 
Hope: he will be unto you Wiſdom, Righ- 
teouſicis, Sanctiſication, and Redemption. I' 
Spirit ſhall be yours, to convince, to humble, 
to enlighten, to comfort, to teach, to guide 
you; all the promiſes, all. Ces 
—_— Fs 


Ern 
ſha!l be yours, and all the divine perfections en- 
gaged in your behalf. Bleſſed be God the Fa- 
ther for his unſpeakable gift! Bleſſed be God 


the Son for purchaſing ſuch ineſtimable bleſ- 
 fings! And bleſſed be God the Holy Ghoſt who 


applies them! Ble/s rhe Lord, O thou my foul, 


and forget not all his benefits, Admire his free 
grace, who beſfiows ſuch privileges upon poor, 
unworthy, rebellious ſinners : behold what man- 
ner of love is this! And how reaſonable is 
it, that, after being informed ſuch bleſſings are 
beftowed, theſe words ſhall follow, And you are 
 Chrifi's ! O methought, I was all willing to be 
for Chriſt; willing that his enemies ſhould be 
deftroyed in my ſoul, that his throne ſhould be 
exalted there, that he ſhould reign over me, 

that I ſhould live, not to myſelf, but to him; 
willing that, as I was not my own, my ſoul, 
my body, my all ſhould be his, and for him.— 
] alſo enjoyed ſome {ſweet times in prayer and 
praiſe, and ſomething of ſpiritual-mindedneſs. 
But, alas, I have alſo found the old man, a 
wicked, ungrateful, deceitful heart, ſending 
forth its evils : yet I hope one day to be made 
more than conqueror through him who loved me. 
Mind me in your prayers. I would have been 


aſhamed to ſend this to any but a Q. R. it is lo 


confuſed, which you will excuſe, as I have not 
time to tranſcribe it, : | 3 
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SHELLEEEELEEELEDEELEEEEELEEEE 
No XX. To G. I. 


Oaober 13. 1742. 

Def re to ſympathize with you on occaſion 

of your brother's going to a dangerous cli- 
mate. Tis well you have found a better com- 
forter than the creature: one who will never 
leave nor forſake his children, yea, who will 
make all things work together for their good. 
But bow iſerable, muſt the carnal man be, 
when afflicted either in his body or in his cir- 
cumſtances! His pleaſures cannot ſatisfy him, 
his hopes are vain, and all appears gloomy : 
For there is no peace, faith our God, to the wicked. 
May the Lord be with your brother! may he be 
Carried on the wings of the wind! and may he 
Who is the confidence of all toe ends of the earth, 
ani © chem that are afar ef upon the ſea, 
proip:: vate him the work of his hands | 
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No XXI. To 0. H. 


Top 19. 1743. 
FT Had yours a few minutes ſince, and rejoice 
to fee the way made plain before you : 


mountains and difficulties removed; you go out 
avith 


L E T 7 E R 8. = 


.vith joy, and I hope Hall be led forth with 
peace. Surely nothing is tco hard for the Al- 
mighty: and well may you ſay, He is wonder- 
ful in counſel, and excellent in working. And 
how unmerited are his favours ? When we con- 
fider what we have been while in a ſtate of na- 
ture, and what we ſtil] are while ſo much of the 
old man remains, that corrupt fountain, which is 
fo often ſending forth bitter Ulreams; may we not, 
I fay, when we conſider theſe things, juſily ad- 
mire, adore, and praiſe the diſtinguiſhing love, 
the free grace of that God, who deals not with 
us according to our fins, but viſits our ſouls with 
his ſalvation? O what are we more than others ? 
Fl hat is our fathcr's bouſe, that God bath breught 
#5 hitherto ? O let us endeavour always to walk 
humbly with our God, and in every thing ſay, 
Not unto us, not uno Us, but to tby name be the 
glory. ha) E777 0 


++ + honed ene dee 
No XXII. To R., 8. ue 


vie, ſelfiſh, unbelieving creature that 
$62 Jam! thus to doubt of power inthe 


Almighty! to doubt of ſtrength, when God has ? 


promiſed to ſtrengthen! to doubt of his readi- 
neſs to help, when his name is love! Learn then, 
O my foul, to look more at the fulneſs that is in 
Jeſus : view the fulneſs of his promiſas, and his 
willingne's as well as ability to perform them. 
LC | Reſolve 
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| Reſolve to do all things through Chriſt ſtrength- 


ening thee: caſt thy burthens upon huln, and he 
will tuſtain thee: ſerve him, aud thou ſhalt have 


liberty. Take on his yoke, and it hall be eaſy; 


and his burden, and you will find it light. Take 


up his croſs, and he will give th-e a crown of 


glory. Strange contradictions to the men of the 
world! Service liberty! Burdens light! A yoke . 
eaſy ! The crois ſweet ! OE - 


. 


$56 6-50-0606 5-4-0-0 + 
No XXIII. To S. T. 
Dear S. Auguff 14. 1-45. 


OU will agree with me, that we are not to 

live here for ever: we muſt both ſoon bid 
adieu to all the deceitful pleaſures of a preſent 
world. It will be, at fartheſt, but a few-years 
till we both appear before the judgement-ſeaz of 
Chriſt ; and perhaps it may be much ſooner, 


for who can tell what an hour may bring forth? 


An awful conſideration indeed! a conſideration 
which ſhould eafly gain our moſt ſerinus atten- 
tion! Bur, alas! how little effect has it often upon 


our hearts? We think of it as though we belie- 
ved it not. If we have therefore any regard far 
each other, we ſnould, in this the day of cur met- 


ciful wi/itation, be itirring one auother up to 
think of thoſe things that belong to our eternal 


peace. Oh, my dear S. how awful mult it be, 
to be forced v-propared into the preſence of an 


kely 


FF 


Holy Deity! How inconceivably terrible, to be for 
ever excluded from friendly intercourſe with that 
God in whe/e favour alone is life, and whoſe do- 
 ving-hinane/s is better than life ! How unſupport- 
able, to lie for ever under the juſt tirokes of a 
fin-revenging God! Some may tor a ſmall mo- 
ment make a mock of theſe things; but, if 
they do not repent and believe the goſpel, ſpec. 
dily their laughter ſhall be turned into mourning, 
and their jey into heavine/s, Then ſhall they 
covet a drop of water to cool their parched tongues, 
but it ſhalt be denied them, Let us be concern- 
ed not to add to that wretched number. Letus 
humble ourlelves before Go i, for being fo long 
Careleſs and unconcerned about our fouls, for the 
miſimprovement of time, and the rejecting the 
calls of the goſpel. Let us ſeek the Lord while 
| he may be found, let us call upon him awhile he is 
near and, whatſoever others do, let us ſerue 
ihe Lord. IT ug e | 
need not tell you how many valuable privi- 
leges you have enjoyed, and do ſtill enjoy; nei- 
ther need | put you in mind of the many inſtruc- 
tions you have got from a father, awho/e bowels. 
yearn over you, who travails in birth again till + 
Chriſt be formed in you, and who does not ceaſe 
to wreſtle with God for the ſalvation of you hrs 
dear fon. Theſe things you know will only aggra- 
vate damnation, if a ſuitable improvement is not 
made of them. Let me then, my dear, in the ſin- 
cerity of my ſoul, earneſtly beſeech you to lay theſe 
things to heart: nor will you, Lhope, take it ami a | 
that 1 write thus freelꝰ, as it proceeds from a rea [4 
| 73 | eee 
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fire for your welfare, You have no cauſe to be 


\ aſhamed of humbling yourſelf under the mighty 


hand of that God, who will caſt both ſoul and bo- 
ay of impenitent ſinners zz7o Hell, but who avilt 
exalt thoſe, who thus humble themſelves, 7x due 


| ſegſor. Whatever ſtrangers to religion may ſax. 


it is your greateſt honour to forſake the ways of 
fin, and to have a reſpect to all the command- 
ments of that God i whom you live, mave, and 
have your being. Nor need you be aſhamed to 
truſt in Jeſus, for his Slo only can cleanſe you 
rom all fins; nor to lift under his banner, and 
become his hardy ſoldier, for he is zhe King of 

Rings, and Lord of lords, Come, heartily engage 

in his ſervice, for he is the very beſt of maiters, 
O how honourable, how delightful, how raviſh- 
jag is his work! and how traaſcendentlyglorious 
the crown he will beſtow upon all his faithful 
ſervants! To him that evercometh, evill [ grant 
7o fit wvith me on my throne, O glorious privi- 
lege! worthy of our ambition ! worthy of our 


moſt earneſt defires ! the one thing needſul! But 
: how i is this to be attained? Why, by accept- 


ing Jeſus Chriſt as he is offered in the goſpel, 
Trot in him then without delay: let not a ſenſe 


of former ingratitude, nor the multitude ef your 


highly-aggravated fins, in the leaſt diſcourage, 
though to be ſure you will own they ſhould 

tly humble you, The longer you ſtay away 
from him, the more you diſhonour him: the 
ſooner and the more ſtedfafily you truſt in bim, 


"the more honour you put upon him. Allow 
Oy frequently and ſeriouſly to think on the 


glonong | 


LR TE Un Sf 
- plotious privileges of the ſovs of God; and O 
take no reſt till you are intereſted in them. Mow. * 
can you eat, or drink, or do any thing with 
cheꝗrfulneſs, while you have not good ground to 
call them your own? Strive to enter in at the 
dit gate; and, that you may ſtrive the more 
eagerly, remember it is a rait gate: yet, for 
r encouragement know, that when you have 


you 
entered in, you ſhall with pleaſure reflect upon 


your labour. My prayer to God for you is, 
Ha the eyes of” your underſtanding may be enlight- | 
ened, that you may know what is the hope of his 
ca bug; and what the riches of the glory of bis in- 
heritance in the ſaints, and what is the exceeding 
_ greatneſs of bis e toward them that believe. 
1 13 9 1 


eee 


No XXIV. To T. . „ 
My 2 Es Edinburgh — 5 : 


— —„— 1 is now in town, tells me ſhe 
had ſeen a letter from you, wherein you expreſs 
your deſire of hearing from me. My earneſt de- 
lire for your welfare, makes me heartily willing 
to grant your requeſt. The critical ſituation ⁵⁶ 
you are in, the uncertainty of life, and the great” 
importance of being prepared for eternity, for- 
bid my writing upon trifles: theſe may for a little 

amuſe, but do not edify ; nay, they often ſo fill 
the mind, that the one thing needful is negle&-" 

M 2 ? 3 ed. 
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ed. Many find time for carnal pleaſures and de- 


lights, for rioting and drunkenneſs, for chamber- 
eng and wantonne/s, tor eating, ſleeping, dreſſ- 


ing, jcſting, attending many idle diverſions, &c. 
but, alas, fnd no time for thinking upon the 
matters of God, and their immortal ſouls. I am 


aware you are iurrounded with many temptati- 


ons, and methinks you ſheuld have a holy jea- 
louſy over yourſelf. O my dear T. from the bat- 
tom of my heart I beſeech you. beware leſt the 


luſt of the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the pride 


of life, ſteal away your heart from God. Re- 
member what the apoſtle ſays, F any man love 


A. 
1 
2 
KL 
* 
A 


2 3 
7 
1 
. 
2 


tbe world, and the things of the world, the lowe of 


the Father is not in him, Be afraid cf a careieſs, 
unconcerned, lukewarm ſpirit.— Allow yourſelf 
often, nay habitually, to think ſeriouſly upon 
the great danger there is of being miſerable thro? 


all eternity. Conſider what obligations you are 


under to love and fear God with all your heart, 


and to delight yourſelf in bim, and in all the du- 


ties of religion. Think likewiſe how awful a 


1 5 thing it is to give a deaf ear to the calls of the 
goſpel: How Gall aue eſcape, (lays the apoſtle), 


if wwe negled ſo great ſalvation # Be not preju- 
diced againſt religion, by thinking that it tends to 
make men melancholy; no, none have cauſe to 
rejoice but the Chriſtian. Believe it, Chriſt's 
oke is eaſy, his burden is light, his very croſs 


o is ſweet, and his ſervice is liberty: and, were 1 
to give my own teſtimony, I would ſay, The 
ways of wiſdom are the ways of pleaſantne/s and 


peace, O how ſweet, to walk in the ſenſible fas 
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vour of God How deligh: ful, to enjoy commu- 
nion and fellowſhip with him! How comforta- 

ble, to have a heart ſprinkled from an evil con- 
ſcience by the blood of Jeſus ! Indeed the Chri- 
ſtian muſt forſake ſin, he muſt take take up his 
croſs, and follow Jeſus without the camp, bear- 
ing his reproach : But what of all this? Is ie 
not highly reaſonable to count all things but Joſs 
for the excellency of the knowledge of this Je- 
ſus? He is a Saviour we need not be alhamed of, 
for he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt. Remems 
ber his own words: If any man be aſpamed of * 
me, and of m my words, in this adulterous and fins 
ful generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of man 
be aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father, with the boy angels. It men will 
not come to this Saviour, e miſcrable mutt 
they be? for there is no ſalvation in any other. 
*Tis true, they may enjoy the mean pleaſures of 
ſin ; but oh, how poor a portion! Thele hall 
be ſo far from making them happy, that they 
will add to their miſery in another world, G 
then, T. in this your day, think upon the things 
which belong to your peace, before they be hid 
from your eyes. Be not ſatisfied with the things 
of this life for a portion: take no reſt to your 
ſoul, till you have good ground to conclude you 
are reconciled to Ged. Think is not ſufficient 
to abſtain from groſs acts of immorality : ſee 
that you be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, _ 
and be a new creature in Chriſt Jeſus; for, wich- 
our this, there is no entry at th2 gate of hea» 
ven. Do not think the bad, enamples of others *Þ| 
NM 3: will KB 
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will excuſe you, beware of this deceit. You. 
know you have had greater advantages in theſe 
reſpects than many others, and theſe, if not im- 
proved, muſt aggravate your ſins. Be not of. 
tended at my freedom of ſpeech: my concern 
for your ſoul obliges me to it: I am perſuaded 
you do not mock at theſe things: which inclines 
me to believe you will take all in good part. 
1 would yet beg you would bear with me a 
little. Let me then adviſe you ta ſet ſome time 
apart every day for thinking upon the matters 
which concern your foul : reflect upon what ſing 
you have been guilty of, either of omiſſion or 
commiſſion ; be willing to know the evil and de- 
merit of the leaſt ſin, that ſo you may ſee the 
more the need of Jeſus for your Saviour. Ne- 


en not daily and ſeriouſly to read the word of 


d; examine yourſelf by this rule, whether 
you be in the faith, Let no morning or evening 
paſs without drawing near to the throne of grace 
through Jeſus, confeſſing your ſins, and plead- 
ing ſor an intereſt in theſe great and glorious 
romiſes which Jeſus has purchaſed, and are 
peld forth to all who have acceſs ta hear of the 
glad tidings of great joy, Be endcavouring, 


over and over again, to be accepting of Jetus 


Chriſt as offered in the goſpel; and though you 


find ſometimes your heart ready to miſgive, yet 
let not this diicourage you altogether ; endea- 
your agaipſt all difficulties to venture your ſoul 
upon him, Let the command of God to believe 
in his Son, your own neceſſity, and Chriſt's 
ſuitableneſs to be your Saviour, remove all ob- 


jections, | 


LETT n 6. 


jections, and engage you to cmbrace this lovely 
Saviour, Only believe, and you ſhall be ſaved: 
embrace the Saviour, and you wc bleſſed for ever. 
O how happy ſhould you then be! What cauſe 
would you have to rejoice with joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory, while you loved an unſeen 
but believed on Jeſus ? Then ſhould you walk | 
in the light of God's countenance, and this 
would put more Joy inte your hear!, than the 
 #vicked can have when their corn, wine, and oil 
abound, © 5 | E 
\- You ſerve now King George, but have you 
ever liſted under the banner of ]zsus? You need 
not be aſhamed of him; for he is a glorious 
King, yea, the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords : he is a glorious Captain, even tbe Cap- 
rain of ſalvation. If you engege in his ſer- 
vice, and become his hardy foidier, you ſhall 
have all things neceſſary for your warfare: a 
ſhield of faith, the ſword of the Spirit, the 
breaſt plate of righteouſneſs, ai.d for an helmet 
the hope of ſalvation ; and, what is ſtill more, 
you ſhall be ſure of victory; nay, made more 
than a conqueror. And how can it be other- 
wile? For he has inſinite wiſdom and almighty 
pon er; and who can . ſtand againit theſe? But 
if you will not engage in his ſervice, remember 
you have a ſoul, and that ſoul has many ſpiritual 
enemies, the world, the devil, and the fleth 3 
and, if ſeſus is not your Captain, they will joo 
overcome you. O then, withcut delay, go aud 
give up thy name to him; he waits to be gra- 
| | C10UsS 
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cious, and will in nowiſe caſt them out who 
come unto him | | ET 
Now, T. I muſt bid you farewell. My 
heart's defire and prayer to God for you is, that 
you may be ſaved. May the God of all grace 
bring you into the bond of his everlaſting cove- 
' nant! may he keep you from the evil of the 
world! and may you at laſt be preſented before 
the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy. 
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One of his younger brothers. 


555 March 29. 1743. 
Vs you are one of the ſame ſpecies with 
. myſelf, I owe you my regard and love; 

but as. you are my brother, and one who came 
from the ſame bowels, nature demands ſtill a. 
greater height of affection: and therefore 1 
ought to be concerned for your welfare, and to 
endeavour what lies in my power to contribute 
to your real happineſs; and I hope you will 
think I write this with no other view. | | 
To teſtify my love; I think I can do it in no 
better way, than by writing to you concerning 
the things that belong to your eternal peace; ho- 
ping, as your precious immortal ſoul is your far 
bettet part, you will alſo judge it worthy of 


"LETTERS. wn 


your preateſt eſteem : for what fall it profit 4 
man, if he ſhould gain the whole world, ana 
laſe his own ſoul ? or what ſhall a man give in 
exchange for his ſoul? ff. | 

Now, my dear brother, before I go further, 
Iwill aſk one requeſt from you, which is your 
ſerious attention to what l now may write, as in the 


fight of that God who is the ſearcher of hearts. 
—A requeſt I hope you will chink reaſonable, 


and which I expect you will grant me.—Be 
ſerious with mejor once, and believe I love 
you. 15 | . | 

Now, may the Lord aſſiſt me, and give me 


words to write to you! May he give you the 


hearing ear, that your ſoul may live; and cauſe. 
his words to fink deep into your heart, that 
| henceforth you may ſeek the kingdom of hea- 

ven, as the one thing needful ! 


Death, judgement, and eternity await us; we 


daily draw nearer theſe awfu! iſſues of time: 
and how we ſhall come ff at death and judge- 


ment, and how we ſhall fare through eternity, 
is doubtleſs a queſtion of the greateſt moment, 
Whether we are at the great day to ſtand with 

the ſheep upon the right hand, to whom the 


Lord will ſay, Come, ye bleſſtd of my Father, 


taherit the kingdom prepared for you frem the 
foundation of the world; or v/nether we are to 
be among ſt he goats on the left hand, on whom 
he will pronounce the jentence, Depart from ne, 


ye curſed, into everlaſting fire prepared for the de- 
vil and his angels; ovghic frequently to be a 
| queſtion to cur ſouls: tor, believe it, many of 
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them that ſleep in the auſt of the earth ſpall a- 
wake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame 
and everlaſting contempt. Obſerve what is ſaid 

to the Jait of theſe, 2 Theſſ. vii. 8. The Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, avi h his 

mighty angels, —in flaming fire, taking venge- 
ance on them who know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt.—W here ſhall 
the wicked then flee ? or where ſhall they find 

a city of refuge? They may flee to the hills and 

mountains, and cry to the rocksto fall on them; 
but to no purpoſe : The heavens Hall paſs a= 

away with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall 
melt qwith fervent heat; the earth alſo, aud 

_ the avorks therein ſhall be burnt up.— It will be in 
vain to look to the Almighty for protection, for 
they are his enemies; and God is jealous, and 
the Lord re vengeihb; the Lord revengeth, and is 
Furious; the Lord will take vengeance on his ad- 

 eerſaries, and reſerveth wrath for his enemies. 

Who can ſtand before his indignation ? who, may. 
abide the fiercenc/s of his anger? His fury is 

poured out lite fire, and the rocks are thrown. 
do dun by him, and darkneſs ſhall purſae his ene- 
mies. For, out of Chriſt, God is a conſuming fire 
to all the workers of iniquity. , To them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey: 
unrigbteouſneſe, indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that doth 
evil.—Theſe are the terrors of the Lord; and,. 
was not the heart of man harder than the ada- 
mant, they would bring him to this ſoul- con- 
cerning queſtion, hat ſhall I do to be e P: 
| | | 40T 
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for who can dwell with devouring Hane, F 
ah car dwell with everlaſiing burnings ? 


My dear brother, what fay you to theſe 


things? Do you indeed believe that there is a 
God, an infinitely holy God, of purer eyes 
than to behald iniquity, and that cannot look upon 
in without the greateſt deteſt ation and abbor- 
rence? Do you believe that theſe puniſhments 
are the wages of fin? Do you believe that God 
is from everlaſting to everlaſting God, a great 


God, mighty and terrible, who regardeth nut the 


perſon of man, neither taketh a reward; that he 


18 7 he King eternal, immortal, invifible, the only | 
evi/e Gd, whoſe arm is full of power ?—l ſay, 


do you believe all theſe things, and remain ſtill 

unconcerned, and give no ovecience to that 
great command which God gave from heaven, 
his is my beloved Son, in arhbom { am Well plea- 


by bear ye him? If to, Laſt you a quettion,. 


'Heb. ii. 3. How all abe cafe if vue neglect fa 
great ſalvation ? The zpoſtle gives no anſwer to 
tnis, neither could he, neither can you: For if 


the avord ſpoken by angels avas Stedfajt, and e- 


Very tran/gre/f on and diſobedience received a Jus 
recompenje of reward ; how fhall we ojcape if aue 


neglect ſo great Jalvatien ? Verily taere is no 


way elſe. Neither is tbere ſaluation in any ce 
ther; for there is none ether name under heaven, 
given among men, whereby wwe mujt be ſaved, but 
the name of Jeſus, And it is a certain truth, 

He that believerh on the Son, hath everlaſting 
life; and he that belie veth not the Son, ſball not 
> 55 Yr vut the uae Y God ee en hin. — 


But 
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But I would fain hope it is rather the language 
of your heart, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? for 
now | ſee, God will take vengeance on all them 
who know not God, and obey not the goſpel of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by believing on him. Do 
J love God with all my heart? dol love the Sa- 
viour? for it is ſaid, F any man lowe not the 
Lord Jeſus, let him be accurſed — Am I born a- 
gain ? for elſe I cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven? And am [ a new creature? Alas, 1 
find J am a poor, blind, ignorant creature, who 
have no hope nor God in the world, —who know 
nothing as I ought.—Am I juſtified? am I ſanc- 
tified? and do J expect to be glorified? Alas, I 
find I have given no diligence to know what 
theſe things mean; I have ſpent my time in 
idleneſs and vanity, and am ignorant of the 
_ ſalvation, —If this be the language of your 
eart, it bodes well, and there is hope concern- 
ing you, But if, on the contrary, you ſtill 
ftand out, and refiſt the counſel of God againſt 
your own foul, and count all theſe as vain and 
empty words, wo is me for you; for it would 
ſeem, if that be the caſe, you are left to your- 
ſelf of God, and that your heart is harder than 
the nether millſtone.— But, be this as it will, re- 
member the day will come, when theſe ſhall ap- 

pear to be the truths of God. | 
Il would yet fain hope goed things concerning 
you.—Do you ſee you are an undone ſinner in 
yourſelf ? do you ſee your neceflity of havipg an 
intereit in jelus Chriſt ? do you ſee that as long as 
you have not an in tereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, fo long 
N you 
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| you continue an enemy to that God 3» whom 
you live, move, and have your being Do you. 


6nd any deſires aſter Jeſus ? and are you ſaying 
in your heart, Have mercy on me, O thou Son of 
David? It fo, I bring you glad news, —yea, 
glad tidings of great joy, even peace on earth, 
and good will toavards men. Bebeld, now is the 


accepted time; behold, noxv is the day of ſalua- 
tion. Let then the language of your heart be, 


5 „„ the Lord while he is to be found, I 
ill call upon his name while he is near. O then, 
know that God is now near; for in the goſpel 


he proclaims himſelf to be. the Lerd God mer- 


ciful and gracious, flow to anger, abundant in 
goodneſs and truth ; yea, he waits to be gr: acts 
ous, and is plentecus in mercy: for God has 
ſworn, as he liveth, he has no pleaſure in the 
death of finners, but rather that they ſhould re- 
turn and live. If (faith God) the wicked aii 
turn from all his ins that he hath committed, and 

keep all my ſtatutes, and do that which is laav- 
ful and right, he fhall ſurely live, he ſhall mot 
die. — All his trauſgreſſions that he hath committed, 
they ſhall not be mentioned unto him, And, This i; 
his commandment, that aue foould es on the 


rame of bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, and love one aA : 


9 Vou ſee then what encouragement you 
have to come, and what reaſon to fear your no 
coming: for, if you complain you are a lo 
ſinner in yourſelf, behola, Jeſus came to ſe 4 
end to ſave them that were leſt. He ſacish © 
| God's offended juſtice, by ſhedding his press 


cus blood upon the croſs, for all thoſe te: 
ſhohat 
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ſhould come unte God by him; and he has pro- 
miſed, who cannot lie, that he avill in now)/e caft 
out any that come unto him. — He has purchaſed 
by his blood a great ſalvation—ſalvationfrom hell 

and wrath; falvation from ſin, both the dominion 
and guilt of it, This precions blood has alſo 


purchaſed eternal life for all believers ; and 70 


m 4whom elſe can you go ? for with him are the 
arords of eternal life, I would therefore adviſe 


you to come by faith to the croſs of Chriſt ; and 
confeſs all your fins before God, caſting them 


all upon Jefus, 2who has borne our iniquities, and 
 avith whoſe ſtripes we are healed ; and ſee God's 
juſtice fatisfied for them, and ſo waſh m the - 


blood of Chriſt, which cleanfeth from all fin. 


Then, rheugh your fins be as: ſearlet, they ſhall 
Be avhite as ſnow ; though they be red like crimfon, 
they Hall be as wid. Alto, plead in the name of 


Jefas, that all the bleſſings of the new covenant 
may be made over to you ; and neglect not to 
plead with God, for his Holy Spirit, to con- 


vince you of fin, to enlighten your mind in the 


knowledge of the way of ſalvation, to comfort. 


you, to lead you into all truth, and quicken you. 
And, dear brother, be reſtleſs till you can fay, 
My Maker is my huſband (the Lord of hoſts is his 
name), my Redeemer, the holy One of Hrael, the 
God of the whole earth ſhall he be called. — Then 
would God make an everlaſting covenant with 


you, that he would not turn away from you to do 
cu good; but he would pat his fear in your heart, 


that you fhuuld not depart from him. — Vea, the 
Lord would rej:ice ver you to do you goed, and 


he 


* 1 
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he BR become your God, and you would 
become his child. You would then become a 


heir of God, and a joint heir with Cbriſt.— 
Then would ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable an d 
full of glory, and triumphantly ſay, Vo hall | 


lay any thing to the charge of God's ele? It 7s 
God who juſtifieth, auho is he that condemneth ? 
It is Chrift that died, yea, ratber that is riſen a- 


gain. — Then would you ſee the vanity of all 
earthly enjoyments without God, and wonder 


to ſee men ſo much taken up about vanity; and 


vou ſhould go on your way rejoicing, yea, ſhould 
| have that joy which the world knoweth nothing 


, and which a ſtranger cannot intermedale 
avith, O can you think of ſuch a great re- 
demption, and ſuch a great falverion, and not 
be concerned to be a partaker thereof? Can you 


think of the mercy of God, when he came to - 


Adam after the fall, and, inſtead of immediate- 
ly caſting the rebel with all his poſterity into hell, 
gave that gracious promiſe of ſending his own 


Son, The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſer- 


pent's bead; I lay, can you think of God's thus - 


not ſoaring: his own Son, and not cry out, — 
What manner of leve is this Can you think of 


the bleſſed Redeemer, the ſecond perſon of the 


ever-bleſled Trinity, equal with God, the ſame 
in ſubſtance, power, and glory, who came from 
the boſom of the Father, an 2 not on him the 
nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham ; and 
will you not cry out, — hat is man, that Ged is 

thus mindful of him ? S 
[7 Sel you think of the i incarnation of the Son 
. 0 
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of God, his being conceived by the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin Mary; 
Can you think of his becoming à man of /or- 
rows and acquainted ith grief, of his being 
tempted in the wilderneſs, and bearing the con- 
tradiction of ſinners, of his agony in the gar- 
den, his being brought before the judgement- 
ſeat of Pilate, and t':zre condemned to the 1g- 
nominious and cruel death of the croſs ?' Can 
you think upon his going to mount Calvary, and 
there ſee the Son of God crucified, and ſhe d- 
ding his precious blood for the remiſſion of the 
ſins of many, and crying out in the bitterneſs 
of his ſoul, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me? And can you conſider him ſuffer- 
ing all theſe things for ſinners, and not cry out, 
— Behold how be lowed us! — If this doth not 
make your heart melt, what will do it? Will 
you think of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt be- 
ing all employed in this great work of man's 
redemption, and of the invitations made to ſin- 
ners by Jeſus Chriſt, and the threatenings againſt 
ſuch as reject the Saviour, and notwithſtanding 
continue to ſay to Chriſt, I quill not have this 
man to reign over me ? If you will not have this 
King to reign over you, what are the reaſons of 
your rebellion ? Do you think him a hard ma- 
ſter ? No, he is not; he is the beſt of maſters, 
and his ſervice is liberty; and, if we truly : 
ſerve him, has he not laid up a great reward for 
us? Yea, eye hath not ſeen, ear bath not heard, | 
neither has it once entered into the heart of man to ; 
conceive what God has laid ub for them that love | 


, 


1 
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bim,—Is it the fear of perſecution, or of ridi- 
cule and reproach from man, that hinders you 
from liſting under Chriſt's banner? O why 
ſhould that be a reaſon ? Fear not them who can 
kill the body, and are not able 10 kill the foul; © 
but fear him who is able to deſtroy both ſoul and 
body in hell. Who art thou, that thou ſhouldſt 

| be afraid of a man that ſhall die, and of the ſin 
of man that ſhall be as graſs, and forgetteſ? the © 
Lord thy Maker, that hath firetched forth the hea . 
vens, and laid the foundations of the earth? Fear 
not then the reproach of men, neither be afraid of 
their revilings. O dear brother, be not laogh- 
ed out of your ſoul, but refolve, with the a- 
poſtle Paul, that you ſhall never he a/hamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the 2 of God unto 
alwvation to every one tha! believeth. And re- 
member theſe warnings of the wiſe man, Prov. 
xiii. 32. He that refujeth inſtruction, deſpiſerb his 
own ſoul; but he that heareth repro:f, gettethß 
Nl wnder/ſtanding. Prov. xn. 10. Correction is 
grievous unto him that forſaketh the way, and he 
that hateth reproef fhail die. Prov. viii. 17. © 
owe them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me 
early ſhall find ne. Alſo keep in your mind 
what Chritt ſays in Prov. viii. chap. from ver. 
32. Therefore hearken unto me, O children; for 
blefjed are they that keep my ways. Hear inſiruce 9 
tion, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. — Blaſſed ie 
the man that heareth me, watching daily at my 
gates, waiting at the paſts of my doors. — For who- 
Jo feudeth me, Fete life, and ſhall obtain favour 
of the Lord: but he that finneth againſt me wwroeng- 


n 
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eth his own ſoul; all they that hate me, love death, 
Is it the love of {in that hinders you from 
embracing the Saviour, who ſtands, avith open 
arms, to receive'you ? Indeed, that will effec- 
tually ſeparate between God and your ſoul; for 
you cannot ſerve God and fin. IF you love the 
one, you muſt hate the other. The love of Chriſt, 
and the love of fin at the ſame time, is quite in- 

_ conſiſtent : and therefore I muſt tell you, if you 
expect heaven and glory, you mult do violence 
to all your evil inclinations; you mult accept 

of Chriſt on any terms, and give up with every 
known ſin, and be willing out of love to keep 
his commandments.— But if you propoſe ſtill to 
keep in your heart any known luſt, you are the 

| ſervant of it; for his ſervant you are whom you 
obey : and, if you obey fin, you are a ſlave to 
Satan. And O how can you think of ſerving 

ſuch a maſter, and rebel againſt the God, that 

made you ? and how do you expect Satan will 
reward you at the end? Know you not, that 2e 
ewapes of fin is death, even eternal death? 
But behold what is far better, The gift of: God 
is eternal life. Therefore now, as in the fight 
of God, I wake knowa to you his offer of eter- 
nal life Whether will you have God or Sa- 
tan to be your malter ? Chu/e this day whom you 
will ſerve, for one of them you muſt ſerve. 

— Behold, a bleſſing and a curſe is ſet before 

YOU — Chriſt ſays, F any man thirſt, let bim 
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come; and wwhoſoever will, let him come, and 


diu of the waters of life freely. Aſi, and 


ye [call receive; feet, and ye ſhall find; knock, 
| | = . 


LET ET a S a 
and a door ſhall be opened unto you, even the 
door-of mercy ; for he waits to be gracious, and 
ſays, Ye avill not come unto me, that ye might 

have life;—O then, my dear brother, I beſeech 
you be reconciled unto God, and lay hold on eter- 
nal life : this you ſhall never rue; for, in fo do- 
ing, power ſhall be given you to become one of the 
children of God; God will be your God, and you. 
fall become his child; yea, and he will never, 
never, never leave thee, nor for/ake thee. | 
My dear brother, I ſhall now endeavour to 
give you ſome few advices.—Keep upon your 
mind an awful ſenſe of eternity into which you 
are ſoon to enter, and of God's all-ſeeing eye 
being upon you. Let theſe conſiderations, on 
the one hand, deter you from doing any thing 
that may bring eternal ruin upon your ſoul, or 
that may offend the holy God with whom you 
have to do ;—and on the other, ſtir you up to a 
diligent uſe of all thoſe means God has appoint- 
ed for the ſalvation of ſinners : for, as ever 
you would expect to go to heaven, you muſt 
ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate. You muſt 
endeavour to do all things to the glory of God. 
When you find anger ſtir in your breaſt, re- 
member we are commanded to love our neigh- 
bour as ourſelf; and think upon what is ſaid in 
1 John iii. 15. Wheſcever hateth his brother, is @ 
murderer ; and you know that no murderer hath e- 
ternal life abiding in him. — When you find any“ 
other evil paſſion, or any inclination to ſin, be- 
ginning to ſtir; look to the wounds of a dying 
Saviour, and ſee what an evil and a bitter thing 
{in is, which brought the Son of Ged to the 
5 Cereoſs; 
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croſs ; and reſolve in the ſtrength of the Lord, 

not to ſtab. him by ſin any more. When you 
find you omit duties, upbraid yourſelf, and ſtir 
up all that is in you to ſeek the Lord. Neglect 

not to pray often, az leaſt every morning and e- 

vening : wreſtle with God, like Jacob, and 

give him no reſt till he give you his Holy Spi- 
rit, which he has promiſed to them that aſk it. 

Prayer at firſt will perhaps be a taſk, but af- 

' terwards you will find thoſe your happieſt hours 
'you ſpend in converſing with God, ——<—An- 
other advice I give you, (and I beg you will 
not forget it), is, to /earch the ſcriptures, for in 
them are the auords of eternal life; and our Sa- 
viour ſays, They are they which teſtify of me. 

—i hope you are by this time willing to 

| yield yourſelf to the Lord; and therefore I 
would have you not only with your mouth, but 
with your heart, pray, O moſt gracious and 
* merciful Lord God Almighty, awho art from 
„ everlaſting to everlaſting God, a holy God, of © 
* purer eyes than to behold iniquily, and that 

Cannot look upon ſin without the greateſt de- 
« teftation and abhorrence ; I, who am a poor 
% unworthy ſinner, deſire to tałe thy holy name 
in my polluted lips, and confeſs before thee that 
«© Tama blind, ignorant, ſinful creature, who 

4 have neglected the great ſalvation, and given 

3B e no obedience to thy great command of be- 

« lieving on thy well-beloved Son, O Lord, 
« for this (1 confeis) thou mightſt juſtly have 

'*£ conſumed me; but grant, I befeech thee, for 
5 the lake ©: ty beloved Son, that now T my 

| | OT OSS 66 be 
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ce be ſtirred up to a hearty concern about the 
« eternal welfare of my ſoul.— O thou hearer 
of prayer, who haſt promiſed thy Holy Spirit 
& unto them that aſſ it, give me thy Spirit, to 
© convince me of my ſin and miſery by nature, 
to enlighten my mind in the knowledge of 
s the truth as it is in Jeſus. O do thou make 
% me willing to accept of Chriſt as my Prophet, 
to enlighten my mind; as my High Prieſt, to 
„ atone for my ſins; as a King, to reign over 
„ me, and bring all my corruptions and ſpi- 
ce ritual enemies under ſubjection, that ſo fin 
and Satan may not have. dominion over me, 
«© Now, O Lord, I deſire to yield myſelf unto _ 
«© thee, both foul and body, for ever: I defire 
that henceforth all the faculties of my ſoul, 
and members of my body, may be employed 
in thy ſervice; and though other lords befides 
 &. thee have had dominion over me, yet now will 
, make mention of thy name only. O may the 
« language of my heart now be, What haws I 
more to do with idols? O may I now ſay, De- 
« part from me, ye finners, for I will keep the 
«commandments of my God] Now, O God, un- 
« to thee I commit my ſoul.— Never leave nor 
« forſake me, but hear me for the ſake of Je- 
„ ſus Chriſt; to whom, with thee, O Father, 
and Holy Spirit, be all praiſe, honour, and 
„e, Rn.” " 
Now, my dear brother, I commit you unto 
the grace of God. And O may the Lord have 
mercy upon you, and rran/late you from the 
power of Satan to the kingdom of his dear Son! 
. or | may 
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may he fill you with his Holy Spirit, and lead 


you in the way everlaſting ! which God grant, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 

Now, my dear, you ſee I have wrote a long 
letter to you; and J hope it ſhall not all be as 


water ſpilt upon the ground, hy dan as I have 
had ſome freedom in praying for you, and alſo 
in writing to you. And I expect you will read 


it over carefully more than once; and 1 deſire 
you will keep it ſecret, at leaſt from thoſe who 
make a mock of religion. I am, 


Dear brother, 7 
Tour brother, and one whoſe heart's 


defire is that you may be ſaved in 
the day 27 the Lord. 


| Edin. March 29. 
1743. 


P. 8. There's one ſcripture I defire you will 


keep always in your mind, which 1s, This is my 


beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed; hear 
ye him. From which I would have you obſerve, 


1/7, That here is a command given. 


24ly, That the command comes from God 


the Father. 
34ly, That the "REST is to believe in Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and to accept of him on the terms 


of the goſpel. 
4thly, That, by diſobedience to this com- 
mand, we become enemies to God, and bring 


unſpeakable and eternal deſtruction upon our 


ſouls, | | e  Sthiys 
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421% That, by lence. we become friends 
of God and heirs of the kingdom. | 


--And-now l ep with Heb: ij 25. See 


that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh e fer if they 


did not eſcape who refuſed to hear him that ſpake 


on earth, much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we 


turn away from him that . from bea 
DVen. 
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DISCOURSE 
ON THE we 


F RST TER L M. 


« i HE vols of Pſalms i is a part of that reve- 
lation God has been pleaſed, out of his 
infinite love and compaſſion, to give to the chil- 
dren of men; which is very evident, if we con- 
ider, that it is frequently. cited in the New Te- 
ſtament as the word of God, and that our Lord 
himſelf, by aſking the queſtion, Matth. xxii. 43. 
Hew then doth David in ſpirit call him Lord? 
puts it paſt all doubt, that the Pſalms were com- 
_ poſed by men moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Time will not now allow me to mention the 
different perſons who are ſaid to have been pen- 
men of theſe Pſalms, All agree, that many, if 
not moſt of them, were written by David king 
of Iſrael ; for which reaſon he is called the ſweet 
pfalmiſt of Iſrael, and ſays of himſelf, The Spi- 
rit of the Lord ſpake by me, and his word was in 
my tongue, 2 Sam. xxiii. I. 2. 
In this book we have a more full and diſtinct 
diſcovery of the truths of religion than any where 
elſe id the Old Teſtament, = we have clear. 
5 ſet forth a —_ of perſons in the Godhead 
(Pal. 


— 


ruption of his whole nature (Pſal. xiv. through- 


out, & li. 5.), the remedy God has provided, 


the perſon and offices of our Redeemer, the ſuf- 


ferings he muſt undergo,and the glory that ſhould - 


follow (Pfal. ii. xxii. xlv. Ixviii. Ixix. Ixxit. 
Ixxxix. cii. cx. cxviii.), and thoſe rewards and 


puniſhments which await us hereafter, — 


as we embrace or reject the offers of grace (Pſa 


ii. 12. vii. 12. 13. ix. 17. xi. 6. xvi. 11. xvii. 
15. Kc.) . Since then theſe and many other ex- 
cellent truths, which could not have been known 


by nature's light, are to be found here; are not 
theſe Plalms more worthy of our ſtudy than the 


moſt eſteemed Heathen poems? moſt of which 


are filled with vain and idle fables, while the 
beſt of them are utterly inſufficient. to anſwer the 
glorious ends of leading men to conformity to 
God, and the enjoyment of eternal happineſs. 

Further, there is no portion of holy writ that 
has afforded more comfort and direction to the 
people of God: there is ſcarce a temptation a 
Chriſtian can be aſſaulted with, or a difficulty he 


can be expoſed to, which 1s not deſcribed in this. 
_ treaſure of experimental religion. Here too a 


way is pointed out wherein the Chriſtian may 
walk ſecurely amidſt all the dangers with which 
he is encompaſſed, and directions are given him 
how to obtain a victory over all his ſpiritual e- 


nemies, how formidable ſoever they may appear. | 


'Tis the generally-received opinion, that Ezra, 
after the return of the Jews from the Babyloniſh 
| 1 4 | captivity, 
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(Pfal. xxxiii. 6. ex. 1. 5. li. 10. 11. xlv. 6. 7.), 
the doctrine of man's original fin, and the cor- 
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captivity, collected theſe Pſalms into one volume. 


But, whoever did it, they ſeem very judiciouſly 
to have placed this at the beginning, as it may 
fitly enough ſerve for an introduction to the reſt : 


For from it may be drawn a warm exhortation 


to all diligently to ſtudy the word of God ; to 


the wicked, to forſake thoſe paths which lead to 


deſtruction ; and to Chriſtians, torejoice in that 
God through whoſe grace they are entitied to 
ſuch precious privileges: thefe being the views 


for which the different characters of the righ- 


teous and tle wicked, with the bleſſedneſs of 


the one and miſery of the other, are here defcri- 
bed. But I proceed to explain the verſes as they 
lie in order, $7. : 85 | 


The inſpirod pſalmiſt begins delightfully, as 


in our tranſlation, Bleſſed is the man. Vet the 


expreſſion in the original is ſtill more emphatical, 


O the blefſedneſſes of the man! 1. e. How many 
and how great are they! And indeed they are 
ſuch as eye hath net ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath 

it entered into the heart of man to conceive; 


though, bleſſed be God, they are in fome meaſure 


revealed to us by his Spirit. And, from what is 
revealed, have we not the higheſt cauſe for ſuch a a 
. devout exclamation as that of the pſalmiſt, Pfal. 


XXX1. 19. O how great is thy goodneſs, æuhich thou 


haſt laid up for them that fear thee ; which thou 


haſt wrought for them that truſt in thee, before 


. the ſons of men! O the bleſſedneſſis of the 
man, He need not ſay with Eſav, Gen. 
XXVIi. 38. Hat ibeu but one bhefſing, my father ? 


For 
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For many bleſſings, the greateſt bleſſings, yea all 
bleſſings, are his portion. The Lord God is his 


San and his ſhield; he will give grace and glory; 
and no good thing will he wwith-hold. Seeming 


bleſſings may be denied, but not real ones; God 
Hall be his God for ever and ever, and his guide 


e even unto death. Whatever the men of the world 


think of him, and whatever poverty, perſecu- 


tions, or reproaches he may here undergo, yet - 


bleſſed is he; for theſe, and all things, ſhall 
work together for his good; and his light afflic- 


tions, which are but for a moment, ſhall work 


for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight 


of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. He is bleſſed with all ſpi- 


ritual bleſſings, in heavenly places, in Chriſt qe- 
ſus. Here he enjoys bleſſings infinitely ſuperior 
to the moſt exquiſite ſenſual delights: yet theſe 
are but foretaſtes of what are reſerved for him in 


his Father's houſe: ere long he ſhall be admit- | 
ted to thoſe manſions of bliſs Jeſus has gone to 


prepare for him ; and there he ſhall abide em-. 
ployed in ſinging praiſes to him that ſitteth on 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 
And what reaſon have we, though ſtill on the 


footſtool, for that delightful exerciie? Can we 
view the depravity of our natures, and the many 


blemiſhes of our lives, can we reflect on the evil 
and demerit of ſin, and the holineſs and juſtice 
of that God whom we have ſo often offended, 
and yet not be filled with wonder and thankful- 


neſs, that bleſſedneſs ſhould be attainable by a- 


ny of Adam's race? What. aſtoniſhment, what 


joy, what love and gratitude to him who hath 


O 1 purchaſed 
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purchaſed for us every bleſſing, ſhould this raiſe : 
in our breaſt ? And how ſhould it excite in us a 

holy jealouſy, left, while others are aſpiring af- 

ter and attaining this bliſs, we through ſloth and 
negligence ſhould fall ſhort of it? 

5 * on whom is this bleſſedneſs to be beſtow- 

ed? or who are the happy perſons intereſted 

therein? Cometh this bleſſedneſs on all men 

Vuithout diſtinction? No, ſurely: not on the un- 

godly profane ſinner; not on every one who 

ſaith, Lord, Lord, who abſtains from groſs ſins, 

Who attends public ordinances, nay, who keeps 

up a form of praying in ſecret, and reading his 

Bible. Theſe things are all good in themſelves, 

but inſufficient to e idence us entitled to this 

bleſſedneſs. A man may perform them all, and 

| yet, with the fooliſh virgins, only have a lamp 

4 of profeſſion, and want the oil of grace. Who 

j then is the happy perſon poſſeſſed of ſuch un- 

x ſ- cakable bleſſedneſs ? Why, we have him de- 

 1cTibed in what follows. e | 


He wwalketh not in the counſel of the ungodly.] 
The ungodly are properly thoſe who are unlike 
| God, who have not the image of God ſtamped 
upon their ſouls. who have not complied: with 
God's method of ſalvation, nor felt the trans- 
forming influences of his Spirit : but whoſe car- 
nal minds are enmity againſt God, ſo that they are 
not ſubje to the law of God, nor indeed can be; 
being deſtitute of that love to God, without 
which no obedience can be acceptable. | 
The counſel of the ungodly is to gratify their 
| | own 
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own luſts and paſſions, however contrary to the 
will of God; to acquire to themſelves the plea- 
ſures, riches, and honours of this world, even 
though to compaſs them they ſhould forfeit the 
favour of God, and violate the plaineft precepts 
of his law; or arrogantly to ſet up for their own 
faviours, not ſubmitting themſelves to the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriit, but rejecting the counſel of 
God againſt their own ſouls. 
 _ Bleſſed is the man wvho walketh nad in the comm 
' fel of the ungodly. Who is not delighted with 
their company and converſation, and who acts 
from other principles and for other ends than 
they do; who is not conformed to this world: 
who will not ſuffer himſelf to be deterred from 
duty, becauſe this or the other friend will ac- 
count him mad for obſerving it; who makes the 
law of God, and not the notions of men, the rule 
of his conduct; who lives as apilgrim and ſtran- 
ger on earth, looking for a better country, that 
is, an heavenly, Such @ one, though he may 
feel decays of his ſpiritual life, though much 
hankering after the things of this world, and 
much ſelf-righteouſneſs may remain in his heart; 
yet, having e a principle of grace im planted there 
by the Holy Spirit, he ſhall be enabled in ſome 
meaſure to crucify the old man with his affec- 
tions and luſts: and when ar any time, through 
infirmity, or by the force of temptation, he ſteps 
aſide from the path of his duty, yet he will not 
go on in a courſe of iin ; but though as a ſheep 
he went aſtray, he ſhall return to the Shepherd and 
Biſhop of ſouls, With Job, chap. xxi. 16. he 

1 A 
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may ſay, The counſel of the wicked is far from 
me. He deteſts their maxims, and, except when 

called in providence, avoids their company; 
knowing that evil communications corrupt good 
manner), and that a companion of fools ſhall be 
deſtroyed. © 8 5 „% 


Ner flandeth in the away of finners.] Though, 
as was ſaid before, he may ſtep aſide into their 
forbidden paths, yet he will not, like them, re- 
ſolutely perſiſt in a courſe of fin, yielding entire 
obedience to his unruly appetites, caſting God's 
precepts behind his back, and hardening himſelf 
in a way that is not good. While he is in the 
company of finners, and a partaker of their fins, 
he will find he is out of his element; his conſci- 
ence will not ceaſe to be a reprover to him; and, 
with ſhame and confuſion of face, he will reflect 
on his ingratitude to his heavenly Father, and, 
confeſſing his offence, humbly plead, through 
the merits of Jeſus, for pardoning mercy and 
a e g grace. Sin Hall not have domi nion over 
him, for be is not under the law, but under grace, 
Rom. vi. 14. Lay not then wait, O wiched man, 
aàgainſt the davelling of the righteous, ſpoil not his 
reſting-place : for a juſt man falleth jeven times, 
and rijeth again; but the wicked ſoall fall inta 
 miſchicf,, Prov. xxiv. 15. 16, | 


We come now to the laft branch of the nega- 
tive part of the bleſſed man's character.  - 
He fiiteth rot inthe ſcat of the ſcornful.] Scorn- 
ers are ſuch, who, being puffed up with their 
| 5 5 wealth 
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wealth and honours, their ſtrength and beauty, 
their wit and eloquence, their prudence, cou- 
rage, and other natural endowments, ſcorn and 

deſpiſe the reſt of mankind, and treat thoſe they 
reckon their inferiors with inſolence and diſdain. 


Their pride compaſſeth them about as a chain; vi- 


olence covereth them as a garment. —T hey fat their 


mouth againſt the heavens : and their tongue walk- _ 


erb through the earth, Pal, Ixxin. 6.—9. They 
draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and fin as it 
were with a cart rope, I. iv 18, The enmity 
of their hearts againſt God riſeth to ſuch a height, 
that they cannot bear to ſee his image on any of 
his creatures : they de 
the children of the 


olt High. They employ 


themſelves, with ardent zeal and unwearied di- 


ligence, to promote the intereſts of Satan's king» 
dom, and the ruin of fouls, They enter not inta 
the kingdom of heaven themſelves, and them that 


are entering in they binder, Luke xi. 52. The 


condition of ſuch is miſerable; and unleſs God 
wonde:fully magnify the riches of his grace, by 

ulling them as brands out of the fire, they mult 
inevitably periſh, 


The pots of ſuch are not tbe ſpots of God's chil= 1 : 
| dren. Theſe are depths of Satan, which they | th þ V8 
have not known ; only evil men, and ſeducers, 


ail be ſuffered thus to wax wor/e and worſe, 
"i T; im. Ut, 13. 


lace ard preſumptive? > his ferd remainerhᷣ in 


, 
. 
- 8 —— * — 
7 = 6 —— — e — COR — „* bY 
. * 9s 35A wo” - 9 — — = 22 — 22 — f 
. 1 . I $4 1 BID zaum N n 8 — 2 
PE arg" Fe — RT * <>» 08,» — . 2 * — — 
* N 0 < K . 5 FS — 2— « — — 23 8 
n . a Rd. © CR BESS — 
8 5 2 3 N . Feed — <4 — — 25 > g r Ser 
* 2 ="? p — — — — * * 1 
: — — — 
> —" 3 + 1 = 
7 2 * — = - —_— 
l * 
—ꝓ— — == 
— = -.- en” 


iſe, mock, and reproach 


n n — . 1 . 
— na "$. — N _ = 5 Wt nn ** . 1 2 Do 4 wt Za. OO TIE _- 

"=P: a EI VE 4 - 
— * 


Though ſomething of natural 
enmity remains 1a the heart of the Fine, yet the 

ower of it is broken; and who/cever is born of 
God, doth not commit fin with ſuch daring inſo- 


him ; 4 
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him ; and he cannot 2 Ju, becauſe bei is 3 of God. 
Though his graces may ſeem at a low ebb, and 
unbelieving doubts and jealouſies (not only con- 
cerning his own ſtate, but even concerning the 


truth of religion in general) may receive from 
him too favourable an entertainment; yet he 


will not dare to mock at piety, and jeer and in- 
ſult the people of God: his doubts about reli- 


gion, inſtead of being matter of triumph to him, 
will occaſion in him the moſt unfeigned concern. 


Ss: 2. But his delig It is in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law 4000 he meditate day and 
night.) By the law of God we may here under- 
ftand, not only his commandments, but the 


whole of that revelation he has been pleaſed to 


grant us. In this, and every part of it, the 
bleſſed man delights. He loves God's command- 

ments above gold, yea alone fine gold. He efteens 
all his precepts concern? ng all things to be right, 
and hates every falje woy, Pſal. cxix. 127. 128. 
A formaliſt may, from fear of hell, abſtain from 
outward groſs ſins, and de many of be things 


contained in the law; but ſuch an unnatural, 


conſtrained obedience muſt needs be defective- 
Tis otherwiſe with the bleſſed man: He bas a 
rejpedt to all God's commandments : he bears thein 
all an inward veneration and regard. The laau 
of his God is in his heart, none of bis fteps fnalt 
Jide, Pal. xxxvii. 31. He runs in the ways of 
true religion with joy and enlargement of heart, 
and can atteſt it from his experience, that wwz/- 
dom's Ways are Ways 4 ain 7, and all ath 
5 | x "wu 4 
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paths peace. It is now the language of his ſoul, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me toda? . 
He delights likewiſe in the divine promiſes, _ 
as powerful encouragements to obedience, as 
glorious manifeſtations of divine grace, and as 
the foundation of his hopes, and ſecurity of his 
| bleſſedneſs. Theſe exceeding great and precious 
promiſes are his ſong in the houſe of his pilgri- 
mage. With joy he draws water out of theſe 
 awells of ſalvation, He longs for them more 
earneſtly than David did for the waters of the 
well of Bethlehem: nor does he loath and diſre- 
liſh them, even after the largeſt draughts; but 
ſtill cries out, Lord, evermore give me to drink. 
Where theſe are the breathings of the ſoul, it 
is indeed partaker of a divine nature, and has ex- 
perienced a ſaving change. The carnal mind is 
enmity againſt God; it is not ſubject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be. To delight then in 
the law of God is a diſtinguiſhing mark of his 
children, of ſuch as are reconciled to him, of 
ſuch as have been made willing in a day of his 
power. For, if we approve the law of God in 
its ſpiritual extent, if we delight in it after the 
inward man, we mult love God himſelf the glo- 
rious Lawgiver ; and, if we love him, 1t is be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us. He whole delight 1s 


thus placed, is changed from darkneſs to light; (lM 


he has obtained new eyes to behold h wwonders 

God's law, and to diſcern a beauty and glory 
in the ways of holineſs: he has received that 
faith which purifieth the heart, and diſcovers its 
ſincerity by a chearful obedience. | 


His 


166 A DISCOURSE on Taz 
Eis delight is in the law of the Lord. And 


where elſe ſhould it be? Indeed this world affords. 


little worth the delighting in; its moſt exqui- 
ſite pleaſures will never repay the pains we are 


at to acquire them: we may be fond of them 


before a trial, but, when once we are alittle ac- 
cuſtomed to them, they loſe their reliſh; nay, 


_ + what is worſe, though ſweet in the mouth, they 


prove bitter in the belly. But the delight a. 
ſaint derives from the word of God, is more 
noble and laſting: it is pure and holy, like the 
ſtream from which it flows: the world can nei- 
ther give it, nor take it away. That hidden 
manna will never loſe its ſweetneſs, but, let us 
taſte it ever ſo often, will always afford us freſh | 
delights. | 

And in his law doth he meditate day and * 


Conſcious of his own ignorance and readineſs 


to miſtake, he ſearches the ſcriptures diligently, 
that he may acquire further acquaintance with 
the myſteries of the kingdom, and be taught the 
way of God more perfectly. Whatever doubts 


ariſe in his mind, he brings them 70 the law and 


40 the teſtimony. Theſe, and not the dictates of his 


on imagination, he makes the rule of his faich 


and life: he never appeals from the deciſions of 


| ble ſacred oracles, though he may be at a loſs. 


for the reaſons on which they are founded ; but, 


receiving the kingdom of heaven as a little 


child, he can join in the pſalmiſt's triumph, 
Plal. cxix. 99. I have more underſtanding than 
all my teaches, for thy teſtimonies are my medita- 


lion. Senſible chat he knows nothing by ot | 
| elf 
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va as he ought to know, he has recourſe to this 
inexhauſtible treaſure of wiſdom and know- 
I: dge, which, under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, is ſuffic cient to reſolve all his perplexi- 
ties, and direct him in every circumſtance of 
Ms 
It is added, day and noob. lle is not reli- 
gious by ts and ſtarts, when an awakened con- 
| ſcience conſtrains him, or when he is hearing a 
pathetic diſcourſe ; but perſeveres in the ways of 
holineſs, and holds Saft the prefeion of his faith 
col / Hout wwavering. His devotion is not confi- 
ned to a corner of the day: he not only meditates 
on God's word in his ſolemn ſtated hours of re- 
tirement; but thinks on it with delight, à 
be feteth in his houſe, when he walketh by tbe 
way, when he lieth down, and when he riſeth up. 
While nor forbful in bujineſs, he is fervent in 
Hiri, ſerving the Lord. And, while his hands 
are providing ſuſtenance for his frait body, his 
foul is mounting upwards to regale itſelf with 
the bread of life. The time that others throw 
away in idle amuſements, which only tend to 
near off ſerious impreſſions, he wiſely redeems. 
to fx them deeper; and thus, - beho/ding as in a 
£/aſs the glery of the Lord, he is changed into the 
Jeme image, from glory to glory, 2 Cor, i 18 
Ibis is the character of the man whom the Spi- 
rit of the Lord calls bleſſed. And ſurely we 
may conclude as we began, O the blefſedneſes of 
the man ! Bleſſed ſhall he be in the city, and 
bleſſed (hall he be in che field. Bleſſed ſhall be 
his baſket, and bleſſed ſhall be his Core. = 
: | | * 
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| ſed ſhall he be when he goeth out, and bleſſed 


ſhall he be when he cometh in. Bleſſed in time, 


and bleſſed through eternity. Gooane/s and mer- 


cy ſhall follow him ali the days of his life, and 


: be Hall 2 in the houſe of the Leg Fr ever. 


L We now come to the e 
zd verſe, He /hall be like a tree 1 44 


It ſeems probable that it is the palm tree to 
which the godly man is here compared, as that 
tree loves a watery ſoil, bears fruit thrice in the 
year, and does not, ke other trees, caſt its 
leaves. And thus this paſſage may be illuſtra- 
ted by Pſal. xcii. 12.13. 14. The righteous ſball 
flouriſh lite the palm-tree ; he ſhall grow like a 
cedar in Lebanon. Thoje that be planted in the 
houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts of 
our God, They ſhall bring forth fruit in old 


age; they Gall be fat and flouriſbing. 
He ſpall be like à tree planted: There is 


ſomething deſerves notice in the epithet, plant- 
ed, It ſeems to import, that religion does not 


naturally ſpring up out of our hearts, but that 


it is planted there by God. We are all origi- 
nally wild olive-trees; and till we are tranj- 
planted from the fiſt Adam, and ingrafted in 


Chriſt, we cannot bring forth good fruit. 


This therefore ſhould lead us to examine whe- 
ther a principle of ſpiritual life is planted in our 


hearts, and if we have been ingrafted into the 
glorious ſecond Adam; for, till we are planted 


in the houſe of the Lord, we can never fouri/h 


zn the courts of our God. And every plant which 
dur 


1! 


SS 2 5 o fo » hy mM 


ĩ· IAS TPS AL M. 169 


our heavenly Father hath not planted, ſhall be. 


. rooted out, Matth. xv. 13. _ | . 
He ſpall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
tvaters. What water does to the tree in cooling 
and refreſhing it, or in cauſing it to grow, that 
the ſcriptures, as accompanied with the influ- 
ences of the Spirit, do to his ſoul. This is the 
river, the ſtreams whereof" ſhall make glad the 
city of Gd; the holy place of the tabernacle of 
the Mot High, Pſal. xlvi. 4. a river that can ne- 
ver run dry, and which ſhall always preſerve and 
increaſe that ſpiritual life which God breathes 


into his people. Tis with theſe waters of the 


ſanctuary the Father has promiſed to ſprinkle his 
people, and cleanſe them from all their filthi- 
neſs, and from all their idols. For as the tree. 


grows and flouriſhes by being refreſhed with 
water in time of drought, ſo ſhall the rightecus 
advance to higher meaſures of grace by the in- 


fluences of the Holy Spirit, diicovering to them 
the mercy of their heavenly Father, ſhedding 


abroad the love of God in their hearts, filling 


them with peace and joy in bel eving, and ſo 
making their ſouls to magnify the Lord, and 


their /pir:its within them fo rgjorce in God their. 
Saviour. Thus the prophecy is accomplithed, 
Ezek. xlvii. 12, And by the river upon the bank 


, thereof, on this fide and on that frat, ſhall grow 
all trees for meat, whoje leaf ſhull not fade, 


neither ſhall the fruit thereof be conſumed: it 
| foall bring forth new fruit according to bis 
manthi, becauſe their waters they iſſued out of 
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170 A DIS COURS E ox The 
the 8 and the fruit thereof ſhall be for 


Meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine. 


8 hat bringeth forth his fruit in bis ee. 
He is not like the barren fig tree, which ha 


only leaves. Where-ever, by the influences of 


grace, ſpiritual life is preſerved and cheriſned in 


the ſoul; there will it diſcover itſelf by growth 


and increaſe, Where there is the root of grace, 


there will be alſo the fruits of righteouſneſs.” 


Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, Matth. 
vii. 17, Grace is not a barren inactive principle, 
but inclines people to work for God, Shew me 


(ſays James, chap. ii. 18.) hy faith without thy 
ae, and I awill ſpew thee my faith by my aworks, 


And indeed a faith without works is a dead, 


ood for nothing faith, Let us then examine 
what fruit we bear, and rhence judge what | 
condition we are in. Moav, the fruit of the Spi- 
rit is love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentlene/s, 


goodneſe, faith, meekne/s, ' temperance, Gal. v. 


22. 23. If we bear not theſe fruits, we have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt in us, and conſequently 


re none of his. The truly- -righteous man adas 


7 o his faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to Anbau- 


ledge temperance, to temperance patience, brother- 
ly tindne/5, and charity. *Fis the defire of his 


foul, that his light may / ſhine before men, 
that they ſeeing his good works may glorify. 
his heavenly Father. And indeed, whoever is 


anirgated with theſe graces, will 'be as a city 


ſer open a hah, wajch cannot be hid; and his 
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fruit will with pleaſure be obſerved by others, 
while perhaps he himſelf perceives it not. 

That bringeth forth fruit 12 his ſeaſon; i. e. 
fruit ſuitable to the different cireumſtances he is 
in, and the different opportunities of doing good, 
which God puts in his hand. In adverſity, the 
fruit of meekneſs, patience, and reſignation to 
the divine will; nay, ſometimes even of joy in 
tribaulation. In perplexities, reliance upon God 
for conduct and relief. In proſperity, humble- 
neſs of mind, thankfulneſs to God, and charity 


to man, Ke. 


1 leaf ath Hall not bit her. ] It is Aenne 
to the wicked, If, i 1. 20. E. ſhall be as an oak wheſ# 
leaf fadrth, and as + garden that hath no water. 
And how beautifully 01+ Job deſcribe the fading 
away of that catward ſhe and appearance he 
hypocrite for a time made, ana the diiappoint- 
ment of thoſe hopes he vainly entertained ? Job 
Vil. 11.— ! -, Can the ruſh grow up without 
pure , can the fa, grow without water ? NM. 571 
it is yet in his greenneſi, and nbt cu? down, it is 
thereth before any other herl. Yo ae the paths 
F all that forget God, 40 the hypocrite's hope 
ſhall periſh. Whrje lobe ſpall be cut , and 
avheJe truſt ſpall be a fpider's web. 4? ſpall 
lean upon hi; houſe, but it ſhall not fande be 
ſhall hold it faſt, but it ſhall not endure. But 
1uch witherings and decays ſhall not befal the 
godly man, It is not with him as the ſtony⸗ 
ground hearers, Matth. xvii. 6. ho, when the 
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ns was pp, were ſcorched, and, becauſe they 
had no root, withered away. The ſun may 
ſcorch him a little, but wither him it ſhall not, 
The Lerd is his keeper, the Lord 15' his Sade on 


his right hand. The Jun ſhall not ſmite him by 


day, nor the moon Ly night, Plal. exxi. 5.6. There 
Gall be a tabernacle for a ſhadow in the day-time 
From the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for 
& covert from ſtorm and from rain, Il. iv. 6. 


| The heat nor the ſun ſhall not ſmite them; for | 
he that hath mercy on them, ſhall lead them, even 
by the ſprings of water ſhall he guide them, If, 


xlix. 10. The ſpark of grace in him ſhall not be 
extinguiſhed by all the ſtorms of temptations 


and afflitions that beat againſt it, but ſhall at 
laſt, weak as it now appears, brighten into glo- 


ry: for he who hath begun a good work in 


them, will perform it until the day of Jeſus 


Chriſt. Horrid temptations may aſſault him, 


grievous perſecutions may riſe up againſt him, 
but they ſhall never drive him from his ſtedfaſt - 


neſs. No tribulation that ariſes on account of 


the word will offend him. He ſhall not be afraid 


of evil tidings; bis beart is fixed, truſting in 
Cod, Pſal, cxii. 7. It concerns us then to in- 


qnuire, if we feel the divine life thus breathing 


in us, and flanding firm, notwithſtanding the 

many ſtorms with which it is aſſaulted. 
And whatſcever he doth ſpall proſper. ] His 

heavenly Father hath ſaid, I will newer leave 


kingdom 


Jö³5 -m. ð ß œꝛ]yx Wy wr 1 a 2_A* 


thee, nor forſake thee, He hath ought firſt tbe 
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kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs ; | and | 


therefore all other things. neceliary ſhall be ad- 
ded unto bim. All things fhall work tocether 
for his good, even events which the world miſ- 
call unfortunate, Things may befal him /rem- 
_ ingly ſo adverſe, that others may be ready. to 
ak, Where now is thy God? and he bimfelf 3 in 


the bitterneſs of his ſoul may adopt the language 


of Jacob, All theſe things are againſt me; 
or that of Gideon, I the Lord be with us, why 
then is all this befallen us? Let theſe ſeeming | 


misfortunes, which thus diſcompoſe him, may 


be the neceſſary means of advancing his high fe 
temporal intereſts, as well as his ſpiritual Wes 


fare: and thus an incident, that had well-nigh _ 
overwhelmed him with torrow, fills him at My 


with thankfulneſs and delight. Juſt as Joſeph's 


being fold into Egypt, and thrown into priſon, | 


occaſioned his ow n promotion to the highelt dig- 
nities, and preſerved the lives of his father's 
| houſe. Proſperiy then ſhall attend him, even 
when it ſeems to fly from him. All his afflictions, 
temptations, reproaches, and perſecutions, all he 
brings forth, (ſo ſome render the expreſſion), 
his thoughts, his words, and his act ons, ſhall 
have a bleſſed iflue. He ſhall be bleſſed in his 


| iucreaſe, and bleſſed in the works of his band. 
And, it his cutward circumſtances are leſs afflu- 


ent than thoſe of ſome others, be enjoys a ſere- 
nity of which nothing external can bereave 


him; fo that he can fing with Habakkuk, chap, 


iii. 17. 18. Although the fig-tree foal! not Pleſſom, 


auinbe. Jer fruit de in the vines, the labour © 2 
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pleaſures ; though they may be 
purple and fine linen, and fare ſumptuouſſy eve- 


the olive Gall fail, and the fields ball wield in 1 
meat, the flock ſpall be cut 0 off from the fold, 
and there ſpall be no herd in the 14 alls : yet 

avill rejoice in the Lord, 1 will joy in the God of 


uy al varion. | 


| Ath verſe, The — are not h, 4 are like L 
the chaff which the wind driveth away. As 


their character and temper of mind is different 
from that of the ſaint, ſo they ſhall not ſhare in 


his bleſſedneſs; but all things ſhall tend to their 
ruin and confuſion. However fair and unblame- 
able their outward conduct may appear, howe- 
ver t! ey may ſeem to others the only happy per- 
ſons, and however they may deceive their own 
ſouls ; though they enjoy riches, honours, and 
clothed with 


ry day; yet ſtill they are ſtrangers to true happi- 5 
nes. They are deſtitute of ſpiritual life, they 
are unfit for every good work; and whatever 


they do, and where-ever they go, the curſe of 


God continually attends them. You may 2¹ 
day ſee the wicked in great power, ſpreading 
himſelf like a green bay-tree ; he next he may 


be ſo utterly conſumed, that not ſo much as his 


place can be found. Their attempts to root 
themſclves ſhall prove vain ; they ſhall be ſo far 
trom the ſtability of the righteous, that they 
ſnall be like rhe chaff, which the leaſt puff of 
wind bloweth away. As fire dewoureth the Nube 
ble, and the flame conſumeth the chaff, Jo their 
ro: . be as reit, and their em fail 
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go 10 as 1 duſt ; bank they hows en away the 
law of the Lord of hofts, and deſpiſed the word of 
the holy One of 1jrael, Iſ. v. 24. As in this lite 
they are driven up and down with their own. 
luſts and evil inclinations, one ſaying, Come, 
and they come; another, Go, and they go; 
another, Do this, and they do it; and are like 
the troubled ſea when it cannot reſt, whoſe wa- 
ters caſt up mire and dirt: ſo hereafter thoſe 
laſts, which now are their tempters, ſhall prove 
the ſource of their miſery and pain ; that being 
a chief part of the deſtruction with which they 
ſhall be puniſhed from the preſence of the Lord 
and the glory of his power. The Son of man 
will take his fan in his hand, and thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 
garner; but he will burn up the chaff with un- 
quenchable fire, Matth. iii. iz. They are un- 
ſlable as water, and therefore ſhall not prevail. 
They may at times have good inclinations, and 
good reſolutions: but no ſooner does the ſun a- 
riſe with burning heat, but it withers them like 
the graſs, ſo that their flower faileth, and the 
grace of their faſhion 'periſheth, James i, 
11. The root of grace was wanting, even tl 
when their appearance was moſt 'ſplendid and 
promiſing. They truſted in their own ftrength, 
and it failed them in the day of trial. Awful to 
ſuch ſelf confident perſons, but encouragingto the 
humble ſaint, are the words of Jeremiah, chap. 
- XVIL. 5. 6. 7, 8. which may ſerve as a paraphraſe 
on this verſe, Curſed be the man that truſteth in 
mau, and makerh fleſ? vis arm, and whoſe heart 
| ;  #eparteth 
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departeth from the Lerd. For be fgall be like 
the heath in the deſert, and ſhall not ſee when good 
cometh, but ſhell inhabit the parched places in the 
ewvilderneſs, in a ſalt land and not inhabited. Bleſſed 
is the man that truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe © 
| hope the Lord is. For he ſhall be as a tree 
planted by the waters, and that ſpreadeth out her 
roots by the river, and ſhall not fee when heat 
cometh ; but her leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not 
be careful in the year of diought, neither ſhall 
ceaſe from yielding fruit. 


— 


th verſe, Therefore the ungedly fall not 
tand in judgement.] Therefore, i. e. becauſe 
they are not ſo, have not the character of the 
righteous, are not wheat but chaff, and ſo, be- 
ing weighed in the balance, muſt be found 
wanting; not having the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
to entitle them to heaven, nor the graces of his 
Spirit to fit them for enjoying it. Therefore 
they ſhall not ſtand in judgement. When God 
requires their fouls at their hand, when he calls 
them to an account, and brings to light the 
hidden things of darknefs and diſhoneſty, when 
what was done in the ſecret chamber ſhall be 
proclaimed on the houſe-top; then their hopes 
will periſh, their former wickedneſs will be 
brought to their remembrance, their conſcienees 
will witneſs againſt them, God will pronqunee 
againſt them the awful ſentence, Depart from me, 
ye curſed ; and ſaints and angels will join in ac- 
knowledging the ſentence juſt. * 
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Nor fenners (i. e. obſtinate impenitent finners) 
in the congregation of the rigbteous.] Here the 
godly and wicked are mixed and blended toge- 
ther; the tares grow up with the wheat. The 
ungodly may be accounted by others, ay, they 
may account themſelves, the children of God. 


But as, in the harveſt, tares are gathered and 


burnt in the fire; ſo ſhall it be in the end of 
this world: The Son of man ſhall ſend forth his 


angels, and. they ſhall gather out of his kingdom 


all things that offend, and them which do inigui- 
ty; and ſhall caſt them into a furnace of fire, 
Matth. x111. 40. 41. 42. There ſhall then no 
more come into Z1on the uncircumciſed or un- 


clean, If. lii. 1. The maſk ſhall be pulled off 


from the hypocrite, and the gates of heaven for 


over ſhut againſt him. The ſheep will Chriſt ſet on 


hisrighthand, andthe goats on his left, and make 


an eternal diſtinction and ſeparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that ſer- 


veth God and him that ſerveth him not. — The 


| Expreſſion, congregation of the righteous, deſerves 


notice. Here the godly are ſcattered up and 


down, and many of them without a place 
where to lay their heads, wandering in deſerts 
and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the 


earth; ſeparated in place, and, what is worſe, 


: divided in affection from one another. But there 
_ diviſions and animoſfities ſhall for ever ceaſe, 
love ſhall be made perfect, whatever obſtructs 


its exerciſe done away; the outcaſts of IſraEl 
ſhall be gathered; and, as there is one ſhep- 
herd, there ſhall be one ſheepfold. . Fe 


* 
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th verſe, For the Lord knoweth the way of 
the righteous.] The eyes of the Lord are in e- 
very place, beholding the evil and the good. 
But he knows the way of the righteous, ſo as to 
approve it, and delight in it. He relleth the 
number of the flars, he calleth them all by their 
Ki} namet. Will he not then much more know the 
number and names of his own children? of | 
_ thoſe whoſe names are written in the Lamb's 
book of life ? Zion may ſay, The Lord hath 
forſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me. But 
hear the encouraging anſwer of Zion's God ; 
Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
« ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of 
& her womb ? Yea, they may forget; yet will 
« I not forget thee : Behold, I have graven 
te thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls 
& are continually before me *.” His ſheep 
hear his voice, and he knows them, John x. 
27. He notices and regards them, ſo as to a- 
vert the noxious influence of whatever might 
hurt. He knows their ſincerity, though the 
world may be blind to it, and their own doubt- | 
ing hearts may call it in queſtion. He ſees their | 
affliction anc. pain, He puts their tears in his 
I] co bo. bo L DO IJ 
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Joſeph, that he foundit unneceſlary to notice and 


overſee his affairs ſo exactly as otherwiſe he 
would have done, But it 1s otherwiſe here, 
He putteth no truft in his ſaints ; he knows their 
weakneſs and careleſſneſs too well to do fo: he 
therefore graciouſly overſees their way, and re- 
moves whatever might impede their progreſs in 
it. He condeſcends to take all their concerns 
into his own hand, and manages them all to the 


| belt advantage. 


But the way of the angedh /hall poriſp.] Mong | 
is one threatening pronounced againit them, af« 


ter another. Their counſels and attacks againſt 


the church of God ſhall periſh, all their ſinful 


pleaſures ſhall periſh, and they themſelves ſhall 


eriſh and be eternally miſerable, Even in this 
life, God may ſweep them with the beſom of 
iy it evident in the eyes of 

the world that 1heir way was their folly, while 
the ſchemes they had cuncerted for the ruin of 
the people of God end in their own deſtruction. 


But ,*hough they may proſper fer a while, yet 


Hare, Goa doth ſer them in ſlippery places, and 
ſooner or later ſhall caſt them down into a 


| nn. the ſentence jan. 
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erb from the Lerd. For be Hall be like 


| the heath in the defert, and hall net ſee when good 


cometh, but ſhell imbabit the parched places in the 
avildermeſs, in a Jalt land and not inhabited. Bleſſed 


is the man that traſteth iz the Lord, and whoſe 
. hope the Lord is. For be ſpall be as à tree 
planted by the waters, and that ſpreaaeth out her 


roots by the river, and ſhall not ſee when bea: 


ee but her leaf fall be green, and ſhall not 
be carefal in the year of 4. __ » neither Re 
| ceaſe from yielding frat. : | 


th verſe, Therefore the — fall not : 


fan- in jadgement.] Therefore, 1. e. becauſe 
they are not ſo, have not the character of the 

righteous, are not wheat but chaff, and fo, be- 
ing weighed in the balance, muſt be found 
wanting; not having the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


to . them to heaven, nor the graces of his 


Spirit to fit them for enjoy ing it. Therefore 


they ſhall not ſtand in judgement. When God 


requires their ſouls at their hand, when he calls 
them to an account, and brings to light the 


hidden things of dukneſs and diſhoneſty, when 
what was dune in the ſecret chamber ſhall be 


proclaimed on the houſe-top ; then their hopes 


will periſh, their former wickedneſs will be 


brought to their remembrance, their conſciences 


Will wimefs agaipk them, God will prongunce 


againſt them the awful ſentence, Depart fem me, 
ye cares; and ſaints and angels will join in ac- 
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Ner feinners (1. e. TP INE? impenitent finners) 
in the congregation of the righteous.] Here the 
godly and wicked are mixed and blended toge- 


ther; the tares grow up with the wheat. The | 8 


un may be accounted by others, aay, they _ 
— — themſelves, be eine of God. 
But as, in the harveſt, tares are gathered and 
burnt in the fire; ſo ſhall it be in the end of 
this _— T he Son of man ſhall ſend forth bis 
angels, and they Pall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do inigui- 
ty; and ſhall caſt them into * e of fire, 
Matth. xiii. 40. 41. 42. There ſhall then no 
more come into Zion the uncircumciſed or un- 


from the hypocrite, and the gates of heaven for 
ever ſhut againſt him. The ſheep will Chriſt ſet on 
his right hand, andthe goats on his left, and make 
an eternal diĩſtinction and ſeparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that ſer- 
| veth God and him that 3 roar not. — The 
_ expreſiion, congregation of the ri deſerves | 
notice. Here 3 godly —— up and 
down, and many of them without a place 
where to lay their heads, wandering in deſerts 
8 and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth; ſeparated in place, and, what is worſe, 
divided in affection from one another. But there 
diviſions and animofities ſhall for ever ceaſe, 
love ſhall be made perfect, whatever obſtructs 
its exerciſe done away ; the outcaſts of Iſrael 
ſhall be gathered; and, as there is one ſhep- 


Revd, there Lal be one * 5 | | 4 { | 
W - | .& ; | | £ i 
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| 6th verſe, For the Lord knoweth the way of 


the righteous.} The eyes of the Lord are in e- 
very place, beholding the evil and the good. 
Bat he knows the way of the righteous, fo as to 


approve it, and delight in it. He zelleth the 


number of the flars, he. calleth them all by their 


names. Will he not then much more know the 


number and names of his own children? of 


thoſe whoſe names are written in the Lamb's 


book of life ? Zion may ſay, The Lord hath 


Forſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me. But 


world may be blind to it, and their own doubt- 


hear the encouraging anſwer of Zion's God; 
% Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
& ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of 
& her womb ? Yea, they may forget; yet will 
« I not forget thee : Behold, I have graven 
« thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls 


c are continually before me. His ſheep 


hear his voice, and he knows them,. John x. 
27. He notices and regards them, ſo as to a- 


vert the noxious influence of whatever might 5 


hurt. He knows their ſincerity, though the 


ing hearts may call it in queſtion. He ſees their 


5 affliction and pain. He puts their tears in his 
*W. bottle; are they not all in his book? He knows 


all their wants, and in due time will ſupply 


them. All their deſire is before him, and their 


roaning is not hid from him, Pal. xxxvin. 9. 
It is ſaid, Gen. xxxix. 6. that Potiphar knew 


not ought he had, ſave the bread which he did 
eat, The meaning is, he put ſuch confidence in 


| Joſeph, | 


II. xlix. 14. 15 16. 
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joſeph, hat e foundit unneceſſary to notice and 


overſee his affairs ſo exactly as otherwiſe he 


would have done, But it is otherwiſe here. 
He putteth no truſt in his ſaints; he knows their 
weakneſs and careleſſneſs too well to do ſo: he 
therefore graciouſly overſees their way, and re- 
mo whatever might impede their progreſs in 

He condeſcends to take all their concerns 
94 bis own hand, and manages them all to. be 
; belt . * | | 


But the way of the ungodl, ly hall Gen 1 Hob 
is one threatening pronounced againt them, af- 


ter another. Their counſels and attacks againſt 7 


the church of God ſhall periſh, all their finful 
pleaſures ſhall periſh, and they themſelves ſhall 
zeriſh and be eternally miſerable, Even in this 


ife, God may ſweep them with the beſom of 
deſtruction, and make it evident in the eyes of 


the world that their way was their folly, while 
. the ſchemes they had cuncerted for the ruin of 
the people of God end in their own deſtruction, 

But though they may proſper for a while, yet 


| Jurely God doth ſet them in ſlippery places, and 
ſooner or later ſhall caſt them down into deſtruc- 


tion. For, behold, the day cometh that ſhall 


burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all 


that do wickedly,. ſp.% be ftubble ; and the day 
that cometh Sali burn them up, ſaith the Lord of 
beſts, that it ſhall leave them neither root nor 
branch, Mal. iv. 1. How falſe then are the 
world's notions of happineſs? and how deſpe- 
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who ſet at nought God's counſel, and will have 

none of his reproof ? Miſerable indeed muſt be 
their condition, God will /peat unto them in 
his auratb, and vex them in his hot diſpleaſure. 
He will laugh at their calamity, and mock when . 
_ their Fear cometh, Let then the judgement and 
fiery indignation, which awaits ſuch obſtinate 
rebels, jnfluedce us 0 kiſs the Son, left he be an- 
gry, and we periſh from the way. Now confider 
this, ye that forget God, left he tear you in as 5 
r, and read ** rene to deliver. . 
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OR this purpoſe was the Son of God ma- 
_.  Rifeſted, that he might deltroy the works 
of the devil. This in a remarkable manner 
wes the conſequence ot the preaching of the 
goſpel in the primitive days of Chriltianity,- 
Many were turned from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan to ſerve the living God. 
Many, who had been wallowing in wickedneſs, 
were waſfied in the blood of Jetys from all their 
flthineſs and from all their idols, and made it 
evident to the world that they were ſo, by their 
after life and converſation, Their ligbi fo Sons 
before men, that others feeing their good works, * 
glorified their Father which 15 in heaven. This 3 
doubtleſs is the duty of all Chriſtians; and, 
if we ſearch the holy ſcriptures, we will find it 
prefled upon them in the ſtrongeſt manner,— 
Bat, if now we look "14 us, What reaſon 
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mall we find to lament the untender walk and 4 
converſation of thoſe who pretend to be Chriſti- 2 
ans ? Alas! my brethren, the lowe of many is 
waxed cold. Many of thoſe we hope have 2 
root of the matier in them, ars yet fo much con- ſ 
Formed to the world, have ſo little zeal and love, 
ſo little charity and humility ſhining forth in £ 
their words and actions, that it is no eaſy mat- 
ter to diſtinguiſh them from the carnal world, | * 
And I believe, my brethren, did each of us nar- P 
8 
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rowly examine our own hearts and practices, we 
would ſee abundant reaſon to lament the little 
_- Progreſs we have made in the Chriſtian life, and 
to cry out, My /eanne/s! my leanne/s! 1 hope there» L 
fore ĩt will not be thought improper to inſiſt alittle 42 
upon theſe words, And grow in grace. And, | 
whilſt we ſpeak or hear, let us look up to God, 
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El. and earneſtly beg, that we may not only be 2! 
{4 hearers or ſpeakers of the word, but doers alſo; ch 
0 But let me obſerve in the entrance, that this | © 
"1 is a precept given to Chriſtians, and 7s /bem on- Fr 
a ty; to ſuch as have been born again, and are be- Ov 
; come new creatures ; to ſuch who are reconciled — 
wy to God through the blood of his Son, whoſe | H 

natural enmivy is in ſome meafure flain, and 1 ne 
who have a principle of divine life implanted in | 2" 
their ſouls. To grew in grace plainly ſup» th 
| Poſes we have ſome grace previous to that be 
- growth. And that this was the happineſs of | . 
_ thoſe whom the apoſtle here exhorts, may appear alr 
from the manner in which he directs the e- <0 
 piflle * ; To them that have obtained like i 
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precious faith with us, through the righteoufutſs 
af Ged, and our. Saviour Tales C rl. . 


41 diſcourling further from theſe words, — 
mall, | 
I. Endeavour 0 explain aht is meant by | 
growing in grace. 

II. I ſhall endeavaur to point ant che means 
we ought (in dependence upon God) to em- 
ploy in order to our growing in grace. 
III. I ſhall mention ſome motives to grow it in 
grace, and to uſe the proper means for that end. 
And, 

2 J ſhall conclude rn a | ſhare applica 


I. Then, I am to explain what is he 
growing in grace. And here J may obſerve, 
that the word grace in ſcripture has very diffe- 
rent ſignifications. Sometimes it figaifies the 

free unmerited favour of God to guilty rebelli- 
ous creatures: ſometimes the grace laid up in 
Chriſt, to ſupply all the wants of his people. 
Here I take it to point out that inherent holi- 
neſs which is wrought in the believer by the Spi- 
rit of grace. So that to grow in grace, is, in o- 
ther words, to grow in univerſal holineſs, to a- 
bound in the fruits of the Spirit; and not reſt- 

ing on former attainments, not thinking we are. 
already perfect, to preſs after higher degrees of 
conformity to the divine image, in the frame 
and. temper. of our fouls. But more Particu- 5 


* | 5 
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7 grow in grace, is, to ghowb it Faith. 


faith of many of them is but vefy weak, and 
Much unbelief ſtill remains withit them. This 
alas! is too plain to need a proof. How of. 
Nm do doubts ariſe in their minds of the bein 

Vr perfeclions of God? how often do they lo 
the realiſing ſenſe of his preſence? how lit- 
tle are they affe cted with his holineſs and ju- 


Are not their ſouls ſometimes perplexed with 
fears that they have been truſting a falſchood, 


but cunvingly-deviſed fables, or the inventipm 
of men?—Apain, what indiſtin&t views have 


as to the perſon and offices of Chrit=—the 
freedom of the goſpel-offer—vriginal ſin and 


weakneſs of faith is evident, from the doubts 
of moſt Chriſtians about their intereſt in Chriſt. 
Ho frequently are their ſouls racked with ſuch 
diſquieting thoughts: Vill the Lord caſt off for 


to be grations ® How ſeldom do they approach 
the throne of grace with a child-like confidence, 


they diſtruſt the promiſes of a faithful God, 
© overwhelmed with trials and diſtreſe? Tp 


zrow then 7» faith, is to have unbelief in all 


Though all Chridians have real faith, yer the 


ſtice? and how little are they employed in ad- 
mirirg and adoring his condeſcenſion and love? 


and tempted to imagine that the ſcriptures are 
Wanp of the truths of the goſpel, parkienfatly, 


juſtification without works ? — Again, the 


ever ? Ts his mercy clenn gone P has he forgottth © 


in the full effurance of faith ? How often do 


and fear he will neither aſſiſt them in the per- 
formance of their duty, nor ſupport them When 


% 1 e Wc: 
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cheſe reſpects mortiſied; to have a more firm and 
eſtabliſhed belief of the being of a God, more 
diſtinct diſcoveries of his perfections, attended 
with deeper impreſſions of them on the heart; 

a more ſtrong and conſtant perſuaſion that the 
ſcriptures are indeed the word of God, cleater 
views of the truths contained i in them, a fuller 
_ aſſurance of our intereſt in Chriſt, and greater 
| prog when drawing near to God in pray - 
ö The ſcriptures have ſet before us a bright 
5 example of ſtrength of faith in Abraham e, Be- 
Ing not weak in faith, 4 conf dered not FER ed | 
body now dead, & _ | 

To grow is grace, is, 20 grow in y £1 fo God. | 
We are expreſsly commanded, 10 love the 
Lord our God 2270 all our heart, with all our © 
foul, wwith' all our mind, and with all our 
- ftreng 4. Now, if we compare our hearts 
with this command, which we are under infinite ' 
ä obligations to obey, doubtleſs we muſt ſee rea- 
ſon, with the deepeſt humility and concern, to 
acknowledge before God our great need of 
© growing in love to him. Alas! what ungrate- 
tul creatures are we? and how cold and languid 
are our affe ions f-——— But how, may-ſome in- 
quire, are we to grow in love to God? and what 
are the beit evidences of the ſincerity and 
ſtrength of our love? Why, we ought to de- 
light ourſelves more in God; to be more em- 
ployed in admiring and adoring his perfections, 
TE as diſplayed in the glocidgs ſcheine of 


3 * Rom, ! iv. 19.29, 21. 
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Obr. redemption through Chrict; to chuſe him 
for our portion and happineſs in time and 


through eternity; to caſt upon him all our 
cares, and to put more truſt and confidence in 


47 —— _ -/ 
. 
y 0 


F" _ "0 
— n 


him; to count all his precepts concerning all 


thing, to be rigbt; and chearfully to preſent. 
ourſelves living Jacrifices, holy and ae to 


him, auhich is our reaſonable ſervice. 
To prow in grace, is, 10 yrow-alſo in love to 


muntind, eſpecialiy to thofe of the houſthold of 


\ faith. It is the ſum of the ſecond table of the 
law, that we ſhould Joue our neighbour as our- 


elf. And our Lord tells his diiciples “, Arab 
comma ndment 1 give uno you, that ye his one 


another. —But, alas! how lamentable is it? If 


we do not ſhut our eyes and top our ears, Wwe 


muſt every day ſee and hear thefe commands 
greſsly violated, even by thoſe who profeſs to e- 
ſteem them more than others. How much do 
malice and hatred, evil- ſpeaking and backbi- 


ting, variance and wrath prevail ? how provo- 


king 1 is this to God? and what a reproach does 

it bring on our holy religion? 2 222 things ought 
not fo tothe. —If we would grow in grace, we 
mult renounce theſe evil diſpoſitions and prac- 
tices, and put on, as becomes the clect of God, 
holy and bels ved, boarelt of mercies, kindneſs, 
bumbleneſs of mind, meetneſs, long-Juffering z 
fF-rbearing one another, and forgiving one ano- 
ther +. We muſt be more careful to do no harm 
to our neighbour, either -as to his ne, 


. John xiii. 34. 4 Col. üi. 12. 13. 


fpiritual, 


ple of love to Ged, and with an eye to his 


* 
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_ ſpiritual, or eternal intereſts; but on the contrary, 
as we have opportunity and ability, lay our - 
ſelves out te promote his happineſs in all theſe 
reipects. We muſt rrioice with them that re- 
| Joite, and aweeh with them that weep, When we 
ſee our brother in need, we mult not ſhut the 
bowels of aur compaſſions, but chearfully lend 
our helping hand to bis relief. Aud remem- 
bering how much the concerns of eternity are 
preferable to thoſe of time, we muſt warn them 
- that are unruly, comfort ihe feeble- minded, ſup- 
port the weak be paizent toward ail men 1 and 
erhort one anoihtr daily, while it is called 10-day, 
445 be hardened through the deceitfulne/s of 
r 8 „„ 1 N 
20 grow in grace, is, 10 grow in humility.— 
Pride as a high imagination in the foul of man, 
 auvich exalteth itjelf above all that is cal- 
lod Cad. It is a predominant lin in all men: 
the unregenerate act wholly and only from this, 
or ſome ſuch ſelſiſh principle; and even thote 
in whom a awork is begun, are much troubled 
with it. Cf all corruptions, it is moit ſubtile: 
in all our doings it is ready to creep in, and 
tak es occaſion trom every thing to vent itſelf. 
Man turns proud of grace, yea, even reflection 
on his humility raiſes nis pride. — , the 
more we grow in grace, the more humble hall 
we grow: the ioul will act mere from a prin- 


Slory, than formerly; and, when it diſcovers 
any inferior peſhon cæalting itielf as a rival, of 
ebe %, Abi. 3. 
| EIS © 1 3 
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God's glory, it will mourn over, and fight a- 
gainſt it. Great threatenings are levelled againſt 
pride in the word of God, and great promiſes 
made to humiſity. Cod reſiſteth rhe proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble. Whoſoever exalt- 
erb himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and he that hum- 
'Bleth himſelf, all be exalted +. All men then 
have need to watch againſt pride, and to ſęek 
to be clothed with humility; but particularly 
thoſe who have views to public work. Let us 
therefore endeavour to get this corruption mor- 
tified, by looking into our own hearts, and 
comparing them with the holy law of God: let 
us aſk ourſelves upon every duty, Have we not 
come ſhort of the glory of God? and, if we 
have, how unaccountable is pride at ſuch a 
time beſides, achat have we, that we have 
not received? Why then ſhould we boaſt of our 
beſt duties, or moſt exalted frames: If our 
pride begins to rile by reflecting on our humili- 
ty, let us alſo take occaſion by reflecting on our 
pride to humble ourſelves the more. 
Topgrow in grace, is, to grow in temperance. 
an fince his fall is over-run with the le- 
wy of fin, and his corruption takes occafion 
from every thing to vent itſelf: he abuſeth God's 
goodneſs, and turns his grace into wantonneſs. 
Alas, how intemperate are many Chriſtians? how 
ready to take roo much ſatisfaftonin the creature? 
So much has the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eye, or the pride of life, obtained the aſcendant 
over them, that they think little of being over- 
* Jam. iv, 6. - + Luke xiv. 11. | 
f ns 3 charged 


2 a — - at — 


CROW TH GRACE. 18g 
charged with ſurfelting, or drunkenneſs, or the 
cares of this life; and they are thereby rendered 
vnfit for the ſervice of God, and the duties of 


| their ſtation, How many fleep away that time 


they ought to employ in devotion ? How many 
ſquander away large ſums upon their houſes, 


their clodths, their bellies ; whilſt they grudge 


to ſpend any thing for the relief of the poor; 
na, even whilſt running themſelves ſo deep in 
debt, that they are not able to pay? One bour's 
intemperance of any kind will bring that ſoul in- 
to darkneſs and deadneſs, which a little before 
was rejoicing in God. Let there fore ozr modes 
ration, in the purſuit of the riches, pleaſures, or 
Hothours of this world; 3e fmown unte all men. 
And particularly, let as, es pilgrims and ſtran- 
gers, beenare of fleſhly lulto, vhith war ngainſt 
thy foal VVV 
To grow in graute, is, to grow in ſpiritual joy. 
Many ſeem to look upon this, not as a duty; 
but as a privilege, and a priviſege too to which 
only ſome diſtinguiſhed favourites of heaven may 
dare to aſpire ; hente they ate not at pains to 
erk after it themſelves. Others content them · 
ſelves with ſome ſpiritual comfort when at pray 
er, or when hearing ſermons, without endea- 
vduring to maintain a conſtant ey and pence in 
believing, And yet believers in gereral are ex- 
N commanded to Moice evermpre. We 


wald therefore drink deeper and deeper of Iþ 


theſe waters of conſolation, and aft that we may. 
receive, and that vur- joy may be fall, 
. To grow in gract, is, to grow in patience. 80 


_ untame. ij 
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untame and unſubmiſſive is our nature, that 


we are ready, when under affliction, to repine 
againſt God! But the Chriſtian who grows in 
grace, grows in a willingneſs to bear whatever 

| | ire the wiſe and holy God ſhall be pleaſed 
to lay on him: let the trial be ever ſo ſevere, he 
bumbly acknowledges the juſtice of God, and 
1s ſenſible he deſerves much worſe. He knows 
that his light afiidions, which are but for à mor 


ment, work for him a far more exceeding and e- 
ternal aweight of glory; and therefore, when 


drinking the bittereſt cup, he can ſay with the 0 


ſincereſt joy, Good ts the will of the Lord. ' 


20 grow in grace, is, to grow in meekne/s, 
He who has made any conſiderable advances in 


religion, will eaſily bear reproaches or affronts ; 
he will not render evil for evil, nor railing for 
railing : but will chearfully comply with our 
Saviour's command, Love your encmits, bleſs 


them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
- . and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, and 
perſecute you; that you may be the children of your 


Father which is in heaven; for he maketh his 


| ſun 1o riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſend- 


eib rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt. 


To grow in grace, is, to grow in zeal. Tho” 
_ believers ſhould grow in humility and in meek- 


neſs, yet they are to beware of a falſe humility, 


and a falſe meekneſs, as what greatly tend to 
Jead-them to ſwerve from known duty when they - 


meet with oppoſition, and particularly when 


| they are branded with obſtinacy and ſelf-· conceit 


Matth. v. 44. 45. 
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for adhering to it, They know it it good to be! 
' © always arab affected in a good thing; and the 
more they grow in grace, the more will this ho- 
Iy zeal glow in their breaſts, and the more bold- 
| neſs and courage will they have to undertake 
whatever ſervice God calls them to do.— On the 


Other hand, we muſt take care that our zeal be 


according to knowledge. Many, alas! ſpend their 
Real on circumſtantials, while they neglect hb 


weightier matters of the law. But, if our zeal 
is of a right kind, though we can account no 


truth nor any precept /iztle, yet we will diſcover 
moſt fervour to promote the knowledge of theſe 


doctrines, and the practice of thoſe duties, which 
are moſt momentous and important. 
To prox in grace, is, to grow in fincerity.— 
Doubtleis we have all reaſon to complain of the 
hypocriſy of our hearts: How often do we 


Airaav near to God with our mouths, and honour 


him with our lips, while our hearts are far from 
him? How much hypocriſy is there in all our 


duties, our praying, our hearing or reading the 
word of God, our communicating, our fpeak- 


ing upon divine ſubjects? Hew often do we ſet 
about all theſe without a ſuitable awe of the di- 
vine Majeſty ? Let us therefore endeavour to keep 
in our minds an habitnal fenſe that the alj-ſee- - 
ing eye of God is upon us, and obſerveth e- 
ven our moſt ſecret thoughts. Let us remember 


that God is a /pirit, and that they awho worſhip 
. him muſt do it in ſpirit and in truth; that he is 


the Searcher of hearts; and that though we may 


deccive ourſelves or 3 cannot be mock - 
13 5 | - 0 3:3 ed, 
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ed, ſince all rhings are naked and open to the eyes 
of him with whom we bawe to do. I might alfa 
ſpeak of ſincerity as it reſpects our neighbour, 


neſs or regard, but what flow from inward. 
affection; and to be as tender of the characters 
of others when at a diſtance from us, as we 
would appear to be when in their company. But 
— raceed, - * | et ae ger inet Try 
„ FFF 8 
II. To point out the means we ought, in de- 
pendence upon God, te employ in order to our 
grou/th in grace. And here I would premiſe; 
we are to ſeet God after a due order, elſe we may 


to think growth of grace can be attained by the 
bare uſe of means, We muſt remember, that 


ent to think one good thought *. Let us therefore 


growth, let us uſe them, in dependence on the 
both to wwill and ig de of his good. pleaſure; ſince 


never add one cubit to our ſpiritual ftature. 


cheriſhes unbelief in our ſouls. We ſhould 
therefore be often applying to the blood of Je- 


a gor. iu. 4. f Hm. ü. 1. 


and diſpoſes as to make no proſeſſions of kiad- 


expect à breach will le made upon us. We are 
not to go out in our own ſtrength; we are dot 
of ourſelves, as of ounſel vas, aue are not ſufficis. 


be ftrong in the grace that is in FeſutF;, and, 
while we uſe the appointed means, ef ſpiritual 


influences of the bleſſed Spirit, to work in us . 
otherwiſe, by all our 7aking thought, we ſhall : 
One great hindrance to growth: in grace, is | 


the allowing guilt to lie on the conſcience; this 
baniſhes confidence in pleading with God, and 


88 ſus, | 


c CNN.) 
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fas; that, knowing we are reconciled-to God, we | 
may draw near to the throne of his grace with 

true hearts, in the full aſſurance of faith, having © 
dur hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience. This 
would fill our ſouls with ſuch a ſenſe of the love 
of God to us, and of our happineſs in friendly _ 


Intercourſe with our heavenly Father, as would 
draw them out in love to him who firſt loved us, 
and in all the other graces of the Spirit. We 
ſhould not only ſometimes act faith upon Chriſt, 


but frequently; yea, the liſe aue live in the fleſh *, 


we ſhould live by the faith of the Son of God: 
And this faith would purify our hearts, over 
come the world, work by love, and enable us 
ſucceſs fully to wreſtle with our ſpiritual ene- 
mies. 2 N | 1 | 


But though this is the chief mean of growth 


in grace, yet, in ſubordination. to it, other 
means are to be employed. | 


If we would grow in grace, we ſhould be fre- 

_ quently employed in ſelſt examination ; and, af- 
ter pleading for the affiſtance and illumination 
of the Spirit, "endeavour to find out what we 
have done amiſs, what duties we have neglected, 


or wherein, in performing duty; we hawe come 


ſhort of the glory of God, And after, by a 


ſtrict and careful review of our conduct, we 
have diſcovered the many offences with which 
we ſtand chargeable, and reflefted on the ag- 


_ gravating circumſtances that attend them, we 
mould, with felf-loathing and abhorrence, con- 
 fels to God, what vile unworthy creatures we 


FR Gal. 1. 20. 8 RA 
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re; crying to him, that through the blood of 
Jeſus our guilt may be expiated, and our nature - 


renewed. Let us alſo examine, what are our 


wants, and what bleſſings we have greateſt need 
to pray for; and then go to the prayer-hearing 
Geol, and wreſtle with him for the ſupply of 
them all. And not only, at fixed times of 
the day, let dur prayers be ſincere and importu- 
nate; but let us likewiſe be fre vent, while em- 


: ployed about our lawful bufine 8, Or while. ta- 
ting the innocent pleaſures of life, in ſending 


up ejaculatory petitions, which tend much to 


pfreſerve ſpiricuality of mind. This may be 
partly intended by theſe apoſtolical injunctions; 


Pray without ceafing . I will therefore that 


mien pray every 4 cli lifting up hely Bands, 
_ avithout awrath and doubting T. E on creature 


% God: is good, and me", to be refuſed, if it © 
be received at ith thankſgiving. - For it is ſancti. 
fied by the word of God, 'and prayer F. Be not 
 Pothful in bufineſe, bur fervent in Jpiric, er- 
inp the Lord ||. \ | 
If we would groau in grace, we ſhould meditate 


much. If «* (ſays one)” you ſee a learned man, 


« you may copclude he ſtudies much z but, if you 
t ſee a holy man, you may conclude by meditates 
te much.” And indeed meditation is a foul com 
forting and a ſoul-trans forming duty. Often, 
while the ſoul is cloſely engaged in contempla- 
ting the evil of fin, the beauties of holineſs, the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of time, and its awful 


"0 35 Thi fl. v. 17. 1 Tim. i. 8. e 15. 4. 5. 
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iſſues, death, judgement, and eternity, the joys 
of heaven, the torments of hell, the vilene(s 
and corruption of our hearts, the perfections of 
| God, the perſon and offices of the Redeemer, 
and ſuch like important truths, it feels the ace 
compliſhment of that promiſe, Ie foall know 
the truth, and the truth all make you free *, 
While it is muſing, the fire of divine love burns, 
gradually conſumes our droſs, and purifies and 
reſines our graces. We bebold as. in a glaſ the 
glory of the Lara, and are changed into the /ame 
image from glory to glory F. And while we view 
the excreding great and precious promiſes of God; 
by them we become partaters of a divine nature, 
5 the corruptiun that is in the world thre! 
Ee If ve would grow in grace; we moſt arch 
che ſcriptures. Growth in grace is mentioned 
in our text, as ſtanding connected with growth 


in the knowledge of our Lord and Suminur Je 1 


Chriſt. And the ſcriptares are the ſource whence = 
this knowledge is to-be derived: theſe can make 


, aui unto ſalvation, And it is only by the 


wwords of God's lips we can keep ourſelves from 
ehe paths & the deftrofers rr 
If we would grow in grace, we mult attend 
upon the public ordinances, We mult ſeriouſty 

attend to the word preached, taking heed how 
we hear. We mult, with all the fervency and 
_ devotion we can, join in public prayers. and 
Praiſes; and, as we have opportunity, contri- 
| — our part to keep up the remembrance of our 
ohn viii, 32, + 2 Cor. iti. 18. f 2 pet. i. 4. 
1 5 FWW 
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Lord's death till he come again. Often in this 
ordinance the believing ſoul experiences ihe fleſh 
of the Son of God to be meat indeed, and bit 
blood drink indeed; whilſt thereby its graces are 
nouriſhed, ftrengthened, and confirmed ; God 
graciouſly filling the pools of ordinances with the 


rain of divine influence. 
Attendance upon ſocieties for prayer and Chri- 
ftian conference, is another excellent mean to pro- 
mote growth in grace. Such ſocieties, if rigbt- 
ly managed, and attended in dependence on the 
bleſſing of Chriſt, will not only improve us in 
the knowledge of religion, but unite our hearts 
more cloſely in the fear of God, and ſtir us up 
to lowe and to good works. O then let us in par- 
ticular, who are candidates for the miniſtry, be 
careful to improve our meetings for ſuch purpo- 
ſes ; and, before we go to them, let us look up 
to God, and earneſtly beg he may be in the midſt 
of us, and bleſs us. „5 TI 
If we would grow in grace, we muſt be 
evatchful. . We have many enemies to encoun- 


ter. The devil, the world, and the fleſh are | 


united againſt us: theſe continually aſſault us, 
and endeavour to difturb our peace, and pres 
yent, if poſſible, our progreſs in grace. We 
have therefore the greateſt need to be conſtantly 
on our guard, to keep our beatts with all dilir 


gence, to watch over our affections, imagina- 


tions, and ſenſes, and to obſerve the firſt riſings 
of corruption, the leaſt tendencies to departing 

from God; that we may inſtantly flee to him 
for aſſiſtance, who can perfect ftrength in aur 
SEO 2 d- 
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aveakneſs, and without whom aue can do nothing. 


If we would grow in grace, we ought to cu 
rhankfully. The apoſtle inſerts unthankfulneſs 
in. a catalogue of the blackeſt fins . And 1 
believe 'tis often in puniſhment of this, that be - 
lie vers walk fo little in thę comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt. We would, I doubtnot, receive more, were 
we more thankful for what we receive. Let us 
therefore be thankful for the leaſt mercies, whe- 
ther ſpiritual or temporal; blz/ing the Lord with 
our ſouls, and not eyeing: any of his bene- 


If we. wonld grow in grace, let us be render | 
| Ke circamſpedt in our walk, Let us make an 
entire ſurrender of all the members of our bo- 

dies, and all the faculties of our fouls, to be 
employed wholly in the ſervice of God: And 
as thoſe who are not their own, but bought with a 
price, let us, whatever we do, do all from a ſingte 
view to the glory of God, Let us not dare to 
approach the borders of fin, but on the contra - 
ry avoid every appearance of evil. Be not con- 
Formed to this world. Beware leſt a falſe com- 
plaiſance betray you to join with the world, 
thaoſe vain amuſements which they are as to 
call innocent, but which have too evident a 
tendency"to lead away the mind from God. 
Let us not be conformed to the converſation of 
the world, Let no corrupt communication proceed 
© out of our mouths, but that which is good tothe 
ue of edifying, that it may miniſter grace to the. 
bearers t. Let us beware of idle words, and Mill 
2 Tim. Hh. 2. ee | | 
| R 3 more 
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more — words diſhonourable to God, or injuri- 
ous to the character of our brother. Let us not 
be conformed to the idleneſs of the world, but 
redeem the time for the beſt of p pprpoies ; and 
_avbatfoever our hand findeth to do, do it with all 
car. might, ſince there is no work, nor Labour, 
nor device in the grave, ae We are baften- 
be: — 14 
If we would grow is grace, we "muſk cheriſh 
the motions of the Holy Spirit.— When we 
enjoy any nearneſs to God, let us ſtill ſeek more 
and more nearneſs. When we feel any love ta 
God, let us cucourage it, by meditating on the 
love of God and the dear Redeemer, When 
we feel any hatred of fin, let ys cheriſh this alſo, 
and endeavour to get: deeper and deeper diſco- 
1 veries of the hori id nature of it, till we ſee it 
bb be exceeding finful, and be brought to Hate it 
 wquith a perfect hatred, More good is to be reap- 
ed at ſuch ſeaſons by a careful improvement of 
- a few minutes, than perhaps by the labour. of 
whole months at ordinary times. f 
If we would groav in grace, let us wart onthe 
Lord.— Though he delay an anſwer to our 
prayers, yet let us not giye over wreltling, but 
nedfaſtly hold on in the way of commanded 
duty. They that wait on the Lord ſhall rene | 
' their ſtrength ; they ſhall mount up with wings” | 
as eagles, they hall run and not be weary, they | 
hall walk and not faint *. Aſt and ye ſpall 
receive; Jeck, and ye foall find; For. and it 
Hall be opened unto jou . I now come, 5 
*I. xl. 34. 12 Matth. vB, 7. | > 
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II. To mention ſome motives to excite us to 
grow in grace, and to ule the "oe Means tor | 
attaining that growth. 


— 


We ought to grow in grace, in obedience to 


God's command. God, as he is Creator, has 
a right to preſcribe to his creatures what laws 


he pleaſes; and, if they diſobey, they become 


obnoxious to hs Juſt indignation. But then we 
ought to conſider, that to grow in grace, is not 
only the command of God our Creator, but of 
God our Preſerver, God our Benefattor, God 
cur gracious Redeemer : and does not this ren- 
der our obligations infinitely more firong ? He 
would have been infinitely happy in himſelf, 
though he had never beſtowed upon us a being; ; 
but how miſerable muſt we become, if his k ind 
neis is removed fiom us? Had he not preſer ved 
us notwithſtanding our ingratitude, we thould 
this night have been liſting our eyes in torment; 
nay, we mull have done to forever, had he not 
become our gracious Redeemer. We muſt there- 
ſore be chargeable with the blackeſt ingratitude, 
if we are not heartily willing to courply with 
this command, If believers would conuder that 
Chhriſt took not on him the nature of angels, 
but the ſeed of Abraham; if they would renect 
how much he has done fd ſuffered for them, 


how he now intercedes with the Father in their 


bcebalf, and how he will appear the ſecond time 


to receive them to himſelf, and make them con- 


iummately happy; how willing would they then 
be to obey his command? O then, if any ſpark of 
1 10 our . Jeſus is in us, let us never 
content 


i : 
' 
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content ourſelves with any former attainments, 


but, forgetting the things that are bevind, bet uy 


preſs ferward to the things that are before, going 


on from firength to frrength, and from one de- 


gree of grace to another, till we appear before 


C in the Zion that is above 
f we have any concern for thoſe who are ly- 


ing in their ns, or for the comtort of God's 


children, we onght ro grow in grace. How 
much do Chriſtians, by their untender lives, 


bring diſhonour upon the Lord Jeſus, and make 
- the mea of the world blaſpheme that worthy 


name by which they are called ? But were Chri- 
ſtians Sarmlgſe, ble mele/s, and without rebake in 
the mia of a crooked and perver/e nation; what 


an happy tendency would this have to ſtrike the 


' greatett 1nfidels with conviction; to make them 
confeſs that there is indeed truth and reality in 
religion, and that our Rock is not as their rock; 


nay, even to produce ſerious impreſſions om 


their hearts, and bring them to inquire, I bat 
ſhall ave ds to be Javed? Others, beholding 


their holy circumſpect walk, would fay, - Lee 

#5 go with you, for we perceive that the Lord is 

abi ven; and their tellow-Chriftians would 
be excited to bunger and tharft after higher a:- 


tainments in righteouſneſs, and provoked by 


their example to love and to good works. la 


mort, it might be the happy means of bringing 
about a general revival of religion. And how. 
much this would tend to the honour of the acer 


Redeemer, the. good of precious ſouls, and the 
comiort of God's childten, 1 leave you to 
* , 4 judge. 
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| Jodge. Bleſſed copſequences ! glorious effects! | 


If we have any regard for our own comfort, 


we ſhould grow in grace. Worldly men have 


 4heir affeQtions wholly ſet upon earthly objects, 


and bleſs themſelves in the abundance of their 


Tiches: but the Chriſtian feeds upon better food; 


he rejoiceth more in the light of Gods counte- 
Hance, than the wicked do when their corn, 


- wine, and oil moſt abound. But, alas, how 


| ſeldom do moſt Chriftiazs thus rejoice? how of- 


ken do they go mourning without the ſun ? And 


What is the reaſon of this? Alas! it is too plain: 
| iff they turn careleſs and unconcerned, if they in- 
- Julgeearthly-mindedneſs, can they expect that 


God will vouchſafe them the comforts of his Spi- 
rit? God will not forſake us, unleſs we forſake 


him. It is ſin alone that ſeparates between God 


and our ſouls, and with-holds good things from 


us. But, if we order our copver/ation aright, we 


ſhall fee the /alvarion of God. Beſides, an un- 


fruitful walk may ruin our characters, and this 
again may blaſt our after endeavours of being 


uſeful in the chorch of God: the thoughts of 
. which cannot but pierce a ſerious ſoul with the 
moſt exquiſite anguiſh, DION, 


| AsThavedetained you fo long already, I ſhall 
not trouble Jou with a formal application, On · 5 


ly give me leave to ſay two things. 
1. Before we can grow in grace, as was men- 


tioned before, we muſt have grace. Let us 


therefore put the queſtion to our ſouls, Have we 
indęe d any 7 Are we new Creatures ? Have Wg 


by 


; | 12 race ? what rebellion and 
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by faith N the Saviour? This is — | 
of the laſt importance, and deſerves our moſt | 
careful inquiry. If we have yet no greice, let 
us take no reſt without it, but /eet- Shs Lo 1 
while be 1 is to be found, and call upon hing aobile 
yet he is near. And let us never give over ſeek 
ing, till, with Paul, we can ſay, I ls in 
 ewhom I have believed, and am perſuaded that 
hr is able to keep <vhat I have committed to him to 
that day. It is a terrible thing to hear of a Sa- 
viour, and yet to reject him. But there is 
ſomething till more awful in preaching an un- 
known Chrift. Many foall /ay to me in that 
d, Lord, Lord, have wwe not prophefied in 2 2 
name, and in thy name done many | 
wort? And then I will profeſs unto them, * : 
eee Depart from ny Jy On. 4 
uity. | 7 
2. ls it fo much our duty and intereſt, and 
have we ſo great OO, to grow it 
olly, then, muſt it 
be to put off this one moment? Let us there- 
fore this night begin to live a new life; and, if 
other lords have had too much dominion o wer 
u, henceforth let us make mention of God's name, 
even of his only, When we come to die, ſhall 
we think we have done too much for God? 
When we come to heaven, ſhall we lament ' 
that our ſhare in the empty periſhing pleaſures 
of ſenſe was ſo ſmall? No, my brethren, we 
wilLrather complain that we were ſlothful, un- 
profitable ſervants. Let theſe conſiderations 
ſtir us up, in dependence on divine * to 
| be 
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be more diligent and active in our great work. 
Let us work the work of him that ſent. 18 
_ while it is called to-day ; for the night cometh, 
when no man can work. TU then and be 40. 
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10. The life of Mr Philip Henry, wrote by 


5 4 Mr Matthew Henry. 2 8. 6d. 


. Mr David Brainerd's life and journals. | 


| Publiſhed by Mr Edwards. 5 and 6's. 


12. Divine breathings; or, A pious out 
thirſting after Chriſt, 10d; 
13. Advice to a daughter. By Mr David 


Home. 6 d. 


14. A choice * of "_ from che Rock 


Chriſt. 2 d. 
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